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Wi  tlcy  Camp 


May  24,  1917 

My  dear  Mother 

Today  is  a  holiday  throughout  the  whole  camp  so  we  are  all  talcing  good 
advantage  of  it.  I  did’nt  get  out  of  bed  until  nearly  eleven  o’clock 
which  us  some  treat  around  this  place  as  opportunities  for  sleeping 
in  are  mighty  few  and  far  between.  Finally  after  dragging  myself  out 
of  bed  I  got  dressed  &  then  went  over  to  the  parade  grounds  A  saw  our 

boys  trim  the  artillBry  for  the  Football  championship  of  the  Division 
This  afternoon  the  Division  is  staging  an  Atheletic  Meet  down  in  Godal- 
ming  *,  although  we  have  a  number  of  tie  boys  competing  A  expect  towin 
the  tug-of-war  I  don’t  think  I  cjo  down  because  its  impossible  to  get 
a  taxi  Sc  £*11  be  blowed  if  I  am  going  to  walk.  So  here  I  am. 

We  are  mighty  small  looking  battalion  today  for  we  cant  muster  more  than 
500  men  to  save  our  lives.  Our  draft  which  I  was  telling  you  about  in  my 
last  letter  pulled  out  last  night  for  prance  &  believe  me  we  were  all  mighty 
sorry  to  see  the  m  go.  For  the  last  few  days  we  have  all  been  pretty 

busy  getting  them  fitted  out  Sr  ready  for  their  journey  &  just  yesterday 

morning  word  came  in  for  them  to  entrain  at  one  o’clock  this  morning. 

At  half  pa?t  nine  we  had  them  paraded  Sc  gave  them  some  grub  to  carry  along 
with  them  Sc  then  at  eleven  o’clock  they  paraded  on  the  battalion  parade 
ground  after  the  usual  speeches  etc  they  marched  off  for  the  station. 

They  were  mighty  happy  crowd  of  men  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  were 

wearing  pants  and  flat  hats.  A  few  of  us  went  down  to  the  station  with 
them  Sr  saw  themsafely  on  the  train  St.  then  went  around  Sr.  shook  hands  with 
the  whole  bunch.  It  was  a  big  undertaking  shaking  hands  with  all  that 
bunch  St  my  hand  ached  for  about  an  hour  after  it  was  all  over.  As  the 
train  pulled  out  they  all  bung  out  of  the  windows  Sr  had  a  farewell  shake 
About  the  last  man  I  saw  before  tie  train  got  out  of  the  station  was  young 
Grant  (I»ve  forgotten  his  first  name)  who  shook  my  hand  A  yelled  "I’ll 
meet  you  at  Jackson's  Point  next  summer”  h©  is  a  good  boy  A  f  am  sorry 


( 


he  irasn't  in  our  company. 

I  suppose  the  colonel  has  hy  this  time  written  you  &  thanking  you  for 
that  $500.  &  telling  you  what  was  done  with  it.  As  you  may  know  by  now 
the  money  come  just  after  we  had  been  warned  to  supply  the  draft  &  he 
thought  that  the  ?e  y  best  thing  to  do  under  the  circumstances  was  to 
hand  each  man  4  shillings  as  it  would  be  greatly  appreciatdeby  the  old 
men  of  the  battalion  more  that  way  than  any  other.  They  did  appreciate  it 
too  &  even  so  many  of  the  boys  when  saying  good-by  told  me  to  thank  you 

very  much  for  the  gift.  I  don«t  think  I  told  you  that  I  was  sent  to 

I 

Tondon  last  week  to  go  to  the  Bank  and  bring  back  the  money.  I  got  it  all 

in  2  shilling  pieces  fr  it  darn  near  broke  my  back  getting  it  back  to 

camp  it  was  so  heavy.  While  i  n  town  I  spent  Friday  evening  with  Jessie 
&  *Torm  Sc  also  had  lunch  at  the  piccadilly  on  Saturday.  They  are  both  look¬ 
ing  well  ^  seem  to  be  enjoying  life  alriglfc  ,  On  Sunday  r>oc  MacI  ac  hi  an 
Murphy  Ben  Cronyn  formerly  of  the  126th  &  a  member  of  Rose  dale  Sr  myself 
got  a  taxi  &  spent  the  day  at  Brighton.  Brighton  is  a  great  spot  8c  I  im¬ 
agine  very  much  like  Atlantic  City  with  its  large  piers  &  walk.  It  was  a 
little  too  cold  for  swimming  but  all  the  bathing  machines  were  on  the  job 
&  looking  for  customers  but  we  did’nt  take  a  chance.  Our  taxi  driver 

evidently  got  lost  for  he  did'nt  pick  us  up  to  complete  the  return  jour¬ 

ney  back  to  Camp  until  after  eleven  o’clock  &  to  make  matters  worse  it 
rained  pitchforks  sr  naturally  we  lost  our  way  *r  wandered  all  over  England 

as  well  as  having  a  blow  out  &  running  out  of  gasoline,  we  were 

* 

lucky  in  the  latter  incident  because  we  hailed  another  taxi  shortly  after 
we  halted  &  robbed  them  of  a  couple  of  gallons.  We  got  home  shortly  after 
four  o'clock  much  to  my  surprise  for  I  expected  to  land  somewhere  in  Scot¬ 
land.  It  wa?  a  grand  trip  8-  reminded  me  of  some  of  the  famous  joyrides 
Jimmie  &  x  used  to  pull  off  at  home.  We  were  a  mighty  sleepy  looking  gang 
on  parade  next  morninghgwever. 

now  I  think  you  have  all  the  news  except  th&t  we  hear  rumours  that  the 


the  draft  to  fill  us  up  again  is  to  come  in  to-morrow  A  then  you  can  bet 
we  will  all  have  to  get  down  to  work  again. 

With  best  love  to  yourself  &  Father  &  hoping  you  are  both  in  the  best  of 

health 

God  bless  you 

Your  loving  son 


"Gerald” 


Witiey  Camp 
May  3oth,19l7 


My  dear  Mother 

Talking  about  society  and  the  social  Whifcl  I  guess  I'm  just  about  the  whole 
cheese.  You  would’nt  believe  me  if  I  were  to  tell  you  that  I'm  batting  nearly 
50o  with  Lords  ft  Ladies  ft  Heaven  knows  what  all."Strue".  Oh  I'm  telling  you 
the  Famous  Fifth  are  home  loving  people  these  days  ft  we  are  all  making  the 
best  of  our  time,  Frank  Boss  broke  the  ice  ft  got  acquainted  with  a  swell  gang 
near  (jodalming  ft  after  paying  them  a  few  visits  picked  on  Stoney  ft  me  to  sup¬ 
port  him  in  his  wanderings.  We  made  our  plunge  last  Saturday  ft  after  getting 
dolled  up  in  our  "courting  cloths"  as  the  men  say  we  traveled  in  state  in  a 
dog-cart  down  tothe  Hon.  ^rs  Bouvrie's  dump.  We  met  the  lady  in  question  ft  j 
was  gol  darned  if  I  knew  what  to  call  her.  X  did'nt  know  whether  to  gve  &er 
the  whole  title  every  time,  I  wanted  to  talk  to  her  or  just  call  her  plain 
Mrs  Bouvrie.  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  did’nt  call  her  anything  because  I  got  the 

darn  name  mixed  up  with  jim  Bovair's  ft  feeling  pretty  sure  she  was  no  relation 

> 

of  Jim's  T  kept  quiet  so  as  not  to  pull  any  bones.  Well  we  got  inside  their 
house  ft  ran  into  a  whole  glock  of  dames  who  were  evidently  looking  for  some 
easy  marks  to  play  tennis  with.  We  were  about  the  only  marks  in  sight  so  we  were 
elected.  Bight  then  I  began  to  get  in  overhead  again  because  in  the  shuffle  X  d 
drew  Lady  someone  or  other  as  a  partner  who  played  like  a  fish.  I  did'nt  put  on 
any  swank  with  her  ft  did’nt  even  attempt  to  call  her  anything  but  "Partner" 

She  was  actually  the  bummiest  tennis  player  X  ever  saw.  X  guess  carrying  all 
that  fancy  name  on  her  kind  of  slowed  her  up.  X  know  to  keep  us  in  the  running 
at  all  I  had  to  be  in  every  corner  of  the  court  at  once  ft  believe  me  between 
that  ft  the  excitement  I  sweat  like  a  bull. 

But  for  all  that  we  had  a  mighty  pleasant  day.  After  tennis  we  slopped  tea 
on  tie  lawn  ft  then  took  a  walk  around  the  estate.  It  was  certainly  some  estate 
if oo.  Those  people  are  not  pikers  by  any  means.  Talk  about  flowers  they  were 


everywhere  and  trees--  any  amount  ft  big  enough  some  of  them  to  drive  a  motor 


truck  through.  But  the  thing  that  looked  good  to  me  was  a  great  big  cement 


t 


swimming  tank  out  in  the  garden  with  a  spring  board  &  dicing  stand  attached. 

Gee  that  thing  did  look  good  to  me.  They  told  us  that  if  we  came  down  next 
week  they  would  get  it  filled  up  with  water  &  give  us  t chance  to  flop 
around  iia  it.  Will  we  be  there  next  week-end?  You  bet  your  life  we  will. 

It  was  certainly  a  grand  &  we  look  forward  to  next  Saturday  for  another  good 
time. 

we  are  beginning  to  be  a  real  doggy  bunch  around  here?  Gasoline  is  next  to  im¬ 
possible  to  purchase  so  Ross  Sc  the  transport  Officer  have  purchased  a  dog-cart 
&  beliewe  me  whenever  we  have  to  go  anywhere  now  we  do  the  thing  up  in  style 
Major  K/rurray  was  so  taken  up  with  the  idea  that  the  sunshine  club  have  decided  1 
to  purchase  one  for  our  own  us©  Major  Murray  is  supplying  the  horse  (his  own 
noble  charger)  while  Fred  Grant  9r  I  have  a  couple  of  Scouts  out  looking  for  a 
nice  dog-cart  we  can  rent.  Then  you  will  see  us  hitting  only  the  high  spots. 
Major  Murray  is  sending  me  to  our  stables  for  a  couple  of  days  for  an  instruc¬ 
tional  course  in  hi  telling  Sc  unhitching  a  horse.  When  we  get  the  thing  going  f 
1*11  get  a  picture  taken  and  send  it  to  you. 

we  have  had  a  very  easy  week.  We  have  very  few  men  left  to  work  with  since 
we  lost  that  draft  of  500  men  so  it  keeps  us  busy  trying  to  find  something 
to  do.  A  couple  of  days  ago  we  received  a  draft  of  150  men  most  of  them  are 
from  the  220th  "Battalion  (York  Rangers)  who  have  only  been  in  the  country 
three  weeks  so  we  no  sooner  got  them  than  we  gave  them  all  their  6  days  landing 
leave.  They  seem  to  be  good  enough  men  but  their  training  has  been  evidently 
fcuite  limited  so  as  soon  as  they  get  back  to  us  next  Sunday  we  willpounce  on 
them  &  knock  them  into  shape  in  quick  order.  Father  will  be  quite  interested 
to  know  that  Herb  Lennox  &  his  Irish  have  taken  the  place  of  the  202nd  and  xx 
are  now  in  our  brigade. I  saw  Herb  at  a  distance  the  other  day  &  he  looks  just 
about  the  same  as  ever.  I  have’nt  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  giving  the  Battalion 
| the  once  over  as  yet  so  I  can’t  express  an  opinion  on  thejadu  j  was  certainly 
surprised  to  see  them  come  to  Witley  but  I  guess  no  more  than  they  were  to  get 
here.  Believe  me  it  makes  us  all  feel  kind  of  funny  to  see  all  these  new  batt- 


I 


aliens  coming  across  about  10  months  later  than  us  and  catching  a  place 
in  the  same  Division  &  worst  of  all  through  our  continual  loss  of  men  through 
drafts  in  just  as  advanced  in  training  if  not  more  so  than  we.  However  I 
guess  Sherman  was  correct  after  all. 

How  are  you  and  vather  keeping?  and  what  is  the  best  news  from  Toronto. 

The  mails  have  gone  nutty  again  &  no  one  has  had  word  from  home  for  almost 
two  weeks. 

With  best  love  &  @od  bless  you 

Your  loving  Son 


"Gerald” 


W it3  ey 

Q 


Hay 


Camp 
ourrey 
24  th  J  9J  7 


My  Dear  Trank 

As  this  used  to  be  our  day  for  fire  crackers 
I  thought  I  would  expl  ode  a  bomb  or  something  &  drop  you 
a  few  lines.  llo  doubt  you’ 33  fee]  the  shock  in  about, 
two  or  three  weeks  time. 

I  received  your  3etter  Jast  week  &  was 
g3  ad  to  haar  that  my  o3  d  bed  wa s  stiJ  J  in  ae  good 
condition  as  ever.  I  can  te3 3  you  the  bed  X  now 
have  tbo  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  is  sJowJy  yielding 
to  treatment  &  getting  pretty  nearly  as  comf ortab3  e  as  the 
one  eat  home.  Hov/ever  the  fit  around  the  hips  isn’t  quite 
as  I  wou3d  Hike  it  yet  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  by  the 
time  we  go  to  Trance  it  ought  to  be  in  pretty  fair  shape. 

Cay  this  going  to  Trance  has  got  to  be  some 
joke  around  here.  As  one  of  the  Cerp;eants  said  the 
other  day  ”¥ar  nay  be  he3 3  but  the  getting  there  is  a 
damned  sight  worse”.  We  have  been  most  unfortunate  for 
we  came  over  too  darned  soon  after  the  fourth  Division 
3  eft  &  by  working  so  nteadi3y  ever  since  we  rea3  3y  got  our 
men  overtrained  so  much  that  Headquarters  even  admitted 
it  cc  thought  it  a  damned  shame  that  the  boys  hadn’t  been 
sent  to  France  three  months  ago.  However  they  have 
succeeded  in  wrecking  us  just  about  as  effective3y  as  thoufh 
v/e  had  been  in  a  stiff  scrap  for  they  ca3  J  ed  on  ue  to  supp3y 
a  draft  of  $00  men.  We  eupp3 ied  the  draft  a3  J  right. 

No  difficuity  about  that,  the  only  difficulty  was  to  J  imit 
it  to  ^ 00  for  everyone  wanted  to  go.  But  after  much  cursing 
&  bawling  by  the  disappointed  onew  we  got  th^m  away  Jast 


night  &  look  J  ike  a  ske3eton  battaJion  today. 

this  $00  &  the  500  sent  in  former  drafts 
you  can  easiJy  reaJize  we  haven’t  got  vary  many  of  the 
o3  d  J34th  3  ef  t .  This  was  practical  3  y  the  3ast  of  the  o3  d 
Toronto-Hiagara-Eorden  gang  &  it  is  surprising  what  a 
crowd  of  outsiders  have  crept  into  the  foJd.  The  officers 
are  about  the  on3y  o3  d  48th  bunch  j  ef  t  &  be] ieve  ne  we  have 
been  3  eft  co3d  at  the  i^ost.  Hot  one  of  us  have  been  ab3  e 
to  get  away  &  we  are  almost  ashamed  to  show  our  faces  in 
London  any  more.  Time  &  time  again  we  have  met  fejjows  who 
cam  to  Engl  and  3  og  after  us  &  have  gone  to  France  &  back 
again  &  the  first  thing  they  say  is  ”My  God  are  you  f«33ows 
still  in  England”.  Remember  we  have  been  here  over  9  months 
now.  However  there  innt  one  of  us  that  doubts  that  after 
about  3  0  minutes  of  War  we  v/iJ J  a3  J  wish  we  were  sti33  in 
England  but  the  whole  idea  is  to  get  over  &  have  a  peek  at 
the  o3d  show  anyway. 

Tomorrow  we  receive  our  reinforcements  who  are 
runoured  to  be  the  Windsor  Highlanders  and  t^en  we  begin 
our  work  in  England  a]  3  over  again.  Fine  months  'work 
a3  3  sho^t  to  he3  3  . 

Y/eJ  3  its  a  cinch  we  wont  be  here  another  nine 
months  for  its  ei|gher  go  as  a  unit  or  be  smashed  vrithin 
the  next  six  or  eight  weeks.  This  is  good  dope.  For  my 
part  I  dont  care  a  damn  one  way  or  the  other.  If  it  is  to 
be  as  a  unit,  a3 3  we3D  and  good.  If  it  is  to  be  smashed 
a3  3  right,  I  know  Co]  I3ents  address  &  wiJ3  Jive  in  hopes 
of  a  p3  aoe  in  the  3  5  th .  So  Jet  it  come. 
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Thin  damned  idea  of  starting  over  ag ain  gets  ny  goat. 

The  next  thing  they  do  with  us  wiJ  j  most  JikeJy  he 
to  put  us  under  a  g3ass  case  &  exhibit  us  at  Eatons. 

I  dont  bJ ame  ’’Jack  Canuck"  for  taking  the  odd  whack  at  us. 

I  gave  ny  hoys  a  f aroweJ 3  party  the  ot>cr  night  in 
their  hut  &  be3  iove  ne  it  was  ahov/3  ing  success. 

We  had  a  few  hundred  cigarettes  &  three  high  buckets 
of  beer.  It  was  such  a  shame  what  happened  to  that 
heer  inside  the  first  fifteen  minutes  that  I  postponed 
the  concert  which  they  were  having  for  a  few  minutes  whi3 e 
I  got  than  a  big  keg  &  had  them  roJ 3  it  into  the  hut  &  pay 

homage  to  it.  The  concert  was  the  best  I  ev«r  jistened 

& 

to  but  as  there  was/a3ways  is  a  certain  amount  of  restraint 
when  an  Officer  is  present  I  bade  them  gooc)  night  at  3  G 
o’cDock  &  to3 d  them  to"Carry  on”.  They  carried  on  a3 3 
right  &  from  what  I  can  gather  it  was  some  party.  The 
next  morning  our  Provost  Sergeant  compJained  to  the  C.O, 
about  the  row  so  hard  that  Major  Murray  was  caJ3ed  into 
the  0rder3y  Hoorn  for  an  exp3 anation.  He  in  turn  jumped 
on  me  hut  -  he3D  what  was  the  use.  The  thing  was  over  & 
done  wit)'.  &  the  hoys  a3  3  enjoyed  theme e]  ves  &  it  was  a 
farewe33  party.  So  I  took  my  ca33  with  a  grain  of  sa3 t 
&  figured  it  was  wej 3  worth  it.  Hoc  MacLachj  an  toJ d  me 
next  morning  that  the  hut  stunk  J ike  the  deviJ .  I  took 

his  word  for  it  &  didnt  3  et  my  curiosity  run  away  with  me. 

Te3  3  llib  I  see  Bi3  3  near3y  every  day  and  that  he  is 
J ooking  fine.  He  has  one  of  those  "a33  over"  hair  cute  & 
the  humps  &  excavations  showing  on  his  head  is  something  to 
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1  fcuees  1*3  3  rinr,  off  nor. 

Give  ny  bea t  to  Kib. 

Hoping  you  are  both  enjoying  J  if  e  in  the 
shade  of  the  Mountain. 

Yours  as  ever, 

Gerry. 

Say  I  guy/  an  ArtiUJery  Officer  the  other  day  rcO  3  in£ 
a  ]3u3  3  Durban  cigarette,  it  made  rjymouth  water  so  I 
asked  hin  for  the  "wrappings ”  &  30 1  it  too.  It  was 
great.  Next  tine  you  write  sJip  in  a  bag  &  some  papers 
will  you?  You  cant  get  either  here  for  Dove  or  money. 


G. 


Witl«y  Ca  m.p 
June  7/l  7 

My  dear  Father 

Just  a  few  minutes  ago  j  received  yours  &  Mothers  of  18th  of  May  &  was 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  "Famous  Fifth"  had  gone  to  France. Of  course  I 
hate  to  call  Sir  Robt.  Borden  &  John  Currie  liars  but  they  are  no  better 
than  anyone  else  when  it  comes  to  spreading  rumours.  Mow  as  I  have  already 
told  you  before  don’t  pay  any  attention  to  anyone  who  tries  to  spring  any 
of  that  kind  of  dope  on  you  for  you  can  rest  assured  that  I  will  cable  you  at 
once  when  we  actually  are  about  to  get  on  the  move. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  we  were  about  to  go  over  in  fact  I  hear  from  good 
sources  we  were  within  one  week  of  it  but  the  Vimy  Ridge  scrap  spoiled  our 
chances  in  that  the  whole  division  were  hit  for  a  large  draft.  At  the  present 
moment  we  have  not  yet  been  brought  up  to  strength.  You  will  recollect  we 
lost  500  men  on  draft  but  since  then  we  have  been  reinforced  by  two  small 
drafts  from  the  22oth  york  Rangers.  The  first  of  150  5-  the  second  just  the 
other  day  0  f  125  so  you  see  we  still  need  225  more  men  to  complete.  Mo 
one  seems  to  know  when  we  will  receive  the  balance  but  reports  have  it  that 
we  will  gj  to  France  no  sooner  than  2  months  from  that  time.  So  you  see  it 
looks  as  though  we  are  located  in  Witley  for  some  time  yet. 

Fveryone  is  quite  confident  that  a  long  as  General  Hughes  stayes  with  us 
we  are  bound  to  go  across  as  a  division  but  there  is  a  strong  rumour  cir¬ 
culating  around  that  both  general  Hughes  &  our  Brigadier  general  Embury  are 
both  leaving  us  &  going  over  to  France  to  one  df  the  Divisions  over  there. 

I  sincerely  hopy  it  is’nt  true  for  I  would  be  rather  doubtful  of  the  Division 
if  we  lost  these  two  men.  However  time  will  tell. 

But  in  the  meantime  we  are  enjoying  ourselves  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  We 
play  either  golf  or  tennis  every  afternoon  down  at  the  golfl  Club  &  a  pretty 
good  time  we  have  out  of  it  all.  Last  night  Geoff  Marani  &  I  staged  a  contest 
on  the  lihks  which  produced  the  biggest  gallery  of  onlookers  this  season. 

The  whole  thing  started  when  Geoff  said  he  could  do  better  throwing  the  ball 
around  the  course  than  using  his  clubs*  So  X  bet  higi  10  shillings  he  could’nt 
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throw  the  hall  around  in  125  &  another  10  that  I  could  heat  him  by  just  using 
my  putter.  Here  were  quite  a  number  o  f  the  hoys  present  when  the  het  was 

made  who  got  interested  &  followed  us  around  the  course  needless  to  say  we 
looked  like  a  hunch  of  rats,  one  throwing  a  golf  hall  around  &  the  other 
hatting  them  out  of  the  hunkers  &  long  grass  with  nothing  hut  a  measley 
putter.  Believe  me  j  had  a  rough  passage  as  T  had  to  he  very  careful  to  keep 
clear  of  all  obstacles  while  hunkers  and  long  grass  were  meat  for  Geoff. 

I  could  outdrive  him  hut  he  had  something  on  me  when  it  came  to  approaching 
Sr  putting. 

The  onlookers  enjoyed  the  match  immensley  Sr  kidded  the  players  for  fair. 
Needles*  to  say  I  got  walloped  on  both  counts  for  Geoff's  arm  held!  out  much 
better  than  j  expected.  He  got  around  in  120  flat  while  I  took  137  after 
getting  stuck  for  a  15  on  the  11th  when  I  got  into  some  long  grass.  It  was 
one  of  the  biggest  sport ing  events  of  the  season  for  Doc  MacLachlan  made  a 
hook  Sr  quoted  all  sorts  of  odds  on  each  &  every  hole.  I  did'nt  have  very  many 
friends  after  the  disastrous  11th  hole  as  they  all  began  to  lose  confidence 
in  me.  In  anticipation  of  a  long  stay  at  Witley  we  have  begun  to  make  a  tennis 
court  in  front  of  our  mess  Sr,  it  begins  to  look  as  if  we  are  going  to  put  in 
a  fair  summer.  I  have'nt  got  such  an  awful  lot  of  news  for  you.  The  H  C  0's 

are  having  the  time  of  their  lives  getting  the  new  men  into  shape  while  we 

hatfe  the  time  of  our  lives  walking  about  from  one  squad  to  another  looking 
wise  Sr  pretending  to  he  busy.  I  must  say  though  that  the  men  are  coming  along 
all  right  Sc  before  long  I  think  we’ll  make  Highla  ders  out  of  them  all. 

To-day  at  lunch  I  got  quite  a  surprise  Col.  John  Cooper  came  into  the  mess 
Sc  called  me  outside.  And  there  sitting  in  a  great  big  Cadillac  "8M  was 
General  Boh  Bennie  all  deeked  out  in  his  brass  hat  Sc  gold  trimmings.  He 

seemed  to  he  quite  pleased  to  see  me  Sc  was  enquiring  after  both  you  Sr  Mother 

Sc  wished. to  he  remembered  to  you  both  when  I  next  wrote.  He  told  me  to  he 
sure  Sc  look  him  up  when  I  got  over  to  Prance. 


Well  I*m  run  about  dry  for  news  now. 

T  have  received  letters  from  you  &  Mother  of  the  1st  14th  &  18th  of 
May  within  the  last  three  days  p,  needless  to  say  was  delighted  to  hear 
from  you  &  get  all  the  Toronto  Mews.  I  also  received  a  box  of  cookies  from 
Mother  along  with  a  pair  of  socks.  The  cookies  were  gr  and  &  lasted  no 
time  at  all.  The  socks  were  awfully  good  too  &  I'm  wearing  them  at  the 
present  time.  With  best  love  to  Mother  &  yourself  &  God  bless  you 

Your  loving  Son 


"Gerald" 


Witley  Camp 
June  13/17 

My  Dear  Mother;- 

Today  has  certainly  beenaa  real  old  time  scorcher.  We  have  been  busy  all 
day  making  one  of  our  historical  attacks  on  one  of  the  hills  at  Thursley 
Commons.  It  was  sure  a  great  day  for  sweating  &  it  ie'nt  very  much  wonder 
when  the  old  thermometer  has  run  up  almost  to  the  sky  &  we  all  wearing  tin 
hats  &  full  packs  &  running  around  the  country  like  a  bunch  of  nuts.  We 
worked  this  way  from  6  o'clock  this  morning  until  about  noon  &  then  called 
off  as  the  field  kitchens  had  arrived®  After  getting  outside  of  some  Irish 
Stew  &  some  Puddin  we  all  sought  the  shade  of  the  nearest  trees  &  slept 
until  it  was  time  to  march  home.  When  we  finally  got  back  we  all  beat  it 
for  the  baths  &  just  soaked  for  about  half  an  hour  in  ice  cold  water  just 
to  make  up  for  the  hot  day 

Pie  ry thing  is  much  the  same  as  usual  with  us  here.  There  is'nt  very  much 
strenuous  work  for  us  to  do  as  the  knocking  into  shape  of  the  new  men  is 
being  left  pretty  well  to  the  Sergeants  and  other  ¥  C  0's  who  are  tickled 
to  death  to  try  their  luck  with  men  whom  we  classify  as  recruit  class. 

That  does'nt  mean  that  we  officers  just  sit  on  our  other  ends  &  watch  the 
fun  for  we  have  to  be  on  the  job  supervising  the  work.  It  is'nt  very  hard 
I’ll  admit  but  its  darn  tiresome  standing  afcound.  At  times  I  feel  like 
taking  a  squad  away  from  the  ¥  c  0  &  doing  the  work  myself  just  for  some 
thing  to  go.  It  has  been  a  source  of  wonderment  to  us  all  a  to  what  the 
Sam  Hill  some  of  these  battalions  do  in  the  training  line  all  the  months 
they  are  in  Canada  for  when  they  get  over  here  I  swear  they  are  not  nearly 

as  far  advanced  in  their  work  as  we  were  at  the  Exhibition  Grounds.  However 
I  don't  think  it  will  be  very  long  now  judging  by  the  way  they  are  being 
woriked  at  present  before  they  have  reached  the  fair  to  middling  stage. In 
whatever  time  we  have  to  spare  we  generally  lend  a  hand  at  building  our 
tennis  court  in  front  of  the  Officer's  Mess.  We  now  have  it  practically 
finished  &  as  soon  as  the  paraphenalia  ©  mes  from  max  London  we  will  be 


right  in  our  element.  The  beauty  of  building  a  tennis  court  or  any  other 
such  thing  in  the  army  is  that  there  never  is  any  lack  of  man  labour.  If  there 
are  eacagh  defaulters  each  day  we  turn  them  loose  on  it  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Orderley  Corporal  in  lieu  of  Pack  Prill  &  other  aiyjtl&r  punishments. 
Qther  days  when  Defaulters  are  lacking  we  let  the  batmen  &  the  Sick  light 
Duty  men  have  their  fling  at  it  so  you  see  we  always  have  somebody  on  the  job. 
in  fact  everyone  does  all  the  manual  labor  on  the  court  except  the  Officers 
who  stand  around  giving  helpful  hints  &  suggestions  &  who  expect  to  reap  the 
benefit  of  all. 

Outside  of  this  there  is  nothing  very  startling  or  exciting  taking  place. 

I  have  received  a  lot  of  letters  &  papers  ju  stt  this  week  from  you  &  Father 
as  well  as  Bocks  &  Taura  Records  from  you.  Its  a  shame  what  happened  to  4  lb 
laura.  They  had  disappeared  within  a  remarkably  short  time  after  arrival, Quite 
a  number  of  us  had  to  get  Btoney  to  give  us  a  number  9  that  night  before  go» 
ing  to  bed.  -pelt  better  for  it  next  morning  though  we  had  a  rocky  passage  all  * 
night . 

T  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  got  the  waggon  working  again  &  a  good 
chauffeur  to  manipulate  it. 

Be  sure  to  go  easy  on  those  $80.  tyres  &  above  all  don't  get  pinched  for 
speeding.  I  am  glad  to  know  both  you  &  Paw  are  well.  Was  sorry  to  hear  about 
Mib.  pope  she  i  s  getting  better’  . 

Best  TOve  to  you  &  gather 
Good-night  &  f^od  bless  you  both/ 

Your  loving  Son 
"Gerald” 


cf< 


( 


June  20th, 1917* 


Mytchett 

Musketry  Camp, 
Surrey. 

My  dear  Father: 


Ink  is  something  unknown  in  this  camp  so 
I  have  to  do  my  best  &  tear  off  this  letter  the  very  best 
way  I  can*  We  arrived  here  yesterday  morning  &  believe 
me  it  is  some  grand  little  party  we  are  having*  Major  Allan 
is  in  command  while  Major  Murray,  Capt. Murphy,  Doc.MacLachl an, 
Geoff .Heyworth,  John  Miln,  three  other  Officers  &  myself 
have  undertaken  the  journey  to  look  after  about  300  of  our 
new  men  who  have  to  fire  their  General  Musketry  Course*  The 
beauty  of  the  place  is  that  we  have  a  cinch  job  &  lots  of 
attractions  after  hours*  We  quit  work  about  half  past  four 
every  afternoon  &  then  you  have  the  rest  of  the  time  to  your¬ 
self*  Aldershot  is  only  a  10  minutes  trip  on  the  train  where 
we  can  go  to  the  different  shows  or  the  movies  as  we  please 
or  else  we  can  get  a  punt  or  canoe  &  paddle  around  on  the 
river  or  else  stay  in  camp  &  play  tennis*  It  is  also  possible 
to  catah  a  good  train  right  at  the  camp  here  &  get  to  London 
in  lots  of  time  to  see  a  show  &  get  back  again  the  same  night 
for  it  is  only  an  hours  run  on  the  fast  trains*  So  you  see 
we  are  managing  to  have  a  pretty  fair  time  of  it  &  expect 
to  keep  up  the  good  work  for  the  next  10  days  anyway* 

We  got  away  from  Witley  yesterday  morning  at 
half  past  three  so  that  we  would  miss  the  heat  of  the  day, 
for  it  has  been  scorching  hot  around  these  parte  now  for 
the  last  two  weeks,  &  arrived  here  about  half  past  eight 
after  losing  our  way  in  taking  a  short  cut  across  the  common 
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which  little  event  tickled  everyone  except  Major  Allan  who  was 
in  no  mood  to  appreciate  the  joke.  The  new  men  stood  the  march 
very  well  indeed  but  while  no  one  actually  dropped  out  en  route 
quite  a  number  paraded  to  the  M.G.with  bad  feet  shortly  after 
our  arrival.  I  guess  12  miles  is  a  little  too  far  for  them 
to  travel  in  comfort  just  yet  as  they  are  pretty  soft  but  if  they 
stick  around  with  us  long  enough  they  will  get  used  to  such 
trifles.  We  have  got  most  of  them  into  kilts  now  &  they  sport 
them  on  every  occasion  but  its  funny  to  hear  the  people  of  Godai¬ 
ming  &  Guildford  spot  them.  They  just  have  to  glance  at  their 
lilly  white  knees  &  then  they  call  them  for  new  comers  into  the 
flock,  and  then  soak  them  accordingly  for  articles  they  purchase. 
The  shop  keepers  are  anything  but  slow  in  this  country. 

I  understand  that  since  our  departure  yesterday  from 
Witley  125  mew  men  have  arrived  from  the  3rd  reserve  Battalion 
which  will  now  bring  us  up  to  strangth  under  the  new  establish¬ 
ment,  namely,  910  ot  her  ranks  &  46  Officers.  So  I  guess  that 
means  a  whole  lot  of  work  for  the  officers  &  N  C  0*6  remaining 
in  Camp  licking  those  fellows  into  shape.  I'm  glad  I'm  here 
&  not  doing  squad  drill  again. 

Your  new  pair  of  Larrigans  arrived  safely  the  other 
day  &  fit  to  perfection  but  I'm  afrain  I  wont  need  to  wear  them 
until  next  winter  for  its  never  wet  enough  around  here  for  them 
in  the  summer  time,  nevertheless  they  will  come  in  mighty  handy 
when  the  rainy  season  comes  on  again  &  then  they  are  the  very 
best  things  in  the  world.  Thanks  very  much  for  them.  It  was 
awfully  good  of  you  to  think  of  them  for  me. 
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Just  the  other  day  I  received  a  whole  batch  of 
Magazines  ft  weekly  papers  which  came  in  mighty  handy  as  we 
had  practically  run  out  of  decent  reading  matter,  I  dont 
believe  I  told  you  of  the  safe  arrival  of  your  "Fare" 
story  is  instalment  of  "Michael ".  The  "Pare”  story  has  gone 
all  around  the  mess  &  one  of  the  funniest  1  ever  read.  All 
those  Ring  Lardner  stories  are  in  great  demand  &  as  soon  as 
one  arrives  everyone  jumps  for  them.  They  are  certainly 
great.  The  "Michael "  stories  are  also  good  &  many  inquiries 
for  the  next  instalment  have  been  made  by  a  number  of  the  boys* 

So  you  see  we  all  appreciate  your  trouble  &  thoughtfulness 
more  than  you  imagine.  The  clippings  are  as  greatly  in  demand 
as  ever  too.  Mother1 s  socks  have  all  arrived  safely  ft  they 
always  fit  like  a  charm  &  never  seem  to  wear  out  which  makes 
them  doubly  welcome. 

Will  you  ask  Mother  sometime  to  get  me  three  or 
four  suits  of  jb  V  D  Combination  Underwear  size  36*  as  I»v© 

j us t  about  gone through  all  that  I  brought  over  with  me  &  some 

stuff  I  bought  here  is  terrible.  The  crotch  is  all  open  * 
you  get  a  terrible  draught  under  the  kilt  on  a  windy  day* 

But  for  all  that  they  are  awfully  convenient  on  certain  occasions. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  both  are  keeping  well  &  enjoying  life 
in  the  old  bus  these  hot  days.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 

We  are  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  the  result  of 
conscription  in  Canada.  We  have  heard  all  sorts  of  reports 
is  hardly  know  how  it  is  going  to  turn  out.  We  all  realize 
that  the  passing  of  the  bill  will  mean  a  God  send  to  us  for 
that  is  the  only  thing  on  earth  that  is  keeping  us  together  in 

‘"’ngland,  If  it  ■f'ail  s  it  means  good  night  to  u©  ft  a  division 
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4. 

&  as  sure  as  fate  we  will  be  shot  to  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth  &  split  up  amongst  the  Pour  Divisions  now  in  the 
field*  If  it  passes  we  are  sure  to  go  over  as  a  unit* 

So  in  the  meantime  we  are  anxiously  waiting  &  praying  for 
the  best* 

Well  I*m  run  dry  now  &  wi!3  have  to  call  a  halt. 
With  all  sorts  of  love  to  Mother  &  yourself  & 
hoping  you  are  both  in  the  best  of  health*  God  bless  you* 

Your  loving  Son, 

"Geral d. » 
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Club, 


Surrey, 

June  24th, 39^ 7. 


Dear  Mother, 

As  this  is  Sjmday  afternoon  we  are  having  a  ha3f 
holiday  although  we  spent  all  morning  on  the  Ranges  ,so  Major 
Allan  Murphy,  John  Miln, Geoff  Heyworth  and  myself  got  a  taxi 
from  Aldershot  &  came  out  here  for  a  little  game. 

This  place  is  quite  handy  to  Mytchett  as  it  only 
takes  about  half  an  hours  run  in  the  car.  It  is  a  beautiful 
spot  &  is  easily  the  best  golf  course  of  any  I  have  ever 
played  on  in  England,  It  is  something  like  Rosedale  as 
far  as  the  hills  are  concerned  but  apart  from  that  it  is 
totally  different.  The  Club  house  is  one  really  worth 
while  &  like  Rosedale  sets  on  top  of  a  hill  which  seems  as 
steep  as  a  mountain  after  playing  18  holes  &  the  only  way 
to  get  up  the  darn  thing  is  to  dig  in  your  toes.  The  house 
itself  is  a  might  comfortable  little  place  &  is  a  rough  cast 
building  with  a  beautiful  dining  room, smoking  room,  reception 
room  etc.  Besides  the  golf  course  which  is  extremely  wild 
&  rugged  &  covered  from  top  to  bottom  with  heather  there  are 
four  wonderful  tennis  courts  as  well  as  bowl ing  greens  & 
croquet  lawns.  I  dont  know  who  the  samfcili  would  want  to 
use  the  croquet  lav/ns  outside  of  a  few  old  women  but  its 
there  just  the  same.  I  can  easily  imagine  the  good  times  the 
people  from  these  parts  used  to  have  around  here  in  peace  times. 
At  present  it  would  be  pretty  dead  here  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Sandhurst  Cadets  who  fairly  swarm  around  the  Club.  Sandhurst 
itself  is  only  about  2  miles  away  so  the  boys  make  the  best 
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use  of  the  club  &  its  surroundings* 

By  the  way  you  mentioned  in  one  of  your  former 

k 

letters  that  you  had  started  in  pi aying  the  noble  game  at 
Lambton.  1*11  bet  you  &  Paw  now  have  a  great  time  every 
night  at  dinner  tel  3 ing  each  other  the  different  strokes 
&  how  Mr  or  Mrs* so  &  so  laid  a  perfect  stymie  on  you  &  all 
the  rest  of  it.  1*11  give  you  a  tip.  If  you  want  to  know 

how  to  become  a  player  you  first  of  a32  have  to  learn  the 

language  of  the  game.  The  best  way  to  do  this  is  to 
challenge  Paw  some  day  &  then  I  think  you* 31  learn  enough 
to  spring  a  big  surprise  on  the  other  ladies  when  you  play 
them  next. 

How  dont  go  so  nutty  over  the  game  as  to  pinch 
all  Fathers  walking  sticks  just  to  get  in  a  little  practice 
swinging  around  the  house  in  your  spars  time.  If  you  do  it 
might  be  bad$  for  both  the  furniture  &  the  sticks  to  say 
nothing  of  Paw. 

I  am  pretty  rotten  at  the  game  myself  but  1*11 

get  you  to  give  me  a  few  lessons  &  then  I  guess  1*31  be  jake* 

Well  I  must  stop  now  as  the  dinner  gong  has  just 
gone  &  I  am  feel ing  as  though  I  had  aMf egertha" 

Give  my  best  love  to  Paw. 

Hoping  you  are  both  well.  God  bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 


"Gera! d" 
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My  dear  Father 


Wit3ey  Camp, 

June  2oth.,J$jl7» 

We  have  just  blown  into  Camp  fro m  Mytchett 
Ranges  to  find  that  the  rest  of  the  battaJ ion  absent  on  a 
three  day  bivouacing  scheme  with  the  other  three  battalions 
of  the  brigade  down  at  Fernhurst  where  our  Company  put  in  a 
very  enjoyable  three  days  of  it  two  or  three  months  ago.  When 
we  arrived  we  found  the  camp  quite  deserted  except  for  a 
couple  of  cooks  &  a  few  Military  Pol icemen,  so  we  aJ3  had  to 
get  busy  &  get  everything  running  smoothly.  The  men  all  got 
a  good  dinner  after  their  3ong  wa3k  as  we3  3  as  a  good  bath 
&  not  3  east  got  paid  so  they  are  a3  3  now  in  the  best  of  humour 
although  a  bit  tired. 

Our  musketry  party  was  not  a  howJ ing  success 
as  far  as  the  resu3ts  of  the  firing  were  concerned  because 
our  new  men  cant  shoot  for  sour  appJes.  In  fact  I  am  just 
waiting  &  wondering  what  their  3 ong  suit  rea33y  is.  Up 
to  the  present  it  has  not  been  apparent.  I  am  afraid  the 
men  are  not  so  much  to  blame  as  the  officers  they  had  at  home. 

I  guess  they  spent  too  much  time  trying  to  make  good  fej  3  ows 
of  themselves  &  not  paying  any  too  much  attention  to  training 
&  discipline.  But  they  are  &31  wrong  if  they  expect  the  same 
kind  of  treatment  here  because  none  of  us  are  seeking  popularity 
at  the  expense  of  efficiency.  They  have  had  several  rude  jolts 

t 

up  to  date  &  I  think  they  are  beginning  to  set  up  &  take  a 
litt3e  notice.  However  we  will  know  more  of  them  in  a  months 
time  &  wi33  at  least  hope  for  some  improvement  in  that  time. 
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One  of  the  first  persons  I  ran  into  when  we  got 
hack  to  camp  was  Willard  Malone  now  Lieutenant  Colonel 
W.P.Mal one  of  the  208th  Irish  Bifles.  He  has  command  of 
Herb  Lennox’s  battalion  &  he  sure  looked  mighty  uncomf ortabl e 
in  a  f 3  at  hat  &  square  tunic  but  at  that  he  looks  every  inch 
a  C.O*  He  stopped  me  on  the  street  &  we  had  quite  a  talk • 

He  wants  me  to  cone  over  to  their  mess  &  have  dinner  with 
them  some  night.  I  tc3  d  him  I  wou3d  be  deJighted.  I  asked 
Ha3  DeGruchy  (he  is  in  the  208th  as  you  know)  how  he  3  iked 
the  new  C.0.&  he  said  HHe  is  too  damned  strict.”  We33  I 
think  between  us  that  that  is  no  fai3 ing  with  that  bunch 
for  they  can  stand  a  little  bucking  up  a33  right  without  any 
damage  being  done.  I  think  Our  Herb  Jet  them  run  a  bit  wiJd. 

I  also  noticed  that  they  have  a  new  Senior  Major,  so  it  wouldn’t 
surprise  me  to  see  big  improvements  in  the  near  future. 

I  suppose  you  would  be  surprised  to  hear  that  Prank 
Murphy  &  myseJf  are  good  micks  now.  its  quite  true  &  wi33  be 
unti3  next  Monday  when  we  will  resume  normal  conditions.  Here 
is  how  it  comes  about.  A3 3  week  end  leave  has  been  cance3  3ed 
so  there  isnt  a  chance  for  any  of  us  to  get  to  town  at  all. 

Major  Murray  came  to  me  today  &  toJd  me  that  there  was  to  be 
a  Memoria3  Sevice  for  CathoJ ics  in  London  next  Sunday  &  our 
battalion  had  been  detai3ed  by  brigade  E.Q.to  send  two  officers 
&  five  men  to  see  the  show.  We  have  five  micks  amongst  the 
men  a!3  right  but  unfortunately  when  it  comes  to  the  officers 
we  are  all  bloody  Protestants.  So  in  3ooking  over  the  names 
the  only  two  out  of  the  whole  bunch  that  sound  at  a31 
doganified  are  Murphy  &  Malone  so  our  orderly  room  sent  in  the 
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two  names*  Major  Murray  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  go  & 
you  bet  I  jumped  at  the  chance*  So  on  Saturday  you  can 
just  imagine  the  two  of  us  beating  it  to  London  (trans¬ 
portation  paid)  to  attend  High  Maes,  &  Monday  a  holiday 
too  on  account  of  Dominion  Day.  Pretty  soft  eh  what* 

Its  certainly  a  shame  to  take  the  money.  If  we  ever  get 
as  far  as  London  its  a  dead  cinch  that  we  v/ont  be  missed 
at  the  Service  for  I’m  go!  darned  if  I’m  going  to  get  up 
early  in  the  morning  mass  or  no  mass.  Everj'one  in  the 
mess  is  kidding  us  but  to  tell  the  truth  I  think  the  joke 
is  on  them  &  not  us.  Up  to  date  I  have  been  offered 
£2*10/  for  my  place  in  the  line.  Just  think  of  the  fun 
I  would  have  missed  if  my  name  had  been  Macpherson  or  MacLeod 
or  any  such  name  as  that* 

Well  I  guess  I’ll  ring  off  now.  I’ll  let  you  know 
later  how  the  good  nicks  Francis  Michael  Murphy  &  Gerajd 
Morphy  Malone  slip  it  over  the  Archbishop  on  Sunday. 

With,  very  best  love  to  yourself  &  Mother.  God  Bless 

you  both. 


Your  loving  Son, 
Gera!  d. 
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Witley  Ca  mp 
July  srd,  191? 

My  dear  Mother*- 

I  have  just  arrived  hack  in  camp  from  my  religious  festivities  in 
Westminster  Roman  catholic  Cathedral  in  London  very  early  this 
morning  and  you  can  take  it  from  me  some  time  was  had.  You  should 
have  seen  us  marching  through  the  streets  of  London  early  Sunday 
morning  to  attend  High  Mass,  we  had  the  Grenadiers  Guards  BanM  play¬ 
ing  for  us  and  we  strutted  along  as  though  we  did  the  same  thing 
every  day.  Murph  and  I  were  both  frightened  to  look  either  to  the 
right  or  left  for  fear  of  seeing  someone  we  knew.  However  we  felt 
more  comfortable  although  h&Cdiy  at  home,  when  we  got  iitgide  and  away 
from  the  public  gaze,  si  r  George  A  Lady  perley  were  amongst  the  also 
rans  and  its  just  a  question  who  pulled  the  most  bones  throughout  the 
whole  service, Sir  George  Murph  or  myself.  lady  Perley  we  eliminated 
because  she  played  safe  all  the  same  and  did  not  stand  up  or  sit  down 
until  everypne  in  the  place  had  beaten  her  to  it  by  about  a  minute 
but  her  husband  certainly  gave  us  a  couple  of  bum  steers,  we  sat  in  the 
second  row  in  the  stalls  immediately  behind  him  and  for  the  first  couple 
of  hours  he  continually  got  us  in  dutch  by  hopping  up  and  down  at  the 
wrong  time,  we  were  unfortunate  enough  to  have  picked  a  place  too  close 
up  and  where  there  were  not  enough  faithful  ones  ahead  to  give  us  a 
cue  omeee  in  a  while.  At  one  time  the  three  of  us  were  the  only  ones 
standing  up  a  d  when  we  realized  it  there  was  a  scramble  to  get  down 
again.  I  think  i  won  hy  a  nose .  An  officer  beside  me  asked  me  if  I  under¬ 
stood  everything  going  on  a  d  when  I  told  him  I  could  not  understand 
a  darn  word  he  laughed  a  nd  said  it  kept  him  travelling  too  as  Half  the 
stunts  were  new  to  him  and  he  had  been  a  good  mick  all  his  life.  However 
it  was  a  great  show.  The  gowns  were  gorgeous  I  amsure  you  would  have 
enjoyed  it.  They  are  no  pikers  believe  me  when  it  comes  to  putting  on  gog« 
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However  about  one  o*  clock  the  labors  of  the  day  being  ended  we  want  from 
labor  to  refreshment  and  had  a  bang  up  meal  at  the  Carleton 
r  Oh  yes  we  were  no  pikers  either.  We  stayed  at  the  Carleton.  As  thic;  was  a 
special  extra  occasion  we  done  ourselves  proud.  Admiral  Sims  of  t be  U  s  A 
Eavy  had  nothing  on  us  for  as  you  know  the  Carleton  is  his  "beanery"  too.  I 

Ufonday  being  Dominion  Day  we  all  had  a  holiday  so  j  spent  the  afternoon  and 
evening  with  Form  4  Jessie  up  the  River  at  Hanpton  Court,  we  were  joined  by 
jack  Ringtone  &  Jim  Gardiner  from  Toronto.  We  all  went  shopping  in  the  Town 
and  then  got  a  punt  and  had  our  supper  on  the  River.  Of  all  the  suppers  I 
ever  had  j  think  that  one  was  the  limit,  w©  had  more  to  eat  than  I  have  seen 
for  years  at  one  sitting?meat,bread, lettuce .cakes »buns »cherries »and  the  lord 
only  knows  what.  Roiling  the  tea  was  nota  wonderful  success  so  we  drank  ginger 
ale  which  jessie  complained  of  being  gassy.  We  all  knew  that  without  her  tellinj 
us»  It  was  some  meal.  I  admit  I  did  it  justicebut  Jessie  was  unkind  in  her 
I  remarks  when  I  was  through  eating  (everything  wa  gone  the  anyway)  she  turned 
to  me  and  said  "Take  a  little  tip  from  me, if  ever  you  get  a  gril  for  Heavens 
sake  marry  her  quick  before  she  gets  a  chance  to  gee  that  appetite  of  yours 
for  if  you  don*t  it  will  he  all  off",When  I  told  them  I  always  got  up  from 
the  t&fele  fe41ing  that  I  ©  uld  eat  more, norm  tore  her  hair  and  said  that  I  had 

eaten  all  Jessie’s  and  her  savings  for  the  last  months  and  the  next  time  I 

x 

would  only  be  welcome  if  I  brought  my  own  food  with  me.  It  wa^  a  glorious  day. 

They  did  not  act  as  though  they  were  troubled  with  indigent idn  at  that* 

. 

When  I  arrived  hack  at  Ca  mp  I  received  your  letter  dated  June  loth  also  two  £x< 

from  Rather  dated  june  2nd  and  11th. Feedless  to  say  i  was  glad  to  hear  from 
you  both  and  to  hear  that  you  are  well  and  taking  trips  to  the  pojnt  etc. in 
the  car. 

Rather  was  asking  about  the  5th  division. Tell  him  it  is  just  as  close  to  going 
J)0ver  to  Rrance  as  it  wTa  la^t  August .Rnough  said  about  that. Also  tell  him 

that  Major  Allan  is  still  senior  Major  no withstanding  rumours  to  the  contrary 

‘ 

although  Murph  has  got  Grubb’s  Company  and  Ross  is  Adjutant. Cy  Grubbe  as  you 


know  broke  his  ankle  about  five  months  ago  and  is  still  convalescent.  It 
will  never  be  strong  again  to  walk  very  far  on  it  so  necessarily  he  is  now  03 

off  the  strength. 

With  love,  God  bless  you  both. 


your  loving  Son 
"Gerald" 
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Witley  Canp 


July  12th  1917 

My  dear  gather:  - 

As  sir  Douglas  Haig  says  "There  is  nothing  to  report"  hut  I  figure  1*11 
drop  you  a  few  lines  anyway  A  let  you  know  that  everything  is  "Jake". 

The  greatest  excitement  around  these  diggings  happens  to  he  the  tennis 
craze.  Every  morning  noon  A  night  fact  every  minute  we  all  get  to 
ourselves  there  is  a  mad  dash  to  get  into  the  game,  our  court  has  proved 
a  huge  success  A  its  pretty  hard  to  get  away  now  any  of  the  hoys  at  all. 

It  is  funny  the  different  crazes  we  have  had  since  coming  to  the  camp  last 
^ovemher.Golf  .Bridge  .chess, Fan  Tan,  Minoru,  in  fact  pretty  nearly  every 
known  game  in  the  universe  except  rolling  the  hones.  But  with  the  exception 
of  golf  they  all  ded  just  about  a  quickly  as  they  were  horn  after  a 
strenuous  run  of  a  couple  of  weeks  each.  The  golf  craze  is  not  quite  dead 
because  there  are  still  a  few  enthursiasts  who  claim  that  it  is  the  King  of 
all  sports  hut  they  are  few  and  far  between.  For  myself  I*ve  almost  given 
up  that  gare  a  hopeless  A  starting  in  to  try  my  luck  at  tennis  where 

i 

there  is  more  action  and  a  lot  more  convenient. 

After  dinner  each  night  the  crowd  carry  their  chairs  out  from  the  mess  A 
surround  the  court  to  witness  the  fun.  We  are  having  a  little  tournament 
of  our  own  at  the  present  time  A  lots  of  exciting  games  are  being  staged. 

Fre  Grant  4  t  e  padre  put  on  a  bout  last  night.  They  were  both  so  bum  it  was 
funny,  vred  finally  won  out  when  the  Padre  weakened  A  immediately  bought 
drinks  for  all  his  supporters.  Al  Ramsay  also  staged  a  real  bout  to-night  wher 
he  stepped  into  the  Arena  like  a  prize  fighter  dressed  up  in  his  bath  robe 
which  he  flung  off  after  bowing  A  acknowledging  the  gangs  ovation  A  then 
posed  for  us  in  different  attitudes  (He  was  dressed  in  running  shoes  A  a 
suit  of  underwear)  He  then  put  on  his  robe  A  sat  in  one  corner  of  the  court 
A  tied  a  handkerchief  around  his  head  just  like  a  real  tennis  player, Fred 
G^ant  xxxprtsx*  umpired  A  to  start  the  contest  he  stood  on  top  of  a  step 
ladder  a  announced  "For  the  next  event  we  have  in  the  corner  A  Reade  Ra  msay 
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Captain  ft  tennis  player  of  **CW  Company  ft  in  this  comer  G  Bradley  Snow  an 

i , 

unknown  of  the  same  club  .Shake  hands”  A1  pranced  up  to  the  net  ft  threw  off  his 
1  dressing  gown  shook  hands  ft  then  pranced  back  to  hi3  corner  ft  after  throw¬ 
ing  a  few  poses  served  the  first  ball  away  over  the  stop  net  at  the  back. 

That  nearly  broke  up  the  game.  There  was  so  much  cheering  ft  yelling  that 
before  the  game  had  gone  very  far  an  awful  lot  of  the  officers  from  the  other 
battalions  came  out  to  see  the  fun.  Brad  Snow  is  just  as  bad  a  player  as  A1 
but  he  did’nt  have  a  chance  in  that  game  for  laughing. A1  pulled  through*  by  the 
skin  of  his  tftsth  ft  is  so  pleased  about  it  that  he  now  adds  after  his  signa¬ 
ture  "ca-P^ain  ft  Te  nnis  player-."  it  was  the  best  exhibition  I*ve  seen  for  a 
long  time,  pvery  night  we  have  some  such  games  ft  believe  me  they  are  away 
ahead  of  anything  at  Sheas  for  real  fun. 

We  have  got  all  our  men  in  kilts  now  ft  are  working  them  pretty  hard  ft  I 
think  gradually  getting  them  into  shape.  They  have  at  least  improved  quite 
a  bit  since  we  got  hold  of  them  because  they  never  had  to  work  as  hard  before 
ft  they  are  bound  to  show  something.  The  one  thing  they  find  pretty  hard  is  the 
route  marching.  They  find  that  their  packs  get  pretty  heavy  after  a  few  miles 

A 

ft  they  certainly  show  it  for  tgey  will  sweat  their  heads  off  before  our  old 
men  get  even  settled  in  their  stride.  But  as  I  said  before  I  think  they  are 
beginning  to  come  around  all  right..  T  got  a  plreasant  surprise  this  week  for 
one  afternoon  I  came  in  from  a  field  day  ft  found  Jack  Alexander  sound  asleep 
on  my  bed.  jack  was  about  the  last  person  in  the  world  I  expected  to  see  so 
you  can  imagine  we  had  a  great  old  time  for  the  day  and  a  half  he  stayed. He 

|  is  just  the  same  old  boy  ft  at  present  is  on  leave  from  prance.  You  may  remember 

; 

he  went  over  with  a  pioneer  battalion  ft  when  it  was  broken  up  caught  a  place 
with  the  29th.  He  has  been  over  there  for  eight  months  now  ft  is  quitting  the 
Infantry  game  ft  going  into  the  plying  Corp  s  immediately.  We  had  quite  a  good 
|time  when  he  was  here  playing  golf  tennis  ft  looking  over  the  country  but  he 

' 

left  tonight  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  time  at  qhorncliffe  where  he  knows  a  lot 
of  people. Tjowever  i  wag  awf  lly  glad  to  see  him  ft  it  was  good  of  him  to  look 
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us  up#  Mait  Newman  has  left  for  Canada  Sc  he  told  me  he  would  ring  you  up 
when  he  arrived  &  give  you  all  the  news  of  the  battalion# 

I  have  received  your  letters  pretty  regularly  lately  Sc  June  24th  was  the 
last  which  arrived  the  day  before  yesterday.  Mothers  le  ters  have  been 
coming  along  fine  too  ^  it  has  been  great  to  hear  from  you  so  often  8c  so 
regularly. Tell  Mother  j  also  re  ceived  her  box  of  Underwear  (which  was 
more  than  welcome)  Socks  Handkerchiefs  &  shir  Is. They  were  all  fine  &  just 
what  I  needed  most.t/rany  thanks  for  them. 

Now  I#ve  got  to  get  to  bed  for  tomorrow  we  have  to  make  one  of  our 
famous  bloodless  attacks  on  "Tadmore  Farm  "  there  is  not  a  hill  o  r 
farmhouse  within  ten  miles  that  we  have*nt  captured  at  least  five  times  already 
but  that  does'nt  cut  any  ice. 

^Best  love  to  both  Mother  8c  Yourself 
Good-night  &  God  bless  you  both 

Your  loving  son 
"Gerald" 
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Ju3  y  3  9th  3  936. 


My  dear  Father, 


Wit3 ey  Camp, 

Surrey. 


There  is  so  3itt3e  news  that  I  hard3y  know 
what  the  dickens  I  can  te3 3  you.  We  are  carrying  on  in  the 
same  o3 d  hum  drum  way  evident3y  waiting  for  something  to 
turn  up  which  wi33  decide  our  fate  one  way  or  the  other. 

I  figure  that  that  something  wi3 3  he  the  resu3 t  of  the 
Conscription  question  now  being  fought  out  in  Ottawa  & 

I  rea33y  think  that  the  passing  or  rejecting  of  that 
3313  3  means  the  sa3 vation  or  the  smashing  of  the  division. 
Hatura33y  we  are  a3  3  very  much  interested  &  read  the  papers 
pretty  c3ose3y  from  day  to  day  to  get  the  3atest  dope. 

I  noticed  by  yesterdays  paper  that  Laurier  &  a  few  other 
gents  are  evident3y  working  hard  for  a  genera3  e3ection. 

I  cant  say  that  this  attitude  finds  an  awfu3  3 ot  of  support 
amongst. the  Canadians  over  here.  Everyone  is  strong  for 
Borden  &  especia33y  Conscription  on  the  doub3e. 

I  dare  say  we  take  a  rather  ee3fish  view  of 
the  case  as  we  are  a3 3  so  strong  to  see  the  Division  kept 
together  &  of  course  the  only  way  that  that  is  poesib3e 
is  to  have  more  men  .  So  you  see  if  we  get  Conscription 
everything  wi33  be  jake.  If  not  our  name  is  mud  &  in  the 
meantime  whi3 e  they  are  scrapping  at  home  we  are  hanging 
around  here  awaiting  our  fate. 

However  we  a3 3  manage  to  exist  by  swinging 
the  3ead  on  parades  &  p3 aying  3  awn  tennis  after  hours. 

Whi3  e  Saturday's  &  Sundays  v/e  take  off  for  socia3  bounding 
when  we  trot  down  to  Co3 .&  Mrs .Bouverie ' s  in  our  dog  cart 
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&  play  tennis  &  soak  up  a  little  tea.  They  really  give  us 
a  fine  time  for  every  week  end  they  have  a  gang  of  young 
people  on  hand,  and  we  manage  to  spend  the  day  without  the 
least  hit  of  trouble.  They  are  the  real  English  peopleyou 
read  about  &  bel ieve  me  the  best  is  none  too  good  for  us 
whenever  we  come  around.  They  are  certainly  fine  people. 

We  pulled  off  a  snappy  Brigade  Church  parade 
last  Sunday  out  on  Thursley  Common.  General  Hughes , General 
Embury  our  brigadier  &  all  the  Divisional  &  Brigade  Staffs 
attended  which  lent  an  air  of  dogginese  to  our  proceedings. 
Speaking  of  dogs  they  proved  to  be  the  greatest  excitement 
of  the  whole  show  for  t?70  of  them  persisted  in  chasing 
each  other  all  around  the  place  during  the  service  &  generally 
putting  things  on  the  bum.  Both  Staffs  did  their  best  to 
clear  the  coast  but  there  was  nothing  doing.  Heedless  to 
say  all  this  commotion  was  a  treat  to  us  &  to  all  the  men 
&  even  General  Hughes  had  a  eJy  tv/inkl  e  in  his  eye  but  believe 
me  the  Padres  &  the  Staffs  were  sure  worried.  I  would  have 
hated  to  have  seen  the  fun  stopped. 

How  I  think  I’ve  said  my  say  &  I’ll  ring  off. 

Give  my  1 ove  to  Mother  &  I  hope  that  you  are 
both,  in  the  best  of  health. 

Good  night  &  God  bless  you 

Your  loving  Son 


Geral d. 


Witley  Camp 
Surrey  July  26/17 


My  dear  Mother; - 

The  only  startling  news  of  any  kind  I  have  for  you  this  week  outside  of  the 
ordinary  routine  is  that  the  king  is  going  to  give  us  the  once  over  tomorrow 
morning  while  we  are  on  a  route  march.  He  is  just  paying  a  visit  to  the  ca  mp 
so  we  all  have  to  he  on  our  best  behavior  k  do  a  few  little  parlour  tricks 

for  him#  our  brigade  the  13th  pass  him  on  a  route  march.  The  14th  h»e  their 

< 

lines  inspected  #  the  15th  are  staging  a  sham  trench  attack  for  his  benefit 
@8  Common.  I  dare  say  it  wont  take  him  more  than  a  couple  of  hours 


t©  go  the  whole  job. 

I  took  a  party  of  SO  men  down  to  Aldershot  yesterday  to  attend  the  open  air 
investiture  ceremony  k  believe  me  it  really  was  a  wonderful  sight,  we  arrived 
in  Aldershot  in  the  morning  k  walked  from  the  station  to  the  Queens  Parade 
an  immense  big  ground  where  we  secured  good  seats  in  the  inclesure  within 
50  yards  of  the  platform  &  then  waited  about  two  hours  for  the  fun  to  commence 
We  were  very  lucky  bee  ause  there  were  easily  loo.ooo  people  present  which 
mostly  consisted  of  soldiers  namely  imperials .Canadians »  Australians,  Few 
Zealeanders  k  about  100  Americans.  The  guard  of  honour  consisted  of  some  Im¬ 
perial  Engineers  which  were  mighty  smart  in  appearance  k  very  snappy  in  all 
their  movements.  The  Royal  Plying  coprs  along  with  some  other  Imperial  Unit 
supplied  the  music  for  the  day  in  the  shape  of  brass  bands  k  they  did  them¬ 
selves  proud  grinding  out  music  to  entertain  the  crowd?  we  all  sat  around 
until  about  11.30  when  the  Royal  Car  drove  through  the  crowd  k  the  King, Queen 
k  Princess  Mary  hopped  out  k  took  their  seats  along  with  the  Duke  of Connaught 
k  a  whole  lot  more  whonil  did'nt  know  from  Adam.  If  Tommy  Church  had  only  been 
there  the  party  w  uld  have  been  comlete.  a®  the  King  slipped  onto  the  plat¬ 
form  the  guard  of  Honour  presented  Arms.  The  Royal  Standard  was  unfurled  the 
massed  bands  struck  up  the  National  Anthem  k  all  the  Officers  present  came 


up  to  the  salute.  It  certainly  was  a  stirring  sight.  The  King  returned  the 
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salute  ft  then  inspected  the  Guard  of  Honour  ft  then  proceeded  with  the  bu¬ 
siness  of  the  day  presenting  medals  to  about  250  Officers  Hurses  N.C-.O's  ft 
men.  Rach  of  them  filed  onto  the  platform  in  turn  received  his  decoration 
shook  hands  with  the  King  ft  then  beat  it.  One  thing  I  noticed  very  much  was 
that  the  Duke  stood  just  to  the  left  ft  behind  the  King  ft  watched  every  man 
closely.  When  it  happened  to  be  a  Canadian  tve  Duke  stopped  him  just  before  1- 
leaving  the  platform  said  a  few  words  to  him  ft  then  shook  him  by  the  hand  . 

He  seemed  only  interested  in  the  Canadians  because  everyone  else  he  did'nt 
bother  about  but  I  don't  think  one  of  our  boys  escaped  hi?:  eye.  The  best 
cheer  of  the  day  went  up  when  two  Canadians  Kurses  pulled  down  their  medals 
All  the  Canadians  in  the  crowd  rose  up  ft  yelled.  It  was  a  mighty  interesting 
ceremony  *  1  wac  awfully  glad  to  get  the  chance  to  attend.  After  the  King  had 
completed  his  jub  the  Duke  ended  the  proceedings  by  stepping  forward  ft  called 
for  three  cheers  for  His  Majesty  the  King.  Believe  me  some  roar  went  up. 

After  that  we  all  marc  ed  down  to  the  station  ft  came  back  to  ca  mp. 

Well  how  is  the  garden  coming  along.  I  suppose  it  keeps  you  busy  picking 
bugs  off  the  potatoes  ft  gthering  in  the  harvestl  received  letters  from  both 
you  ft  gather  this  last  week  also  the  weekly  newspapers  ft  a  couple  of  batches 
of  clippings  ft  magazines  so  you  see  I'm  well  stocked  up  for  reading  matter. 
It  is  good  to  hear  from  you  both  so  often  and  regularly.  We  are  leaving  on 
Saturday  mor  ing  for  a  four  days  bivouac  at  Langmoerr  Ranges  which  is  about 
17  miles  from  here  ft  about  Xo  miles  the  other  side  of  Bramshott  Camp.  Most 
likely  we  will  spend  the  most  of  our  time  putting  the  whole  battalion  through 
a  short  musketry  course  ft  then  return  about  the  middle  of  next  week. 

I  rnuirt  get  to  bed  now  or  I'll  never  be  up  in  time  for  parade  in  the  morning. 
With  best  love  to  yourself  ft  Paw.  god  bless  you  both  ft  keep  you  on  good  healtl 

Your  loving  son 


"Gerald" 
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Witley  Camp,  Surrey, 


July  30th,  1917. 


My  Dear  Father: 

Well  George  gave  us  the  '♦nee  over  the  other  day  and 
stood  the  ordeal  fairly  well.  Our  "brigade  pulled  off  a  route 
mar  oil  and  the  King  looked  us  over  near  feilford  Village.  We 
happened  to  "be  the  last  "battalion  in  the  "brigade  and  e.3  we 
marched  up  to  the  saluting  "base  our  "band  got  a  "bit  exoitad  and 
"began  hitting  up  "Highland  laddie"  at  a  mile  a  minute  clip  and 
to  keep  in  time  we  had  to  do  some  stopping  out.  We  were  travel¬ 
ling  so  fast  that  the  shorter  men  went  past  on  the  run  trying  to 
keep  up.  I  was  in  rear  of  our  Company  and  was  pounding  the 
pavement  so  hard  that  the  King  and  his  party  appeared  Just  like 
a  blurr  to  ms.  However  others  tell  me  that  he  was  looking  as 
well  as  usual  and  on  the  platform  with  him  were  the  Queen, 

General  Hughes  and  his  h ife  and  a  few  other  notables.  I  figure 
that  I  was  travelling  in  pretty  tough  luck  when  I  walked  past 
within  five  yardsof  the  gang  and  hardly  had  time  to  see  a  "blamed 
thing.  That  has  been  about  our  only  excitement  around  here  since 
you  last  heard  from  me.  I  had  a  grand  haul  of  mail  yesterday 
when  I  drew  down  a  number  of  letters  from  you  and  Mother, as  well 
as  the  weekly  papers  of  July  1st  &  8th,  a  Popular  and  Everybodys 
Magazine,  a  few  of  Mother" s  Cookies,  also  two  packages  containing 
Cigarettes,  good  old  Hudson  Bay  tobacco,  two  paid  of  real  socks, 
two  boxes  of  laura  Se cords  the  best  candy  going,  a  box  of  Sugar 
and  the  lord  only  knows  what  all.  It  was  certainly  a  good  mail 
and  one  of  the  best  for  a  long  time.  We  had  a  big  feed  on  the 
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strength  of  it  last  night  and  as  usual  hardly  anything  hut  the 
memory  of  it  remained  with  us  this  morning.  It  is  awfully  good 
of  both  Mother  and  you  to  keep  loading  me  up  with  all  these  good 
things.  You  may  be  sure  that  everything  you  send  is  greatly 
appreoiated. 

I  got  a  box  of  home  made  oandy  the  other  day  from 
Mrs.  Murray  but  I  havent  written  her  yet  because  I  don't  know 
whether  she  knows  that  Hugh  is  now  in  the  Hospital  with  an 
attack  of  his  old  stomach  trouble.  He  has  been  there  now  for 
over  a  week  and  Stoney  dosent  expect  him  to  get  out  for  another 
ten  days  at  least.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it  but  he  has  been 
a  pretty  sick  man  for  some  little  time  past.  Stoney  says  that 
all  he  needs  to  put  him  back  in  shape  again  is  a  couple  of  weeks 
rest.  So  you  see  if  Mrs.  Murray  doesn't  know  all  this  I'm  not 
going  to  be  the  one  to  spill  the  beans.  I  prefer  to  wait  until 
next  week  when  he  returns  to  the  battalion.  How  are  you  all 
getting  on  at  home? 

Thera  must  be  a  whopping  big  show  going  on  now  in 
Flanders  for  last  night  for  the  first  time  on  record  we  all  went 
outside  and  listening  intently  we  could  hear  or  rather  feel  the 
sound  of  the  guns.  It  was  wonderful  and  was  so  facinating  that 
we  listened  for  about  an  hour  trying  to  dope  out  the  big  doings. 
You  couldn't  exactly  hear  them  but  there  was  a  certain  vibration 
in  the  ait  which  we  all  could  feel.  There  was  absolutely  no 
question  as  to  the  cause.  We  are  wondering  when  the  big  show  is 
coming  off. 

How  I  think  I'll  quit  for  the  time  being  as  Mao  is 


-  . 

.1  51  »|ftl OK  ;  ~  ..  ©2  dl  ?S 

■  -  .,-■••  :  C  ':  f  ••  o  ;rc  #  ..3  X6.^c  '  .  ©j  i© 

. 

.  ;■  v  i. 

I  X,-  v  r.\  c  adxl  *  0  X®I  M  iiQ^  1 

Ntf  -  •• .  i  f  asdilxr  *a®?sxi  I  i jrf  jstStfl  •txll 

2£  xTilw  IsiigssS  **&?  a*  *©3  si  i^jiF  ft  x.i!  sweat  tJi  s«j(4sifr 

•  tldiroti  jfsscois  3fo  aid  Is  •its  f  is 
*®'  “  ;  s  .  0"  *  ::o  d-tcs<  ,  ’.s*P  la  £#**  >*.  nu 

Ijpscfs  d  -  » 

'  • 

et;  1®  elqsoo  a  si  ale  »  sqsde  at  old  9*i  i|  al®»a  »x£  XI* 
***  ffl*x  •***  ***  v  •assoU  ms^  .*<:  11  ®ss  so|  st  ,i«»s 

...  v‘I  w  ©i  islsxq  I  *sri  Cl'tqps  si  sos  ®ifd  ®<f  ©* 

•uoilsJ j .d j  edi  ©$  a®;.  tfxec 

Tscsi  is  as  ^aidie;* 

an  :o  *nlcw  wc^e  ^Itf  ^x*ir«  ctr-  s  ®d  if*rr  sxoiff 
XXi  tr  i  xaost  zo  is  til  srfi  tol  |rfwla  *«*x  iol  sxsJtasXI 
Xosl  xsxTie*  to  xscX  A  lift*  ow  cldrtstfnl  ^xlnsisir  Ann  sMaiss 
9 —  flsw  ^Jir  Xsftss&xtsw  sssr  it  »Sft«%  e*jj  is  USttros 

wlu  exi*  is.©  ®q®J5  od  $al^t?  isr&d  ns  ijsods  xol  £  sard  all  m 
‘  ttcflT  /lindtes  s  asw  et©/fd  iutf  n® rfi  xsstt  itSzaxt  S  ’allxoc  sc? 
®.'I  *fS</  XfXOfid  *5  BSflT  (StT  lf*  .If.©*  l.lli'QQ  XXs  ©*7  S in  ©rfi  Jtl 

A*  o xW  sexfer  lolxt  sts  sir  •ssxrao  #jfi  si  as  xoi*as#p 

.  ~o  ^  *i  *4 

Mr„;  .i  srK  o?  iijp  II  *  I  atalifi  r  o? 


3 


here  waiting  to  take  the  latter  over  to  the  Post  Office  before 
going  to  bed. 

With  very  best  lova  to  Mother  and  yoursalf. 

Good  night  and  God  bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 

’’Gerald” 
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Witley  Camp, 


Aug.l Oth, 1917* 


Dear  Father, 

I  am  afraid  that  I  have  missed  a  Canadian 
mail  during  the  excitement  of  the  present  week.  We  have 
had  a  big  time  since  last  Sunday  and  we  navent  had  time 
tcchange  our  minds  Jet  a3 one  sitting  down  &  dashing  off 
a  few  letters. 

Sunday  evening  we  got  orders  from  the  Brigade 
to  parade  at  5*30  Monday  morning  prepared  to  stay  out  for 
three  or  four  days.  We  immediately  got  busy  &  loaded  up 
our  packs  with  everything  we  absolutely  needed  while  all 
else  remained  hanging  on  the  walls  in  Camp.  It  is 
remarkable  how  j  it  tie  stuff  that  a  person  requ&jres  when 
you  have  to  carry  it  all  yourself.  I  know  my  necessities 
were  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Early  Monday  morning  we  started  out  leading  the 
column  which  consisted  of  the  whole  brigade  including  our¬ 
selves,  l6oth, 164th  &  208th  Infantry  battalions,  13th 
Field  Artillery,  a  Field  Co. of  Engineers,  Ammunition 
Column  &  Field  Ambulance.  of  course  this  included  the 
Kitchens  &  Transports  for  every  unit  which  made  our  who! e 
column  about  6  or  7  miles  in  length.  The  Division  also 
detailed  a  number  of  Officers  &  men  to  act  as  the  enemy  so 
it  was  a  matter  of  fighting  all  the  way. 
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On  Monday  we  had  a  straight  march  right  on  through 
Fernhurst  (where  we  billeted  for  a  coupl e  of  days  a  few  months 
ago)  until  about  11  o’clock  when  we  halted  &  had  dinner  on 
the  roadside  then  pushed  on  a  few  more  miles  to  Telegraph  Hill 
where  v/e  remained  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  in  all  a  distance 
of  about  16  or  17  miles.  That  night  our  battalion  had  to 
supply  the  Outposts  which  meant  that  v/e  v/ere  up  all  night 
prowling  around  &  visiting  our  Sentry  Groups  about  every 
hour  during  the  night.  However  by  6  o’clock  we  were  all  on 
the  move  again  with  the  l60th  Supplying  the  advanced  guard* 

We  only  marched  about  6  miles  when  the  enemy  suddenly  appeared 
&  the  scrap  was  on.  As  v/e  were  in  rear  of  the  col  umn  &  in 
reserves  v/e  all  promptly  slipped  off  our  packs  &  got  in  a  little 
sleep  on  the  roadside  until  we  were  called  on  to  help  drive 
back  the  enemy.  When  the  call  did  come  we  were  all  snoring 
our  heads  off  &  believe  me  it  was  some  job  to  shake  a  little 
life  into  the  men.  After  marching  a  couple  of  miles  across 
the  common  we  were  just  preparing  to  get  into  the  fight  when 
the  enemy  retired  &  we  had  to  march  all  the  way  back  to  our 
halting  place  before  v/e  could  get  dinner.  In  the  atternoon 
we  marched  &  fought  for  another  8  or  9  fail  es  to  Wheatsheaf 
Common  (where  we  used  to  do  a  1 ot  of  our  training  when  at 
Bramshott)  It  seemed  almost  l  ike  home  getting  bactc  there* 

V/e  spent  the  night  fairly  comfortably  on  the  Common  wrapped  up 
in  our  blankets  &  rubber  sheets  while  the  Irish  supplied  the 
Outpost  which  meant  no  sleep  for  them.  Wednesday  morning  the 
3  64th  were  the  advanced  Guard  whil e  we  1  ed  the  main  body  & 
necessarily  had  to  plug  up  the  gap  in  their  line  when  General 
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Hughes  placed  two  of  their  Companies  hors  ae  combat 
in  a  big  scrap  that  lasted  for  about  3  hours  about  mid-day 
when  we  were  crossing  another  Commons,  Finally  for  the 
purpose  of  dinner  they  retired  &  we  beat  it  for  our  dinner 
too  after  which  we  had  a  good  10  miJe  march  to  Prensham 
Pond  (near  Aldershot)  where  we  had  supper  &  put  up  our 
bivouacs  for  the  night  in  a  nice  little  rain  storm.  We 
got  mighty  little  steep  that  night  for  about  li  o* clocks: 
the  enemy  drove  in  a  section  of  the  outpost  line  supplied 
by  the  l64th  &  then  the  scrap  was  on.  Telephones  were  buzzing, 
messengers  flying  all  around  the  place  &  the  darnaest  row 
coming  from  the  scrap  I  ever  heard.  Everyone  was  up  in  a 
jiffy  &  hurrying  so  fast  that  there  wasn’t  time  even  to  swear* 
We  vr^re  rushed  to  the  rescue  &  had  a  merry  little  time  for 
about  an  hour.  Then  all  became  quiet  &  we  went  back  to  our 
bivouacs  &  just  got  nicely  to  gteep  again  when  Y/e  got  Y/ord  to 
break  camp  &  get  on  the  road  in  one  hour.  Then  the  cursing 
started.  Everyone  was  peeved  for  it  was  as  black  as  ink 
and  raining  to  beat  the  devil  but  nevertheless  when  the  hour 
was  up  we  were  on  the  road  again  with  full  kits  &  beating  it 
for  God  only  knew  where. 

At  sometime  about  three  o’clock  word  ran  down  the  column 
that  we  were  on  our  way  back  to  Witley.  Say  the  Y/hol  e  world 
looked  brighter  in  about  a  second.  The  moon  broke  through 
the  cl  ouds  &  smiled  at  us,  the  rain  stopped  falling,  the  men 
began  to  take  a  little  interest  in  life  &  even  the  pacics  seemed 
to  get  lighter  for  the  word  T/itiey  meant  dry  beds  &  more  grub. 
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The  noon  shining 


4. 

The  remaining  7  miles  was  a  real  treat, 
on  the  trees  &  hedges  which  line  the  English  roads  cast 
all  sorts  of  shadows  &  sparkled  in  a  thousand  places  on  the 
brass  tabs  of  the  mens  equipment.  Then  the  Brass  Band 
struck  up  Annie  Laurie  &  every  one  sang  away  at  the  top 
of  their  voices  &  made  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  English 
Villages  sit  up  &  take  notice.  The  bands  of  the  other 
battalions  behind  us  were  also  working  overtime.  The  208th 
were  hammering  out  "Garry  Owen"  &  the  l60th  away  in  the  rear 
were  busy  at  "The  Kocky  Hoad  to  Dublin."  We  got  into  Camp 
shortly  after  five  o’clock  just  as  Bevei33e  was  sounding. 

That  call  meant  the  beginning  of  another  days  work  for 
some  peoplebut  for  us  it  meant  sleep.  We  no  sooner  were 
dismissed  than  everyone  beat  it  for  bed.  I  was  too  darn 
sleepy  to  have  a  bath  or  breakfast  or  anything  else.  I 
slept  until  nearly  one  o1 clock,  had  a  bite  to  eat,  a  bath 
&  then  slept  again  until  six.  Then  a  good  sleep  again  last 
night  so  I  feel  almost  on  even  terms  again.  It  was  certainly 
a  great  little  trip  &  I  wouldn’t  have  missed  it  for  anything. 

We  got  a  lot  of  good  experience  in  looking  after  ourselves 
&  as  this  was  our  fitst  good  test  I  was  pleased  to  find  that 
my  feet  were  good  all  the  way.  I  wore  Mother’s  socks  & 
army  boots  &  believe  me  the  combination  cant  be  beaten,  for  not 
the  sign  of  a  blister  did  I  have,  although  v/e  covered  between 
55  &  60  miles  in  3  days  in  heavy  marching  order.  This  just 
includes  straight  route  marching  &  doesnt  touch  the  miles  we 
went  out  of  our  way  whenever  a  fijfeht  was  on. 
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When  I  got  back  her©  I  found  3  betters  from  you  5c 
one  from  Mother  await ing  me  dated  about  20th  July  &  I  was  glad 
to  hear  that  you  were  both  going  to  take  a  3itt3e  trip  to  the 
States.  It  wi33  be  a  nice  change  &  v/i33  do  you  both  a  lot 
of  good. 


The  Zetland  Certificate  you  were  asking  about  & 
remember 

which  I  distinctly/acknowledging  arrived  quite  safe3y 

which  I  have  signed  &  have  in  my  pocket  at  the  present  minute. 

I  havent  much  more  news  for  you  on3y  that  on  Sunday 
the  Whole  battalion  is  marching  to  Langmoor  Ranges  Where  we 
will  live  under  canvas  until  Thursday  &  incidental  3 y  keep 
our  shooting  eyes  in  trim.  1*33  3  et  you  know  3ater  howwe  a31 
get  along. 

Major  Murray  is  now  out  of  the  hospita}  &  quite  we33 
again  although  at  present  he  is  av/ay  on  sick  3  eave  until  next 
Friday  so  he  wont  be  with  us  on  our  picnic. 

With  very  best  love  to  both  Mother  5c  yourse3f  & 

God  bless  you. 


Your  3  oving  Son 


Gera3  d 
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Y/itley  Camp, 


AuK.23rd,3937. 


Dear  Mother, 

In  my  last  3etter  home  I  think  I  toJ  d  you  that  we 
were  just  about  to  start  for  Longmoor  Ranges  &  that  I  would 
write  in  a  coup3e  of  days  &  3et  you  know  how  things  got  along. 

To  te33  the  truth  I  have  been  on  the  jump  so  hard  that  I  rea33y 
havent  had  a  chance  at  all  to  write  a  3etter  home.  In  the 
first  place  the  whole  Battalion  marched  in  heavy  marching  order 
to  the  ranges  via  Bramshott  Camp  where  we  had  a  good  look  at 
the  old  place  in  passing  &  on  arriving  at  our  destination  we 
all  had  to  get  busy  &  pitch  tente,  which  reminded  us  greatly 
of  Niagara  last  year,  in  which  we  lived  until  Thursday  after¬ 
noon.  However  those  four  days  were  glorious  for  us,  Y Je  we re 
on  the  ranges  all  day  but  the  work  was  very  easy  as  all  the 
officers  in  the  battalion  were  present  and  v/e  all  were  able  to 
take  our  turn.  Bordon  Camp  was  only  two  miles  away  where 
besides  Imperial  Troops  some  4000  American  Engineers  were 
stationed.  We  took  a  stroll  up  one  evening  &  had  quite  a  Jong 
talk  with  a  number  of  their  officers  who  had  spotted  us  for 
Canadians  the  moment  they  heard  us  open  our  mouths  &  after 
telling  us  that  we  were  the  first  human  beings  they  had  met  in 
England  they  showed  us  around  the  camp.  It  was  very  interesting 
to  see  their  men  drilling  for  it  was  so  absolutely  different 
from  ours  that  they  had  us  guessing  all  the  time. 

We  came  back  to  Witley  Thursday  night  but  were  out 
again  on  a  scheme  two  days  later  from  which  we  have  just 
returned  this  afternoon. 
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This  last  scheme  has  'been  a  dandy.  They  3  oaded  us 
up  with  stuff  &  then  marched  us  a 32  over  the  surrounding 
country,  sleeping  each  night  in  different  systeme  of  trenches 
on  the  various  commons.  It  would  have  been  grand  if  only 
the  weather  had  been  decent  but  as  it  has  been  raining  fairly 
steadily  since  yesterday  morning  early  we  didnt  have  as  much 
fun  as  you  would  imagine* 

But  it  wasnt  really  bad  as  ?/e  didnt  get  much  time 
off  for  sleeping  any  way  as  every  night  there  was  something 
doing.  Generally  one  Company  or  the  other  would  have  to 
put  over  a  raid  on  the  opposing  trenches  sometime  around 
midnight  &  while  they  were  doing  that  those  of  us  in  support 
or  in  Reserve  had  to  stand- to.  It  was  one  thing  or  another 
like  this  every  night  together  with  a  stand- to  again  an  hour 
before  dawn  (or  4.00  A.M.  to  be  exact)  &  then  the  whole 
battalion  would  proceed  to  the  attack  an  hour  later* 

Of  course  the  Company  in  the  front  1 ine  each  night 
never  got  more  than  three  hours  sleep  but  those  behind  generally 
managed  to  tear  off  four  or  five  hours  all  told.  Each  company 
got  a  turn  at  the  front  line  stuff  so  no  one  fared  any  better 
than  the  next*  So  with  none  too  much  sleep  &  fairly  long  marches 
each  day  &  taking  over  new  trenches  from  the  other  Battalions 
in  our  Brigade  we  struck  camp  today  fairly  tired.  However  every¬ 
one  of  us  enjoyed  the  scheme  &  if  the  weather  had  been  a  little 
finer  would  have  hated  to  come  bacK  to  camp. 

Our  Brigade  evidently  dont  mean  to  let  us  loaf  too 
much  for  although  we  are  fairly  through  Brigade  training  we  go 
out  next  week  some  time  for  six  days  &  will  be  opposed  through- 


/••V  *  ...  '*  \  «0  r  •  ■■  •' 

2W1&£UjOTX««  X#TO  l  to  ajj  tarffeiaa  n**3  *  Dull 

•»HHi  t#  tilty  4HKW  mt  3.+*l*  4m*  *at&*  « ciiaw# 

■.  ix  v  *49  no 

itXUt  Mlotft  MO  M!t  $i  M  |0l  iMil  flPMf  M  H#»f  MV 
mi  Ml  ItllA  r./  km  nalrr—  mil 

r  .,  ■  ■  -  • 

t:,iS  in  JnoiA  M  is  bo  xCUiox  .*«««*  *1  iiC 

Sui&fJo  .o  <  ar  i  ^  J  ^ia  .i-t*  uj  v-  *u.  ti  ;?f*Cs  lot  tta 

*  - 

iimin  riattf  am  m^mpv #  MftttJtt  t4f  «•  Uit  «  nw  lif 

totyive  iU  w  t»  sso'C  io-ti  *al**  fW  iMI  »tMr  6 

f  oao  t«  isitl  *m  Mr  JI  .si-basis  ti  Am!  inmfK  it  it 
Mtf  «p  aUti  •  4»*v  rili—t  tllf  Tt»  rtl  mM 

... 

*  ..  j  .  *d 

-*w  onXt  Sriiytl  i  «i  ctl  ^<**xo0  r>*3  **lu«o  * 0 
Xtl*T;*a*3k  bal*»d  muI  iud  oxjjo*  no*tt  ox  on  3o*  imr*a 

XflP'jfgt  ,14  #^ui  iU  ItMff  OTtt  10  XlfO*i  ttt  IMt  Si  ftlf- 

' 

- 

anoiUt.VS  xo^o  **i  noxt  •o'fojtoxJ  Wf*«  ioto  jwiirfstf  A  *o** 
4X*10  XQVWil  .b#xt*  filial  KlAsi  9PM  Mil  m  *******  M 
pUJJH  m  **<uS  b*i‘ f  islJM  s»<*  *U  A  •u**o»  *rO  v>  w.  t#  to  oao 

,  'x-:±ixt 

oo}  ^oot  »JJ  1*C  n"~rs.  iClrt^XTo  •ftn**xr  iuO 

i  nalalsrti  •JteatetE  *  r«  ,«  wt  ifett 


3 


cut  by  one  of  the  others.  That  will  be  really  the  commen cement 
of  Divisional!  Training.  The  \7ork  is  really  getting  much  more 
interesting  and  enjoyable  the  farther  on  we  get  with  it. 

Stoney  Lougheed  is  no  longer  one  of  us.  Just  before  we 
started  on  our  Langmoor  jaunt  he  got  the  opportunity  of  a  job 
with  a  Field  Ambulance  in  the  First  Division  &  he  persuaded  the 
A.D  M  S  here  to  allow  him  to  go.  Stoney  being  only  attached  to 
the  battalion  (as  is  the  case  of  all  M  Os)  was  very  lucky  in 
getting  away  but  of  course  no  one  in  this  battalion  could  stop 
him  at  all  once  he  had  obtained  the  consent  of  hie  immediate 
superior  officer  in  the  Division.  I  certainly  hated  to  see 
him  go  as  I  have  been  living  with  him  ever  since  we  left  home 
but  still  I  hadnt  the  heart  to  try  &  get  him  to  stay. 

I  immediately  changed  my  room  &  am  now  holding  down 
a  suite  with  Al  Ramsay.  The  new  M  0  is  an  oldish  man  from 
Moose  Jaw  named  Denmark  who  is  rather  quiet  &  is  not  very  much 
of  a  mixer.  So  I  did  the  getting  out  stunt  &  leaving  him  a 
room  to  himself. 

Before  we  went  to  Langmoor  I  received  your  latest  parcel 
but  outside  of  containing  socks  &  tobacco  &  cigarettes  I  have 
really  forgotten  what  it  contained.  I  get  so  may  good  things 
from  you  that  I  get  quite  mixed  up  in  the  contents  of  each  new 
parcel.  Any  how  those  socles  L  tobacco  are  always  welcomed  with 
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Major  Murray  is  now  hack  with  us  from  hospital 
&  quits  v/e3  3  again.  I  got  a  3etter  from  farther  yesterday 
&  was  sorry  to  hoar  that  your  3 itt3  e  ho3 iday  over  in  the 
States  was  anything  hut  a  success  hut  I  do  hope  you  hoth 
make  up  for  it  in  your  stop  at  Lamhton.  I  wi33  try  my 
best  to  get  off  my  usua3  3 otters  to  you  next  week  but  if 
I  have  to  miss  out  again  dont  worry  we  are  not  going 
across  for  a  3 ong  time  yet. 

Good  bye  &  God  b3ess  you  both.  Love, 

Gera3 d« . 
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Wi  tl  ey  C amp ,  Surrey , 


August  2^  th, 3  9} 7* 

My  dear  Father: 

The  rain  is  coming  down  in  torrents  tonight 
and  we  are  all  hugging  ourselves  for  joy  because  we  are 
lucky  enough  to  be  in  Camp  while  the  14th  &  15th  Brigades 
are  out  somewhere  around  the  island  scrapping  against 
each  other  &  doing  their  best  to  keep  dry.  The  old  13 
isnt  so  unlucky  after  all.  We  hope  the  luck  holds  goods 
and  the  weather  takes  a  brace  before  Thursday  because 
it  is  then  up  to  us  to  kit  the  trail  for  six  days  &  doing 
our  best  to  knock  the  stuffings  out  of  the  other  Brigades. 

We  are  having  a  little  rest  just  now  from  our  last  few 
trips  around  the  country  &  believe  me  it  really  isnt  very 
hard  to  loaf  around  here  a  bit,  as  a  matter  of  fact  on  our 
last  hike  I  swear  we  all  got  a  bit" Crummy",  for  we  have  all 
developed  the  lovliest  collection  of  bites  I  ever  saw.  We 
were  bitten  by  every  known  insect  &  bug  from  here  to  China 
&  it  has  been  one  continuous  scratch  scratch  ever  since. 

We  certainly  ran  into  something  worth  while  anyway  which 
evidently  added  a  little  spice  to  the  proceedings  &  gave 
us  a  slight  touch  of  real  warfare  along  one  line  anyway. 

The  only  excitement  outside  of  all  this  has  been  a 
wonderful  interest  in  when  the  wind  will  blow  from  the 
north  or  north  East.  You  wouldnt  think  a  little  thing 
like  the  direction  of  the  wind  would  cause  any  great 
excitement  in  a  Military  Camp  but  I  assure  you  it  is  the  case. 
At  the  present  time  we  pride  ourselves  on  our  walking 
abilities  and  during  a  conversation  one  day  I  made  the  state- 
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ment  that  a  man  travelling  1  ight  ought  to  be  able  to  easily 
walk  5  miles  in  one  hour.  Immediately  I  v/as  taken  up  S 
told  I  couldnt  walk  to  Hindhead  from  our  Mess  in  one  hour. 

The  distance  is  just  under  5  miles  but  the  joker  in  the  wood- 
pile  is  that  it  is  up-hill  all  the  way.  Well  the  mess  is  split 
about  -  5°  on  the  possibilities  &  you  v/oul  d  almost  think 
you  were  on  the  betting  ring  at  Port Erie  to  see  the  money 
floating  around.  Marcel  Morgan  is  my  strongest  supporter 
&  ie  so  confident  that  he  is  going  to  walk  with  me.  If 
we  ever  come  through  I  can  tell  you  the  "A"  Company  mess 
is  going  to  live  like  lords  on  our  next  bivouacing  stunt 
on  the  proceeds  of  our  winning.  Marcel  immediately  got  out 
hie  map  &  measured  off  the  distance  &  taking  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  time,  wind,  weather, ground  &  everything  else  has 
doped  out  a  regular  time  table  which  if  we  live  to  &  run 
according  to  form  we  will  cop  the  bacon  with  half  a  minute 
to  spare.  Everyone  el 3e  is  the  same.  They  all  pull  out 
their  pencils  whenever  the  subject  is  mentioned  &  show  the 
why  &  wherefore  as  to  whether  it  can  or  cant  be  done.  Major 
Shiell  has  been  elected  judge  &  Al  Ramsay  timekeeper  &  everyone 
with  any  money  on  it  are  coming  out  on  bicycles  &  in  taxis 
to  make  sure  they  get  a  square  deal .  So  if  we  dont  come 
through  with  a  win  I  see  where  our  supporters  will  be  after 
our  scalps.  The  only  thing  now  delaying  the  fun  is  the  South 
wind  that  is  tearing  along  at  the  present  minute.  Marcel  & 

I  both  refuse  to  walk  against  it  as  well  as  uphill  so  we  are 
all  praying  that  tomorrow  will  be  a  still  day.  Marcel  has  his 
wife  living  at  Thursley,  a  little  village  about  l£  miles  from 
Camp  &  on  our  direct  route  &  as  he  goes  home  quite  often  he  comes 
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back  next  day  with  all  kinds  of  good  dope  on  the  time  it  took 
him  to  go  that  distance.  He  has  everything  worked  out  on 
paper  now  &  says  we  cant  Jose  unless  we  break  a  leg. 

The  Division  are  granting  a  JittJe  Jeave  now  (I  dont 
know  what  has  happened  to  them)  and  when  our  turn  comes  AJ 
Ramsay,  Doc  MacLachJan  &  myseJf  are  going  to  try  and  get  five 
days  and  go  up  to  Inverness  at  the  North  of  ScotJand  &  have  a 
look  around.  It  wiJJ  "be  a  grand  JittJe  trip  if  they  wiJJ  only 
Jet  us  get  away.  However  we  have  every  hope  of  working  it 
sometime  around  the  end  of  next  week.  None  of  us  has  ever 
seen  ScotJand  &  we  are  aJJ  anxious  to  give  it  the  onee  over 
any  way.  As  we  are  arranging  a  stop  over  at  London, 
Edinburgh  &  Glasgow  we  ought  to  see  the  sights  aJJ  right, 

I  was  sorry  to  hear  about  the  punk  time  you  &  Mother 
put  in  over  the  J ine  &  I  do  hope  now  that  you  have  gone  to 
Lambton  that  it  wiJJ  do  you  both  a  whoJe  Jot  of  good.  Dont 
get  too  good  at  goJf  during  your  holiday  or  else  I  *  J  3  never 
be  able  to  lick  you.  I  am  so  punk  now  that  I'm  nearly 
disgusted. 

With  best  Jove  to  both  Mother  &  yourself  &  hoping 
you  are  both  well,  God  bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son, 


GeraJ  d 
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Y/itley  Camp, 


September  2nd, J 93 7* 


lily  dear  Mother, 

It  has  been  raining  continually  this  last  week 
and  as  a  consequence  we  have  not  been  able  to  J eave  camp  for 
our  six  days  bivouac  for  which  v/e  are  all  truJy  thankful.  The 
34th  &  15th  brigades  started  out  last  Monday  but  it  was  so  darn 
wet  they  were  reca33ed  to  camp.  The  next  day  after  spending 
the  night  on  Prensham  Common  in  water  up  to  their  ankles  & 
raining  to  beat  the  band.  They  a32  had  to  stand  up  a33  night 
&  were  mighty  glad  to  get  back  to  camp  the  next  day  to  get  into 
some  dry  clothes.  Y7e  consider  ourse3ves  lucky  remaining  in 
camp  but  unless  things  keep  pretty  wet  we  are  due  to  start  out 
on  Y/ednesday  &  will  be  hiking  all  over  the  country  for  the  next 
six  days.  Today  however  has  turned  out  fairly  decent.  There 
is  no  rain  but  a  pretty  stiff  wind  which  makes  everyone  feel 
pretty  cold.  All  the  grate  fires  are  being  worked  overtime  & 
most  of  the  boys  are  either  sleeping  around  the  fire  in  the 
ante  room  or  else  writing  letters.  This  afternoon  three  or 
four  of  us  are  going  dov/n  to  Mrs.  Bouveries  to  play  tennis 
so  I  expect  our  dogcart  will  be  coming  around  for  us  shortly. 

That  dog  cart  with  the  same  gang  on  board  nearly  every  Sunday 
&  going  in  the  same  direction  is  getting  to  be  one  of  the  familiar 
land  marks  of  this  camp  now  for  we  have  been  going  down  regularly 
every  Sunday  for  the  last  three  or  four  months  now.  They  certainly 
do  give  us  a  good  time. 

Tell  Father  that  Doc  MacLachl an  &  I  visited  the 
208th  Mess  last  Tuesday  night  &  had  quite  a  good  time.  Joe 
Thompson  was  there  in  all  his  glory  &  when  he  found  out  who  I  was 
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be  didnt  let  me  get  out  of  his  sight  the  rest  of  the  evening. 

He  said  that  E.T.Malone  was  all  right  even  though  he  was  a  grit 

for  he  always  voted  for  Joe  Thompson  for  Controller  every  ITew 

Years  day.  Joe  is  certainly  a  good  hearted  old  boy.  Every  time 

in 

he  sees  me  any  where  with/a  couple  of  hundred  yards  now  he  lets 
out  a  roar  at  me  at  the  top  of  hie  voice. 

Colonel  Malone  was  awful ly  decent  to  us  too.  I  went  over 
there  all  dogged  up  in  my  kilt  etc  &  put  on  all  the  frills  for 
I  know  he  has  a  mighty  soft  sjjot  in  his  heart  for  the  Davidson 
Tartan  &  say  jrou  ought  to  have  seen  him  toting  me  around.  There 
were  some  visitors  there  &  he  introduced  me  all  around  &  explained 
to  them  all  about  the  Tartan,  the  48th  Badge  &  al  1  the  rest  of  it 
and  whatever  he  said  went  because  he  knew  ten  times  more  about  it 
than  I  did.  He  told  me  on  the  quiet  that  it  made  him  homesick  when 
we  had  our  first  bridage  Church  Parade  shortly  after  he  took  over 
the  208th  to  see  the  familiar  old  uniform  again.  All  during  the 
service  he  was  gazing  at  us  &  dreaming  of  the  15th.  He  is  getting 
on  awfully  well  where  he  is  &  is  certainly  rounding  the  Irish  into 
good  shape.  Believe  me  it  is  a  mighty  different  battalion  now  to 
what  it  was  when  they  pul  led  into  T/itley  Camp  a  few  months  ago. 

The  Col  onel  hov/ever  takes  a  great  interest  in  us  &  whenever  we 
pass  his  Orderly  Room  coming  in  from  a  route  march  with  the  pipes 
playing  High!  and  Laddie  I  nearly  always  see  him  peeking  at  us  out 
of  his  window.  In  fact  we  all  feel  pretty  closely  allied  with 
the  Irish  not  because  we  both  come  from  Toronto  but  on  account  of 
the  Colonel  being  a  48th  man  and  also  the  Battalion  Sergeant  Major 
by  name  of  Dickinson  who  has  been  in  the  48th  for  years  &  in  fact 
was  my  instructor  at  the  F.S.I.  on  College  St.  Old  Dickinson  also 
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3. 

looks  on  us  as  though  we  belonged  to  him  for  he  instructed  nearly 
all  our  Officers  in  getting  our  commissions. 

So  you  see  we  had  a  grand  night  over  at  their  mess  & 
didnt  leave  until  nearly  one  o’clock  &  then  we  had  to  tear  our¬ 
selves  away  on  the  condition  that  v/e  v/oul  d  come  back  soon  again. 

Kal  De  Gruchy  was  there  &  looked  as  v/e JJ  as  ever.  He  is  the  same 
loud  mouthed  Hal  as  he  ever  was  at  Jacksons  Point.  In  fact  I  knew 
quite  a  lot  of  the  boys.  Stewart  Brown  from  Oakville  a  fellow 
student  at  Osgoode  was  another.  His  father  is  Editor  of  the  Ontario 
Law  Reports  at  Osgoode  Hall  &  numerous  others  whom  I  forget  at  the 
moment. 

A1 .Hoc  &  I  expect  to  get  our  four  days  leave  next  week  after 
coming  in  from  our  six  days  work  &  we  all  are  looking  eagerly  for¬ 
ward  to  the  time.  It  is  pretty  quiet  around  here  &  v/e  are  all 
killing  time  &  that’s  about  all. 

How  did  the  Lambton  trip  go?  The  mail s  are  on  the  rocks 
again  for  it  is  nearly  two  v/eeks  since  any  of  us  have  heard  from 
home.. But  when  it  does  come  I’ll  bet  it  will  be  a  whopper. 

With  very  best  love  to  yourself  &  Pather  &  hoping  you  are 
both  in  the  best  of  health. 

God  bless  you, 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gerald. 
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Wit ley  Camp, 


Surrey, 

Sept. 9th, 1917. 

Dear  father, 

Today  has  been  one  of  the  beet  days  I  have  had 
since  arriving  in  England  for  shortly  after  1 unch  Frank 
Boss  &  I  jumped  into  the  dog-cart  «  drove  down  to  the 
Bouveries  place  near  Codalning.  It  v/as  raining  slightly 
so  Col  onel  Bouverie  and  myself  played  "Squash  Packets" 
most  of  the  afternoon  &  after  tea  we  a] 3  went  over  to  Sir 
Charles  Metcalf’s  house  &  had  a  look  around*  Sir  Chari ee 
is  an  old  batch*?!  or  &  v/as  for  years  a  partner  of  Cecil 
Rhodes  in  South  Africa  &  he  has  more  curios  etc  from  every 


country  in  the  Wcrl  d  than  any  person  I  ever  net  before. 

South  Africa  of  course  is  his  one  special  hobby  &  he  showed 
us  pictures  of  Diamond  Hines  at  Kimberley  &  al  1  sorts  of 
native  curiosities  which  he  explained  to  us.  He  also  has  a 
most  wonderful  organ  on  which  he  hammered  out  a  few  tunes  for 


us  &  believe  me  he  is  some  shark  at  tickling  those  ivories. 
He  has  had  a  special  music  room  built  for  his  organ  which 
adjoins  the  house  it  you  should  see  it.  It  is  wonderful. 

The  floor  is  of  hardwood  &  built  on  springs  to  allow  for 
dancing  &  believe  me  its  all  to  the  merry.  Old  Sir  Charles 
is  no  piker  even  though  he  j,p  a  batchelor.  If  Mother  were 
only  here  I  can  quite  plainly  see  where  s^e  v/oul  d  have  a 
match  all  arranged  for  him  by  now.  But  even  in  the  old  days 
she  always  was  a  bun  match  maker. 
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After  we  1  ef  t  Sir  Chari  es  pi  ace  we  went  back  to 
the  Bouveries  &  as  Mrs .Bouverie  wanted  to  run  into  Godalming 
for  something  or  other  before  dinner  L  ae  s>e  ^ad  a  new 
'‘Dodge'1  car  which  she  wasnt  quite  familiar  with  I  volunteered 
to  do  the  driving*  Say  you  dont  know  what  a  treat  it  was  to 
sit  behind  a  wheel  again  &  push  a  good  American  car  over 
good  country  roads.  I  was  right  in  my  a 3  enent the  moment  I 
sat  down.  After  driving  it  for  a  few  minutes  I  was  abie  to 
give  her  a  few  pointers  which  made  her  think  that  I  was  some 
shark.  ITow  3he  insists  that  I  take  the  car  out  for  a  little 
trip  next  week  to  Little  Hampton  which  is  on  the  Sea  &  have  a 
3 ook  at  the  pj ace  as  we 3 3  as  Arundel  Castle  &  then  come  back 
to  her  place  for  dinner.  P.oss  &  I  are  tempted  to  take  her  at 
her  word  so  you  can  just  imagine  me  later  on  back  at  my  old 
job  of  "Joy  Riding".  It  certainly  listens  good  to  me.  We 
stayed  at  their  place  for  dinner  &  it  was  some  meal  too  & 
then  drove  the  old  dog  cart  back  to  camp.  In  all  it  made 
one  of  the  beet  days  we  have  had  yet* 

We  cam  back  to  Camp  Friday  afternoon  after  doing 
three  days  of  our  six  days  inter-brigade  scheme  and  we  go 
out  tomorrow  morning  quite  eqrly  to  complete  the  last  three 
days.  So  we  expect  to  be  back  on  Wednesday  evening  after 
which  we  are  1 iabl e  to  be  back  in  Camp  for  some  time.  We 
had  t^ree  good  days  this  last  week  although  we  did  get  an 
awful  lot  of  rain  but  I  consider  now  that  rain  is  a  snal  3 
detail  for  I  can  al ways  count  on  making  myself  quite  comfort¬ 
able  for  the  night  no  matter  how  wet  it  is  as  long  as  I  have 
my  rubber  sheet  &  some  string  with  me.  We  were  only  out 


two  nights  but  they  were  certainly  wet  ones,  But  it  onJy 

took  me  about  five  minutes  to  rig  up  a  bivouac  &  then  wrap 

myself  in  ny  blanket  &  sleep  3  ike  a  top  unti]  reveille  next 

morning.  We  had  a  good  time  although  we  had  a  3 ot  of 

hard  marching  &  steady  fighting  for  the  three  days  against  the 

34th  Brigade  a33  the  time  but  it  was  great  training  for  open 

warfare  &  we  got  a  3ot  of  benefit  out  of  it  I’m  sure.  These 

we 

next  three  days/wi33  be  up  against  the  3 5th  brigade  inc3uding 
John  Cooper  et  aland  our  so3e  ambition  is  to  capture  him  a3 ong 
with  his  Staff.  If  we  cou3 d  onJy  do  that  the  208th  have  offered 
to  stake  our  whole  battaJion  to  champagne  dinner.  I  dont  think 
there  is  an  awfu3  3ot  of  3 ove  3oet  between  those  two. 

I  received  your  parcel  from  Hichies  this  morning 
after  Church  parade  containing  good  o3d  Hudson  Bay  tobacco, 
cigarettes,  Biscuits,  Candy  &  ChickJets  which  is  aJJ  mighty 
fine  of  you  &  Mother,  a3so  a  Popular  Magazine  &  the  WeekJ ies 
of  Aug. 3 3  th.  When  out  scraping  the  other  day  I  got  a  3  etter 
from  you  &  Mother  te3  3ing  me  about  your  Jitt3  e  trip  to  Niagara 
on  the  boat  &  the  return  journey  on  the  train.  It  was  too 
bad  Mother  had  a  rotten  time  but  I  guess  oj d  Whatley  ie  just 
that  many  tickets  to  the  good.  So  he  shou3 d  worry* 

We 3 3  I  must  stop  no w  as  we  have  to  get  away  earJy 
in  the  morning  &  if  I  dont  get  to  bed  now  I  defy  any  person 
to  get  me  up  in  time  tomorrow. 

God  7)3  ess  you  &  Mother  &  keep  you  both  in  the  best 

of  hea3  th. 


Your  3 oving  Son, 

Gera3  d , 

P.S.  Lindsay  Wright  is  in  Camp  with  the  Arti33ery  Reserve  &  I 
am  going  Golfing  with  him  Thursday. 


Sept ,17th  1917 


Dear  Mother, 


Witley  Camp,  Surrey. 


These  schemes  are  certainly  like  the  poor,  forever 
with  us.  We  have  just  completed  our  six  day  inter-Brigads 
schemes  &  we  had  all  hoped  for  a  Xitt3e  rest  when  Bingo  our 
hopes  were  shattered  today  when  the  news  came  from  brigade 
that  the  whole  brigade  would  start  out  on  a  seven  day  route 
march  commencing  on  Thursday  morning.  I  have  not  yet  any  idea 
in  which  direction  our  route  is  to  be  but  that  doesnt  worry  us. 
A31  we  know  is  that  we  are  to  average  1$  miles  each  day  &  that 
looks  pretty  soft  to  us  after  all  the  marching  we  have  done 
in  the  J-ast  year.  Of  course  eaoh  night  we  will  bivouac  (the 
men  all  call  it  "biviack")  on  some  commons  or  other  for  the 
country  around  here  is  full  of  them.  Even  at  bivouacing  we  are 
getting  to  be  old  hand3  and  can  curl  up  in  our  overcoats  &  sleep 
the  sleep  of  the  just  even  though  it  be  raining  cats  &  dogs.  We 
did  have  quite  an  experience  in  the  rain  on  our  last  scheme. 

A13  that  day  we  had  been  scraping  &  as  luck  wouild  have  it 


against  our  oUd  friends  the  198th  &  much  to  the  delight  of  our 
own  men  Sc  the  208 th  we  hung  it  over  them  like  a  tent  & 
succeeded  in  putting  the  Whole  bunch  of  them  completely  out  of 
action.  That  night  however  it  began  to  rain  &  hoJy  smoke  but 
it  did  get  damp.  Some  of  the  mens  bivouacs  were  none  too  we31 
erected  Sc  needJess  to  say  they  were  practically  drowned  so  there 
was  nothing  to  it  but  to  get  up  &  walk  about  intil  it  quit  raining. 
The  rain  got  worse  Sc  worse,  and  the  mens  spirits  rose  accordingly. 
After  a  number  were  chased  to  the  open  they  began  to  sing.  After 
a  while  the  whole  bunch  turned  out,  lit  bonfires  Sc  sang.  The 
harder  it  rained  Sc  the  more  uncomf ortabl e  they  got  the  louder 
t^ey  sang.  "Throw  out  t*®  Li^e  Line”  &  "I  rant  to  go 
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were  the  favorites.  But  before  long  it  stopped  raining  & 
they  all  went  back  to  Bleep.  That  was  good  experience 
for  them.  For  myself  I  must  say  that  I  was  very  comfortable 
for  my  rubber  sheet  shed  the  water  find  &  as  I  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  dig  a  ditch  around  it  my  little  bunk  was  as 
dry  as  a  bone.  The  only  thing  that  made  me  sore  was  the  fact 
that  the  howling  maniacs  outside  interfered  considerably  with 
my  sleep. 

I  must  stop  now  &  get  to  bed  for  "Daylight  savings" 
comes  to  end  tonight  Sc  I  want  to  get  the  full  benefit  of  that 
extra  hours  sleep. 

With  best  love  to  Father  Sc  Yourself  Sc  hoping  you 
are  both  in  the  best  of  heal th. 

Good  night  Sc  God  bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son, 

"Gerald" 
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Y/itley  Camp, 


My  Dear  Mother, 


Sept. 30th, 3917. 


Kero  it  is  Sunday  again  6c  we  are  a]  1  taking  a 
well  earned  rest  after  a  fairly  strenuous  week  which  consisted 
of  piking  al  ong  for  300  miles  through  England  with  a  pack 

on  our  hacks  &  weather  as  hot  as  hell  itself.  Our  3itt3e 

jaunt  however  was  a  dandy  &  lasted  eight  whole  days  which 
was  not  so  bad  because  at  the  most  we  never  walked  more  than 

2  6  or  27  miies  in  any  one  day  as  well  as  allowing  us  two 

half  <Sc  one  whole  holidays  on  route.  These  odd  days  broke 
the  monotony  of  the  march  wonderfully  &  allowed  the  men  with 
sore  feet  to  rest  them  up.  So  we  were  all  jake. 

It  was  a  mighty  good  way  of  putting  in  a  week 
&  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  everyone  in  the  Brigade.  The 
whole  Brigade  consisting  of  ourselves,  the  1 6 0th  from  Bruce 
Co.  the  3 64th  from  Y/entworth  Co. 6c  the  208th  Irish  as  well  as  Brigqd 
Headquarters,  the  Divisional  Train  and  the  Field  Ambulance.  So 
you  see  we  had  with  us  over 4000  men,  easily  $00  horses.  Field 
Kitchens,  Transports,  Ambulances  etc. etc.  and  when  on  the  march 
the  column  would  stretch  out  for  easily  three  miles. 

It  was  a  nighty  v/ell  planed  march  &  quite  different 
from  any  scheme  which  we  have  heretofore  pulled.  All  our  previous 
schemes  have  been  marching  6c  fighting  against  one  of  the  other 
brigades  &  that  meant  uncertain  hours  of  getting  to  sleep  at 
night  6c  if  unlucky  you  were  shot  on  outpost  duty  which  meant  no 
sleep  at  all  6c  uncertain  hours  of  getting  up  in  the  mornings 
which  generally  meant  somewhere  between  two  6c  four  A.M.  as 
occasion  demanded.  Also  it  meant  uncertain  hours  for  meals 
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when  you  were  dead  lucky  to  eat  three  times  a  day.  But 
this  was  altogether  different.  We  had  nothing  to  worry 
about  in  the  shape  of  an  opposing  force  and  we  only  had  to 
march  without  worrying  about  anything  else  at  all  for  the 
Brigade  Staff  had  done  its  work  well  &  had  mapped  out  our 
course  Ct  had  sxoecified  all  the  noon  day  halts  &  bivouacking 
areas  for  each  day  &  it  was  just  a  question  of  getting  there 
&  then  we  knew  that  regular  meals  were  awaiting  us  as  well 
as  regular  hours  for  going  to  bed  &  getting  up  in  the  morning. 

The  weather  luckily  was  ideal  &  it  proved  to  be  one  great 
big  picnic  right  from  soup  to  nuts.  Another  thing  that  made 
it  nice  was  the  fact  that  wettavelled  on  good  macadam  roads  all 
the  way  &  such  roads  as  we  never  have  at  home.  The  scenery 
was  beautiful  &  as  I  said  before  the  weather  good  3c  the  roads 
fine  so  what  more  could  a  parson  want. 

It  was  a  long  tramp  &  in  our  wanderings  passed  through 
four  counties,  Surrey, Hampshire, Sussex  &  Berkshire,  one  city 
Guildford,  five  towns,  Godaiming,  Bagshot,  Alton,  Midhurst  & 
Petworth  and  about  $0  little  Villages,  whose  names  would  fill 
a  book. 

It  is  a  great  sight  to  see  a  v/hole  brigade  on  the  march. 
Everyone  of  course  in  heavy  marching  order  with  packs  strapped 
on  their  backs  &  rifles  slung  over  the  shoulders  &  swinging  along 
the  road  to  the  pipes  or  brass  band  3c  everyone  happy.  When  tbe 
bands  have  stopped  pi aying  to  get  a  little  wind  for  the  next 
spaem  someone  will  start  up  a  song  such  as  the  "Long  Long  Trail" 
or  "Laddie  in  Khaki"  or  some  other  fool  thing  3c  it  is  amazing 
how  rapidly  it  spreads.  In  no  time  the  whole  platoon  has  it  & 
then  it  spreads  throughout  the  Company  3c  you  can  just  imagine 
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everyone  walking  al ong  singing  at  the  top  of  their  voices. 

This  sort  of  thins  goes  on  until  one  of  the  hands  strikes 
up  again  &  then  al  3  the  hoys  break  off  in  their  singing  Sc 
take  to  whistling  to  help  the  band  out.  It  really  would 
surprise  you  when  everyone  gets  this  way  how  quickly  the 
miles  seem  to  slip  past  Sc  it  seems  that  we  have  no  sooner 
got  really  going  than  the  whistle  bl ows  for  our  ten  minutes 
halt  which  comes  every  hour.  Then  it  packs  off  Sc  fall  out  on 
the  side  of  the  road  sc  a.2  not  to  disturb  traffic  &  then  we 
settle  down  for  a  smoke.  At  the  end  of  the  ten  minutes 

the  whistle  blows  again  &  everyone  swears  &  puts  on  their 
packs  Sc  away  we  go  for  another  $0  minutes  march* 

The  thing  that  strikes  a  Canadian  most  of  all  is 
the  number  of  little  Villages  &  hamlets  you  pass  through 
even  on  a  comparatively  short  distance.  In  the  country 
the  houses  are  not  spread  out  for  miles  like  they  are  at 
home  but  the  farmers  all  seem  to  congregate  in  the 
neighboring  hamlets  so  this  gives  quite  a  relief  as  far 
as  change  of  scenery  is  concerned  for  one  minute  you  are 
out  in  the  country  with  not  a  house  on  either  side  Sc  the 
roads  invariably  lined  with  hedges  &  ditches  Sc  the  next  minute 
you  notice  the  hedges  have  disappeared  Sc  in  their  place  stone 
walls  have  sprung  up  Sc  it  is  always  a  safe  bet  that  you  are  then 
entering  a  Village  with  its  little  old- fashioned  houses  Sc  Village 
green  in  front  of  the  invariable  Pub.  These  Pubs  are  always  a 
source  ©f  amusement  to  the  boys.  They  are  as  alike  as  peas  Sc 
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tho  only  things  different  are  the  names.  "The  Bed  lion"  is 
a  favorite  name.  But  some  times  they  sprung  a  new  one  such 
as  "The  Crown  ft  Cushion”,  "The  Barley  Mew" ,  "The  Hero  of 
Inkerraan",  "The  White  Hart”,  "The  Hen  ft  Chickens"  "The  Half 
Moon"  "The  Three  Horseshoes"  "The  Horse  ft  Wagon"  "The  Hags 
Head"  "The  Dying  Stay"  ft  millions  of  other  such  names  ft  in 
each  case  in  front  of  the  Inn  is  always  a  painted  sign  with 
the  subject  representing  the  name.  Believe  me  it  is  a  study 
in  itself.  The  people  in  each  of  these  hamlets  of  course 
turned  out  en  masse  ft  greeted  us  with  showers  of  apples  which 
the  boys  always  grabbed  ft  which  always  made  the  officers  swear 
for  it  is  hard  to  keep  them  from  breaking  ranks  to  grab  an 
apple  which  they  missed  on  the  first  stab*  However  in  about 
two  seconds  the  stone  walls  disappeared  ft  the  hedges  again 
took  their  place  and  everyone  again  steadied  down  again  until 
some  other  Village  was  reached.  Well  this  sort  of  thing  kept 
up  for  eight  days  ft  it  was  a  real  treat.  The  people  we  passed 
on  the  wa y  were  very  funny  ft  some  of  the  remarks  were  good. 

As  ?7c  were  approaching  G-uildford  ft  everyone  was  marching  at 
attention  ft  trying  to  be  sober.  The  pipe  band  struck  up  ft 
amongst  those  on  the  side  lines  was  an  old  gaffer  sitting  in 
a  donkey  cart.  He  must  have  bfeen  about  90  years  old  ft  Lordy 
but  he  was  Scotch.  He  stood  up  in  his  cart  ft  flourished  his 
whip  ft  croaked  out  "Gang  on,  the  Kiltie  Beds  Gang  on."  He  kept 
repeating  this  over  ft  over  ft  was  so  excited  everyone  burst  into 
a  roar  of  laughter.  I  never  have  seen  a  person  so  worked  up 
by  the  pipes  in  all  my  life.  Coming 
the 


through  Camberley  where 


.  ; 

.  • 

t  :  .  "ati-Jt/urf  -  ft 


•  ,**mB  MU»  «.,*•  ,».x'.rxe^ct 


•  '  : : :  t!  .  r 

®l  J&t  2  ©tuat  dcjst 

‘  .u  ' 

,  : 

*  S  rd'dr/i;  .  v*£ '.'  £  .jisT  ©*!£ 

■  ;:  • 

i-:  •  i 


_  - 


» 


-  •  -  :  ...  •'  1  .  .  -  *  .1  : 


. r  '  izt\  ...  ;•' 


10 


■ 

*  '  ’ 

■L 

“  r  ±t:~  ’  ,  3  "  V.  f. 

'  tz  :  ,:!rf  .  •• 


.  V.i . 


_  - _  ^sdL 


-5- 


the  R  M  C  Sandhurst  is  situated  a  little  hoy  was  standing 
beside  his  Mother  who  had  evidently  told  him  hat  we  had 
come  from  tha*t  Colony  called  Canada  which  was  covered  with 
ice  &  snow  all  the  year  round  &  was  swarming  with  Wolves 
Bears  etc.  etc.  Anyway  the  Kid  looked  at  us  with  his:  eyes 
fairly  bulging  out  of  his  head  &  turning  to  his  Mother  said 
"Well  Mother  in  spite  of  all  they  talk  English"  of  course 
that  caused  another  roar. 

At  a  other  place  one  woman  turned  to  another  &  said 
"I  caUs  it  a  shame  here  are  these  Canadians  wearing  out  our 
good  roads  while  our  boys  a.re  fighting  over  in  France"  This 
was  too  good  to  keep  so  we  told  it  to  General  Embury  our 
Brigadier.  There  were  hundreds  of  funny  incidents  like  this 
occurring  all  the  time  which  kept  everyone  amused.  In  passing 
through  Alton  (one  of  the  toughest  dives  I  ovc-r  have  seen)  it 
happened  to  be  market  day  and  Gypsies  for  miles  around  had 
come  to  town.  As  we  passed  through  our  pipes  were  playing  & 


a  number  of  these  homeless  wanderers  began  to  dance  &  shout. 
They  danced  all  over  the  road  Adam  near  wrecked  the  Brigade. 
I  thought  I  would  bust  myself  laughing  at  them.  They  were  a 


wild  batty  lot. 


Finally  the  day's  march  would  come  to  an  end  about 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  &  we  would  march  to  our  bivouacing 
area  which  was  generally  on  Lord  Someone  or  Others  Estate  <1 
near  a  good  sized  pond  where  we  would  halt  on  the  ground 
prescribed  for  our  battalion  by  the  brigade  (they  think  of 
everything)  &  then  put  up  our  bivouacs.  Bivouacs  are  great 
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things  &  its  surprising  how  warm  &  dry  &  comfy  they  are  on  a 
cold  night.  The  beauty  of  it  is  that  it  is  easily  put  up  as 
everything  you  need  is  a  little  string,  two  stakes  &  a  rubber 
sheet.  After  erecting  these  we  always  had  our  supper  &  then 
to  bed  about  eight  thirty  or  nine  o'clock  every  night.  The 
hardest  thing  in  the  world  however  was  to  crawl  out  of  the 
blankets  at  reveille  nest  morning  for  at  5.30  it  is  always 
pretty  darn  cold  but  after  thinking  it  over  for  about  ten 
minutes  every  morning  I  always  managed  to  get  up  enough  courage 
to  crawl  out  &  get  a  shave  &  a  wash  but  believe  mo  it  took  a 
lot  of  nerve  to  do  it.  Then  came  a  good  breakfast  &>  pack  up 
©ur  stuff  in  our  packs  80  away  again  at  8  o'clock  for  another 
day's  tramp.  As  we  generally  spent  the  night  near  some  town 
we  quite  often  managed  to  have  little  dinner  parties  at  the 
best  hotel.  One  night  we  camped  on  Lord  Oowdray's  Estate  near 
Llidhurst  &  a  number  of  us  beat  it  down  to  the  hotel  for  a  good 
feed.  TThen  we  got  there  we  found  Joe  Thompson  and  a  few  other 
Irish  at  another  table  &  representatives  from  the  other  two 
battalions  at  tables  of  their  own.  So  the  whole  brigade  was 
represented.  Joe  had  quite  a  1  ad  on  board  that  night  so  we 
called  on  him  as  the  "Successor  to  Tommy  Ohurch"  to  give*  us  a 
political  address.  Well  Joe  did  it  to  the  King's  taste  &  before 
he  got  through  he  had  all  out  votes  pledged  for  the  first  election 
after  the  war  when  he  is  going  to  see  that  certain  reforms  are  to 
be  carried  out  in  Toronto  especially  the  opening  of  the  Tremont 
Bar.  He  talked  for  about  half  an  hour  in  this  strain  &  would 
have  kept  going  forever  if  we  hadn't  thrown  things  at  him  to 
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malic  him  shut  up.  He  certainly  is  a  funny  old  bird  &  he  says 
every  time  he  gets  a  shin  full  "3.  P.  Malone  is  a  damned  Grit 
but  he's  all  right  because  he  always  votes  Joe  Thompson  for 
Controller”  . 

I  haven't  seen  Joe  since  we  got  back  to  Gamp  but  one 
day  ho  told  me  that  any  guy  that  finished  this  walking  around 
the  world  trip  of  ours  should  be  decorated  with  horseshoes 
for  he  said  his  was  sore  from  riding  the  first  throe  days 

&  now  his  feet  wars  done  after  one  day. 

I  must  look  up  the  Irish  again  in  the  near  future  for 
Colonel  Malone  So  Joe  &  Stewart  Brown  are  always  asking  me  to 
call  around  and  see  them.  They  certainly  are  a  hospitable  bunch. 

Wo  finally  arrived  back  in  TTitley  on  Friday  afternoon 
&  all  the  boys  were  whistling  Home  Sweet  Home  as  we  marched  in 
but  I  think  they  are  a  little  sorry  that  it  is  all  over.  I.  know 
I  am.  Uow  it  means  getting  back  to  individual  training  again  & 
that  is  no  fun  for  the  men  know  as  much  about  that  as  the  officers. 

Just  before  I  left  I  received  two  parcels  from  home 
containing  2  prs  of  Socks,  Handkerchiefs,  Chocolates,  also 
Tobacco,  Cake,  Biscuits,  Sugar  &  Chewing  Gum  which  Father  sent 
through  Michies.  The  Chawing  Gum  I  chewed  on  the  march  &  was 
mighty  glad  to  have  it.  The  Tobacco  is  always  useful  both  in 
or  out  ©f  Camp  &  that  went  with  me.  The  Cake,  Biscuits,  Chocolates 
&  Dates  were  too  good,  to  keep  so  we  took  them  along  with  us  in 
our  stomachs.  The  Socks  I  wore  &  the  Handkerchiefs  I  blew  my 
nose  on  so  you  see  everything  came  in  very  handy  db  was  most 
useful.  I  also  received  the  Popular  &  Everybody's  as  well  as 
numerous  clippings  &  Weekly  Papers  &  about  20  Globes  so  I  am 
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ws  11  fixed  for  reading  matter.  Many  thanks  for  everything. 

How  I'll  draw  Shis  long  scrawl  to  a  closo  as  I  have 
to  get  dolled  up, for  John  Eodgson  has  ashed  me  up  to  his  place 
for  supper  tonight.  Major  Murray  will  he  there  &  his  two  Sisters 
Mrs.  Irving  &  Mrs.  Hodgson,  so  little  Willie  is  taking  his 
appetite  along  with  him. 

I  may  ho  going  to  Bexhill- on-Sea  for  a  month  along 
with  seven  other  of  our  hoys  to  take  a  Tlatoon  Commander's 
course  this  week.  I  hope  we  go  for  it  will  he  a  change  from 
this  dump  for  a  while  any  way* 

With  host  love  to  yourself  &  Father. 

God  hless  you  &  keep  you  both  in  good  health. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gero.ld 


CarJ  ton  Hot ft 3 , 


Pa]  J  Mai  J  , 

London. 


Oct.  7th, 39J7. 


Pear  Lather, 

As  I  expected  some  few  days  ago  to  be  warned 
for  a  Genera]  Course  at  Bexhil J -on-Sea  I  am  not  the 
]east  bit  surprised  to  find  myself  in  London  for  the 
week  end  stop  over  on  the  way .  Eight  of  us  including  AJ 
Ramsay,  John  Mi 3 n  &  Brad  Snow  Jeft  Camp  Saturday  morning 
to  go  to  Bexhijj  but  as  r.2  clo  not  have  to  report  untiJ 
Monday  afternoon  we  natural Jy  broke  the  journey  at  London 
and  I’m  mighty  gJ ad  I  did  for  I  have  met  more  peopJe  I 
know  on  this  trip  than  on  any  I’ve  been  on  for  nearly 
a  year. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  we  went  down  to  the 
Savoy  which  is  absolutely  the  best  place  to  go  to  meet 
Canadians  &  there  about  the  first  person  I  met  was  Bud 
Brown  who  had  just  arrived  in  from  PEance.  Reg  Elliott 
was  also  present  &  as  usual  as  large  as  Jife,&  many  other 
Toronto  boys  including  Porky  Brydon,  AJec  McKay  and  Jots 
of  others.  I  was  talking  to  the  boys  when  Doc  MacLachJ  an 
called  me  over  to  where  he  was  talking  to  a  Major*  The 
Major  turned  out  to  be  King  Eager  of  the  J>bth  who  was  very 
anxious  to  see  me  when  he  heard  that  I  was  around.  He  seemed 
delighted  to  see  rae  &  welcomed  me  Jike  a  Jong  lost  brother. 

He  was  asking  after  both  you  and  Mother  &  wanted  me  to  give 
you  both  his  very  best  regards  when  I  next  wrote.  He  also 
told  me  that  he  v/ouJ  d  write  you  within  the  next  coupjs  01 
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days.  I  had  a  3  ong  taj  k  with,  him  a]  j  about  Niagara  Camp 
when  Mika,  Bud  Y/iJJiaras  &  himsejf  had  such  a  good  time 
together.  There  was  another  58th  man  with  him,  major 
someone  or  other  whose  name  I  forget  who  met  you  &  Mother 
too  &  was  aJso  enquiring  after  your  heaJth* 

I  had  dinner  with  Bud  &  Reg  &  they  are  both  joofcing 
fine.  Bud  is  trotting  around  in  a  suit  of  civvies  &  Jooks 
mighty  comfostabJe  to  say  the  Jeast. 

We  continue  on  with  our  journey  tomorrow  about  noon 
so  I  hope  to  be  up  eariy  enough  in  the  morning  to  at  Jeast 
get  around  &  say  good  bye  to  them  aJj.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  catching  any  of  them  as  Jong  as  I’m  on  the  job  before 
noon  for  you  never  saw  such  a  bed  J oving  crowd  in  a3  3  your 
Jife.  No  one  in  this  town  ever  thinks  about  getting  up  before 
3unch  time  &  1  find  that  that  is  the  best  way  to  see  anyone 
by  just  going  into  their  rooms  &,puJJing  them  out  of  bed* 

Just  before  3eaving  Camp  a  Canadian  Mai 3  put  in 
an  appearance  &  I  received  a  Jetter  from  you  &  Mother  dated 
Sept. 7th  as  we] 3  as  a  great  number  of  c3 ippings  &  I  was  quite 
surprised  to  3  earn  that  you  have  been  disappointed  so  often 
as  to  my  Jack  of  3 etters .  I  cant  understand  it  because  I  make 
it  a  point  of  writing  either  Mother  or  YourseJf  once  a  week 
at  the  very  3  east  &  more  if  I  get  the  chance.  But  sometimes 
once  or  twice  onJy  I  think  it  has  ever  gone  ten  days  &  onJy 
then  when  we  have  been  out  on  some  scheme  or  other  &  I  haven’t 
had  the  chance.  IIov/  you  can  rest  assured  I ’33  write  as 
regu3 arJy  as  poesib3e  not  on3y  because  I  consider  it  a  duty 
but  because  it  gives  me  a  Jot  of  pJeasure  Jetting  you  have 
all  the  nerre  fo y*  it  ie  t v,r‘  h««t  tn  V'ovj.np’  e.  talk. 
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I 

I  hope  my  cal)] e  arrived  in  Jots  of  tine  for 
Canadian  Night.  I  sent  it  off  on  Wednesday  night  while 
we  were  near  Midhurst  one  of  the  stopping  points  on  our 
round-the-V/orl  d  march.  I  would  J  ike  to  have  “been  there 
&  an  anxiously  looking  forward  to  your  account  of  the 
meeting  which  no  doubt  will  be  al  ong  in  a  few  days  now. 

How  are  you  &  Mother  keeping  anyway?  I  was  sorry  to  hear 
of  the  demise  of  the  good  oJ d  bus  for  it  seemed  almost  3  ike 
one  of  the  family.  If  we  get  $00  other  cars  I’ll  never 
forget  that  one.  I  an  mostly  sorry  however  that  it  went 
to  pieces  before  the  season  was  really  over  because  no 
doubt  it  robbed  you  both  of  a  Jot  of  pleasure. 

I  was  gl  ad  to  hear  that  you  cej  ebtrated  your 
anniversary  at  the  Exhibition  in  the  usuaJ  style  on  Farmers 
Day.  I  remember  that  day  always  was  a  hard  one  on  your  nerves 
&  Mothers  peace  of  mind.  For  she  used  to  'have  to  wait  for 
a  couple  of  hours  outside  of  the  Art  Building  &  you  used  to 
swear  at  old  ITordheimer  or  Whatley  or  someone  for  delaying 
you.  Then  the  excitement  used  to  be  great  when  you  &  Maw 
finally  did  meet. 

Al  &  I  went  to  a  Concert  tonight  &  found  ourselves 
mixed  up  with  all  the  Hobs.  The  Lord  Mayor  clashed  off  a  speech. 
Sir  John  Jellicoe  was  in  a  box  So  when  I  came  in  said  "Hello 
Jerry  how  are  E.T.&  Amy."  Then  were  all  sorts  of  such  likes 
all  around  as  so  we  were  on  our  best  society  manners  So  pulled 
no  bones  to  speak  of* 
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ITow  I  Y/i33  say  Good  nif^rt  &  God  biess  you  &  Mother 
for  I  fee}  just  tired  enough  for  bed. 

Your  3 ovin^  So n, 

Gera3  d. 


Bexhil  1 -on-Sea 


Canadian  Trench  Warfare  School  , 


My  dear  Mother, 


Oct. 3 J tv, j  9J  7. 


I  am  nov;  ho. cl:  at  School  once  more  &  partaking 
of  a  little  information  handed  out  by  the  hired  heix^  at  the 
above  named  joint.  It  is  the  sariie  school  as  I  attended  at 
Crowborough  last  Easter  but  an  altogether  different  branch 
for  which  I  am  truly  thankful.  The  last  course  was  purely 
a  navvy’s  course  in  the  art  of  wei! ding  a  pick  &  shovel 
but  this  is  altogether  different  for  we  do  nothing  but  sit  on 
our  tails  &  listen  to  lectures  on  conditions  of  things  to  be 


found  at  the  Pront. 


Seven  of  us  left  Witley  last  Saturday  including 
Al  Kara  say,  John  Lliln,  Brad  Snow  &  John  Young  on  v/hat  we 
considered  to  be  a  months  hpli&ay.  Johnnie  Hiln  Sc  Brad  brought 
their  golf  clubs  along.  I  suppose  they  must  have  thought  they 
were  going  on  a  Golf  Course  &  not  a  Trench  Warfare  Course. 
However  \/e  left  London  Monday  afternoon  &  came  down  to  Bexhil  1 
which  is  situated  on  the  Louth  East  Coast  &  between  Hastings 
&  Eastbourne,  I  haven t  seen  these  places  yet  as  there  hasn’t 
been  much  time  but  Sunday  looks  like  a  big  day  for  sight  seeing. 

The  School  is  situated  just  outside  of  the 
Town  6c  in  an  old  German  Boys  School  which  became  vacant  suddenly 
at  the  beginning  of  August  1$Q4.  It  is  a  fine  house  for  summer 
months  but  for  the  Winter  nothing  Doing.  It  wouldnt  be 

half  as  draughty  in  a  Sumner  House  afc  this  i>j  ace  is.  The  wind 
whistles  cc  roars  through  the  walls  as  though  they  v/e  re  made  of 
mosquito  netting.  Some  of  the  rooms  have  fire  places  where 
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the  occupants  can  get  a  shin  heat  once  in  a  whil  e  hut  we 
were  uni ucky  in  drawing  a  room  about  the  size  of  a  hath  room 
under  the  eaves  &  the  only  way  we  keep  warm  is  by  getting  to 
lied.  There  are  five  of  us  in  the  room  and  as  we  have  to 
huddle  up  pretty  close  when  we  all  get  in  in  order  to  close 
the  door  we  keep  fairly  warm.  The  coldest  and  most  dis¬ 
agreeable  part  is  getting  up  in  the  morning  at  5»30  when  we 
have  to  get  out  on  parade  &  do  an  hours  physicial  drill, 

Believe  me  it  is  some  scramble  to  get  dressed  then.  All  I 
do  is  to  pull  on  a  pair  of  shoes  &  pants  and  my  sweater  over 
my  pyjamas  &  beat  it  out.  Then  we  do  enough,  running  about 
in  the  next  hour  to  keep  us  warm  for  the  rest  of  the  morning. 
We  then  come  in  &  dress  for  breakfast  after  which  we  have 
lectures  pretty  continuously  until  5*00  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  Dinner  comes  along  at  5*^5  &  we  are  then  free  for  the 
rest  of  the  day. 

Last  night  we  went  down  town  A  1  ocated  a  Liovie 
Show  where  we  managed  to  kil  3  a  coup!  e  of  hours  £c  then  we 
went  to  the  SackviJle  Hotel  &  pi ayed  Billiards  the  rest  of 
the  evening.  So  as  Jong  as  v/e  have  something  like  that  to  do 
in  the  evenings  we  will  be  all  right, 

Bexh.il D  itself  appears  to  be  a  fairly  nice  spot 
&  ray  guess  is  that  earlier  in  the  season  it  would  be  rather 
a  lively  spot  too.  There  are  about  three  or  four  large  hotels 
in  the  town  and  every  building  for  miles  along  the  waterfront 
appears  to  be  a  boarding  house  or  else  what  you  would  call 
Private  Hotels.  There  is  a  large  concrete  walk  running  for 


.. 

■  'J 

’•  . 

* 

t'  "X»  •  •  *»•  ^  i*  .  >" 

. ’  0  \  - 

* 

•  *  -t  *  i  .t  ‘  ■•  v  f  -  ••  »■  ■*’  ^  '* 

, 

‘  ’*  | 

•  •  ;  "  '  '  "'  '  ~ 

,*c%  sr?et  w  it;  t-ao.0  ;;' 

•  . . 

+  .  v  j.;  .: 

.  !-  .... 

:  l  .  ;:  \i  -  '  -■  *i> 1  "  1  '  *’  ’  *  '  '  v 

, 

i  ti  " 

. 

,  ,  ,  ./vf  •' •  <?r  v*  J'?,:  %  <:; 

-  •*  v 

. 

■  - 


miles  along  the  front  &  uni  ike  Brighton  it  is  not  Dined 
with,  stores.  Of  course  Brighton  is  ten  times  as  big  a  pD  ace 
hut  there  are  too  darn  many  yids  running  around  to  suit  me. 
This  seems  to  he  a  much  more  quiet  spot  &  al  though  there  are 
not  as  many  pDaces  of  amusement  it  is  pretty  fair. 

We  are  not  going  out  tonight  as  the  pictures  wont 
change  until  tomorrow  c.t  th.2  Movie  palace  so  we  have  taken 
possession  of  a  roaring  grate  fire  in  the  dining  room  & 
thereby  doing  our  best  to  Veep  warm. 

The  weather  has  been  wet  and  cold  this  last  week 
until  today  when  it  turned  out  as  warm  as  summer  &  old  Sol 
was  doing  hie  duty  for  fair.  I  hope  he  keeps  up  the  good 
work. 


How  I’ve  run  out  of  news  so  I'll  cease  fire  for 


a  while. 

With,  boot  love  to  yourself  &  Bather, 
Sod  bless  you 

Your  loving  Son 


Geral d. 


Canadian  Trench  Warfare  School 


Bexh.il 1 -on-Sea, 

Oct. 33th, J937. 


Bear  Mother, 

This  morning  I  receive  the  very  welcome  letter 
from  you-  Father  dated  Sept. 3  6th. &  needless  to  say  I  v/ae 
awful  1  y  glad  to  get  it  &  hear  that  you  ‘both  are  wel  1  &  have 
Been  enjoying  yourselves  at  Hamilton  os  Grimsby.  I  can  easily 
imagine  the  sight  you  would  all  cut  up  tearing  along  that 
good  Grimsby  Road  in  the  Flivver  as  Father  called  it.  I  suppos 
after  driving  in  a  Gael! lac  8  it  felt  as  though  your  bottoms 
were  dragging  along  the  ground.  But  wait  till  you  get  that  nev/ 
car  next  spring.  I  see  where  you  will  get  pinched  with  great 
regularity  for  speeding  down  the  Kingston  Road  or  up  Yonge 
St  for  it  will  be  so  smooth  you  wont  know  how  fast  you  are 
going. 


Yesterday  after  Church  parade  John  Young, Brad  Snow, 
Johnnie  Kiln  &  myself  paid  a  visit  to  one  of  the  neighboring 
golf  courses  &  tried  to  play  a  game.  It  was  honestly  one  of 
the  worst  courses  I  ever  saw  in  all  my  life.  It  had  been 
raining  pretty  steadily  for  three  days  previous  but  still  we 
didnt  think  for  a  minute  that  the  whole  thing  would  be  under 
water.  But  such  was  the  case.  However  as  we  had  come  all  th<3 
wa y  from  camp  we  didnt  want  to  pass  it  up  without  a  trial 
anyway  so  we  pulled  off  our  spats  &  then  went  wading.  Bel  1 
we  wallowed  through  the  wet  for  awhile  getting  any  number  of 
shower  baths  &  going  almost  over  our  heads  in  lots  of  places 
so  we  had  to  give  it  up  as  a  had  job.  Ve  then  went  to  Hastings 
to  have  a  peek  at  the  town  where  old  Bill  the  Conqueror  slipped 
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one  over  Harold  out  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  wasnt  an  awful 
3  ot  to  see.  There  is  an  o3  d  Castle  there  wh i ch  was  very 
interesting  Vat  a3  3  in  ruins.  Wo  wandered  around  here  for 
a  3  one?  time  &  then  visited  the  ol  d  Town  with  its  streets 
so  narrow  that  a  horse  k  waggon  wou3 d  fill  it  up  completely. 

Y/e  went  into  a  store  &  Johnnie  Mi3n  began  bidding  an  oJ  d  man 
of  about  85*  He  wanted  to  know  if  the  town  had  been  here 
very  3  ong  &  a3  3  that  sort  of  stuff  ti3  3  the  oJcl  boy  wondered 
what  sort  of  people  we  were  anyway-.  He  got  kind  of  peeved 
when  Johnnie  asked  him  when  the  CastJe  was  burnt  &  did  it  take 
3 ong  to  put  out  the  flames.  The  o3 d  boy  took  that  as  a 
persona3  insu3t  so  we  came  away  then  before  he  cou3d  sic  the 
dog  on  us. 

After  that  we  went  a3  ong  the  beech  &  saw  the 
sights.  It  is  too  3  ate  in  the  season  now  to  see  the  crowds 
&  about  the  on3y  persons  around  are  soldiers.  We  noticed  that 
they  have  a  Ilol  3  er  Kink  out  on  one  of  the  Piers  so  sometime 
soon  we  are  a3 3  going  down  to  try  out  Juck. 

IText  week  if  we  have  time  we  are  thinking  of  going 
over  to  Eastbourne  to  see  the  sights  in  that  burg.  I  imagine 
before  we  get  finished  we  will  know  the  South  Coast  pretty  well 

The  bugle  has  blown  &  Im  afraid  my  presence  is 
required  on  parade  so  I  r.utt  stop. 

With  best  love  to  both  Father  and  yourself. 

God  bless  you, 

Your  1 oving  Son, 


Geral  d. 


32:fail  1  -on-Sea, 


Oct. 1 7th, 1 91  7* 


My  dear  Pather, 

This  morning  I  received  your  welcome 
clippings  &  letter  of  Sept. i 7th  &  was  p;lad  to  hear  that 
Toronto  actually  had  won  the  pennant  again  &  that  Jim 
McCaffory  was  feeling  his  oats  after  it  all.  There  was 
also  another  article  which  amused  me  too  and  that  was  the 
one  about  Judge  Morson  saying  in  Court  that  in  all  his 
experience  on  the  bench  he  had  never  yet  heard  of  a  motorist 
who  admitted  that  he  ever  travelled  over  10  miles  an  hour. 
That  certainly  reminded  me  of  the  day  we  toot  him  over  to 
Port  Erie.  Dont  you  remember  how  he  kept  checking  me  up  on 
the  speed  all  the  time  &  the  way  he  used  to  curse  every 
person  that  got  in  our  way  &  made  us  slow  up.  I  never  will 
forget  the  Judge  that  day  &  I  have  often  laughed  about  it 
all  since.  He  certainly  is  a  different  man  on  the  bench 
&  in  the  car  for  I  have  often  heard  him  jump  down  some 
motorists  throat  for  speeding  before  now* 

Your  reference  to  Joe  Thompson  the  former  Colour 
Sergeant  of  the  Q,ueens  Own  was  a  new  one  on  me  &  the  next 
time  I  see  old  Joe  1*11  let  him  know  that  you  were  asking 
after  him.  Joe  certainly  is  a  good  old  scout.  I  saw  him 
very  often  before  I  left  Y/itJey  in  fact  nearly  every  day. 
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One  morning  I  cav/  him  come  puffing  clown  the  road  at 
a  dog  trot  just  about  ha] f  an  hour  after  time  lor  parade, 
so  he  v/ae  evident] y  hurrying  before  he  was  missed. 

He  had  about  a  two  aay  growth  of  beard  &  he  was  sweating 
like  the  dickens.  I  hailed  him  and  wanted  to  know  what 
the  rush  was  all  about.  He  said  “Lord  I  am  awfuJ  Jate 
this  morning  I  cut  myse3f  shaving  &  that  detained  me% 

&  away  he  went  again.  About  an  hour  later  I  sa w  him  going 
into  our  barber  shop  to  get  rid  of  a  J ittJeHSJ£a-aJl a"  as 
he  said.  Joe  toJd  me  the  other  day  that  he  now  he] d  the 
proud  distinction  of  Champion  of  Y&tJey  Camp  for  “throwing 
the  heavy  mince  pie" ,  When  I  tried  to  indues  him  to  go  into 
the  Brigade  Sports.  So  he  is  now  resting  on  his  laurels. 

It  is  raining  like  the  dickens  tonight  which  is  nothing  new 
for  that  is  the  normal  state  of  the  weather  at  this  season 
but  it  certainly  doesnt  tend  to  make  Bexnin  look  any  more 
attractive. 

I  think  I  told  you  in  my  last  letter  that  the  place 
where  we  are  living  was  a  former  German  School  but  the  other 
night  I  went  down  to  the  cellar  &  had  a  look  around  &  was  more 
convinced  than  ever  that  it  was  meant  for  something  more  than 
a  mere  school  a  little  over  three  years  ago.  The  cellar  floor 
is  made  of  solid  concrete  &  everyone  here  is  certain  that  it 
was  built  by  Hr. German  for  a  gun  emplacement.  I  dont  know  how 
true  thisis  but  it  looks  reasonable.  They  also  tell  us  that 
when  the  house  was  taken  over  by  the  A  uthorities  they  dis¬ 
covered  a  complete  wireless  apparatus  installed  in  the  house 
as  well.  This  is  all  much  more  interesting  to  see  than  to 
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read  about  however. 

I  havent  any  news  1’or  you  since  I  Jast  wr ote  for 
I’ve  been  out  of  the  buiJ  ding  once  since  &  that  was  Monday 
night  we  a]J  got  recKJess  &  went  to  the  movies. 

Y/ith  best  Jove  tc  Mother  anu  YourseJf. 

Good  night  &  God  bless  you  both. 

Your  Joving  Son 


GeraJ  a 
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Bexhill- on-Sea, 


Oct.  24th ,1917. 


Bear  Mother, 

The  Canadian  Mail  arrived  yesterday  and  as  usual 
I  received  your  welcome  letters  of  Sept.  21st  &  23rd  &  needless 
to  say  was  delighted  as  usual.  I  also  received  a  box  from 
Michies  presumably  sent  by  Father  containing  some  more  good 
Canadian  Tobacco,  Laura  Secords  Candy,  Preserved  Ginger, 

Biscuits  &  Bull  Durham  with  Cigarette  Papers.  I  think  I  told 
you  before  that  there  are  five  of  us  living  in  our  little  two 
by  twice  room , &  needless  to  say  the  arrival  of  the  parcel  caused 
a  great  demonstration  amongst  all  bhe  long  guts  in  the  room. 
There  is  still  some  Tobacco  left  but  that  is  the  only  relic 
remaining  to  remind  me  of  that  box  The  rest  just  disappeared 
in  So  time.  Tonight  I  got  a  card  notifying  me  of  the  arrival 
of  another  registered  parcel  so  first  thing  tomorrow  I’ll  beat 
it  for  the  School  Post  Office  &  get  it  out  of  hock.  In  fact  we 
are  all  looking  forward  to  what  the  morrow  will  bring  us.  It  is 
certainly  good  of  you  both  to  keep  sending  things  so  regularly. 
It  is  almost  as  much  fun  opening  those  parcels  as  it  used  to  be 
looking  in  our  stockings  on  Christmas  morning. 

We  have  changed  our  place  of  abode.  It  was  too  darn 
cold  where  they  had  us  cooped  up  under  the  eaves  at  the  school 
so  today  they  transferred  us  to  a  vacant  house  about  200  yards 
up  the  street  where  we  have  a  larger  room  on  the  first  floor  & 
best  of  all  a  fire  place.  Tonight  I  am  making  the  best  use  of 
that  same  fire  place  &  at  present  am  sitting  on  the  floor  in 
fr-ont  of  it  cl&thed  in  my  usual  morning  dress.  B  V  D's  Sweater 
&  a  pair  of  slippers,  while  outside  the  wind  is  blowing  a 
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hurricane  which  darn  near  blows  the  house  over  every  now  &  then 
&  also  causes  this  blasted  fire  to  back-fire  every  once  in  a 
while  &  then  I  get  a  face  full  of  smoke.  I  think  the  old  chimney 
needs  cleaning  out  a  bit. 

There  is  very  little  doing  around  these  parts  as  they 
keep  us  working  from  6 .SO  in  the  morning  until  5.00  at  night 
so  we  havent  an  awful  lot  of  time  to  ourselves. 

The  most  exciting  thing  we  do  is  when  we  go  down  to 
the  beach  to  throw  bombs  &  fire  rifle  grenades  we  get  a  lot  of 
spare  time  when  it  isnt  our  turn  to  perform  so  we  generally  get 
most  of  the  school  into  a  game  of  tossing  pennies. 

The  day  before  yesterday  was  beautiful  &  we  spent  the 
whole  day  on  the  beach  just  humming  &  sleeping  &  throwing  the 
odd  bomb  once  in  a  while.  The  only  excitement  7/e  could  get  then 
was  to  have  a  sweep  stake  on  a  game  of  "Jacks"  which  A1  Ramsey 
won  in  a  walk.  He  was  at  "five  game  twoses"  before  the  rest  of 
us  really  got  going. 

We  will  be  going  back  to  Witley  at  the  end  of  next 
week  ts  then  as  I  think  we  will  be  entitled  to  5  or  6  days  leave 
A1  &  I  are  going  to  take  a  trip  over  to  Ireland  if  possible.  He 
has  some  relations  in  Dublin  where  we  intend  to  stay  for  a  couple 
of  days  &  from  there  we  may  run  up  to  Belfast  &  give  it  the  once 
over.  I  certainly  hope  the  leave  materializes. 

I  enjoyed  very  much  the  account  of  the  Morphy  re-union 
&  I  can  imagine  the  wind  &  water  made  rather  a  stormy  day  for  the 
outsiders.  But  you  people  would  always  have  your  little  joke 
regardless  of  the  safety  of  any  one  else  present.  I  think  the 
family  crest  should  consist  of  a  Gas  Helmet  &  Life  Preserver 
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surmounted  "by  a  Laughing  Hyena.  But  what  the  poor 
has  to  laugh  about  with  all  that  gas  &  water  about 
search  me. 

Wall  I'm  off  to  bed  novi  for  I  have  to  go 
Physical  jerks  tomorrow  morning  at  6.30  &  the  Lord 
never  make  the  grade  if  I  dont  go  to  bed  now. 

With  best  love  to  you  both.  Good  Light  & 

Your  loving  Son, 

"Gerald" 


old  Hyena 
you  can 

through 
knows  I'll 

God  Bless  you. 


Boxh.il!  on  Sea, 


October  28th, 1917. 


Boar  Father , 

[Things  are  going  on  very  much  the  same  as  usual 

at  the  School  here  so  about  our  daily  routine  there  isnt 

■» 

very  much  to  tell.  The  other  night  however  we  put  on  a 
night  attack  in  which  was  used  over  600  pounds  of  explosives. 
Outside  of  making  a  lot  of  noise  which  scared  the  people  of 
Bexhill  stiff  as  they  thought  sure  the  Germans  were  putting 
over  a  raid  or  something,  everything  went  off  in  good  style. 

Yesterday  afternoon  we  went  down  to  Eastbourne  & 
saw  the  sights  at  the  quite  famous  watering  place.  It  is 
the  fag  end  of  the  season  however  &  there  is  really  nothing- 
doing  now  compared  with  a  month  or  so  ago.  Eastbourne  itself 
is  quite  a  big  place  &  boasts  of  a  rather  large  winter  population 
so  you  see  it  wasnt  by  any  means  deserted  but  it  wasnt  at  all 
too  crowded  to  be  uncomfortable.  The  most  fun  we  had  was  out 
on  the  Pier  where  they  have  a  great  number  of  penny  in  the 
slot  games  where  A1  &  I  spent  about  500  pennies  to  the  great 
delight  of  about  10  or  12  Kids  who  followed  us  all  over  the 
place  coaxing  us  to  spend  our  money  on  the  different  games. 

They  enjoyed  it  as  much  as  we  did.  After  dinner  we  want  to  the 
Winter  garden  there  &  saw  a  fairly  decent  Yaudiville  Show  & 
then  took  the  11. 30  train  back  to  Bexhill. 

Today  I  spent  in  sight-seeing  &  went  to  Battle  Abbey 
about  6  or  7  miles  away.  It  was  really  a  mighty  interesting 
little  trip.  An  old  caretaker  took  us  all  around  &  explained 
all  the  sights  to  us.  I  have  read  of  the  place  in  history  but 
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I  really  didnt  know  much  about  the  place  until  today. 

The  old  Abbey  of  which  very  little  remains  today  thanks  to 
the  grafting  ability  of  old  Henry  VIII  is  situated  on  the 
top  of  Senlac  Hill  about  6  miles  inland  from  the  English 
Channel  8c  about  equidistant  from  Hastings  &  Bexhill  both 
on  the  Coast,  &  from  the  top  you  get  quite  a  good  view  of 
both  places  &  the  Sea  as  well  as  the  surrounding  country. 

It  was  here,  so  our  old  guide  informed  us,  that  Harold  8c 
his  Army  resisted  William  &  his  stalwarts  for  the  best  part 
of  a  day  in  1066  until  foxy  Bill  pulled  off  the  hidden  ball 
trick  &  went  through  the  centre  for  a  touchdown.  To  Com¬ 
memorate  the  victory  of  the  Battle  of  Hastings  &  to  fulfil 
his  promise  to  his  men  he  erected  this  old  Abbey  on  the  very 
spot  where  the  English  Standard  had  been  yanked  down. 

The  place  where  Harold  was  killed  was  the  site  of 
the  High  Altar  of  the  Abbey.  Only  an  excavation  8c  a  very 
small  part  of  the  wall  remains  today  but  the  place  is  marked 
by  a  tablet  which  was  orected  in  recent  years  by  the  Government. 
Very  very  little  remains  of  the  old  place  now  but  our  old  boy 
was  able  to  tell  us  exactly  where  the  walls  of  the  place  ran 
8c  it  certainly  must  have  been  an  immense  place  in  its  day  for 
its  length  was  about  325  feet. 

Wo  were  told  it  took  over  30  years  to  build  8c  I 
certainly  believe  it  after  seeing  the  only  remaining  portion 
of  the  old  wall  which  is  of  stone  &  61  in  thickness. 

The  place  was  practically  levelled  to  the  ground  by 
Henry  the  Eighth  8c  I  must  say  he  made  a  pretty  complete  job 
of  it  too. 
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The  house  connected  with  the  Abbey  although  erected 
in  the  twelfth  century  still  stands  &  is  now  a  private  dwelling 
which  of  course  is  not  open  to  the  public.  It  like  the  remainder 
of  the  place  is  built  of  stone  &  some  of  the  carvings  on  the 

ar  Q 

walls  j  truly  great.  I  would  have  loved  to  get  a  squint  at 
the  interior. 

It  was  on  the  whole  a  mighty  interesting  day  &  when 
I  get  the  chance  I  am  going  to  dig  up  a  book  on  English  History 
&  read  it  all  over  again. 

The  weather  has  turned  quite  chilly  lately  &  the 
grate  fire  in  our  new  room  is  being  worked  overtime  these 
evenings.  We  expect  to  go  back  to  Witley  the  latter  part  of 
this  week  &  we  will  all  be  glad  to  get  back  again  after  our 
little  holiday  at  the  school  here. 

How  is  everything  getting  on  at  home?  I  suppose  by 
this  time  it  is  getting  pretty  cold  again  &  you  will  all  be 
looking  forward  to  a  nice  snappy  winter. 

Well  I'm  done  now. 

Best  love  &  God  Bless  you  &  Mother. 

Your  loving  Son, 


"Gerald” 
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Witley  Camp, 


ITov.^th,  J  9  j  7 . 


My  d§ar  father  :- 

We  arrived  bade  at  Witley  the  day  before 
yesterday  al 1  safe  &  sound  &  the  mail  &  parcels  I  found 
waiting  for  me  woul d  pretty  near  sink  a  ship.  There  was 
one  containing  tobacco, biscuits,  Bui J  Durham s ,  Laura  Secords, 
Cigarettes  &  I  have  aJmost  forgotten  what  eise.  Then  there 
was  another  containing  Maple  Sugar,  Cocoa,  Coffee, Tobacco, 

&  a  ton  of  Chocolates.  And  still  another  from  Mother 
just  to  remind  me  of  the  " Cupboard  in  the  Dining  Hoorn  con¬ 
taining  those  good  home  made  biscuits.  Another  one  con¬ 
tained  2  prs  pyjamas  &  three  pair  of  socks.  Beside  this  was 


a  dandy  little  sweater  from  Mib  &  a  smajj  box  from  Mrs. Cody. 
Then  again  there  were  a  swarm  of  GJ obes  &  three  sets  of 
cl ippings  (  Dont  ever  think  of  stopping  those  clippings, 
they  are  al ways  read  by  everyone  in  the  Mess  when  I  get 
through  with  them).  There  were  also  two  Popular  Magazines 
a  Peoples  Magazine  for  October  &  the  Mapje  Leaves  from 
home  &  Jacksons  Point.  Those  oid  leaves  are  beautiful 
&  I  can  just  imagine  what  the  trees  look  like  all  decked 
out  in  their  red  uniform.  The  leaves  over  here  are  not 
nearly  as  pretty.  They  turn  yell ow  &  then  quit.  I  am  going 
to  use  those  leaves  to  decorate  my  room  with. 

Low  you  can  just  imagine  what  a  whale  of  a 
time  I  had  opening  all  those  parcels.  I  think  we  are  stocked 
up  with  eatables  now  that  we  will  not  get  away  with  for  about 
a  month.  Tel  J  Mother  her  cookies  taste  just  as  good  as  ever 
oc  that  is  going  some  too.  Both,  your  letters  &  Mothers 
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have  been  arriving  reguJ  any  the  last  ones  being  dated 
Oct ,J  2th.  &  1  4th  &  needless  to  say  they  are  always 
welcomed  with  open  arms.  The  Qakvil ] e  Horse  Show  must 
have  been  some  big  event  &  I  would  have  loved  to  have  seen 
the  fun.  It  must  be  a  wonderful  run  now  in  the  car  to 
Oakville  along  that  good  Lakeshore  Hoad.  I  have  not  yet 
seen  Joe  Thompson  but  when  I  do  I*  11  surely  give  him  your 
messages  &  good  cheer  to  the  next  Mayor  of  Toronto.  I 
certainly  must  look  Joe  up  soon  &  have  a  darn  good  laugh 
anyway. 

Well  as  I  started  out  to  tell  you  vie  arrived 
back  at  Witley  O.K.  &  found  that  the  place  had  become 
rejuvenated  during  our  absence.  The  new  Mess  Committee 
had  done  wonders.  The  Mess  all  re-decorated,  big  soft 
couches  purchased,  lots  of  easy  chairs  &  a  billiard  table. 

So  you  see  we  are  quite  homelike  now  &  preparing  for  another 
Winters  campaign  at  Witley.  But  while  v/e  are  here  vie  are 
going  to  make  the  best  of  it  &  have  as  much  fun  as  possible. 

Major  Murray  is  well  &  enjoying  good  health  but  the 
death  of  his  brother-in-law  Colonel  Irving  has  been  rather 
a  shock  to  him  as  well  as  to  his  sister  Mrs. Irving.  The 
remainder  of  the  gang  are  about  the  same  as  usual  &  seem  to 
be  enjoying  themselves. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  our  first  edition  of  the 
Battalion  Magazine  which  is  just  out  thinking  it  might  be 
of  some  interest  to  you.  Also  some  photos  taken  at  various 
times  which  I  have  managed  to  get  from  some  of  our  camera 


fiends 


With  best  Jove  to  Mother  &  Yourself  &  with  many 


thanks  for  al J  your  parcels  &  God  bless  you  both 

Your  3  ovine;  Son, 


Go  raj  d . 


Mother  was  asking 
a  couple  of  suits 
of  knitted  gl  eves 


about  underwear.  Tell  her  I  could 
of  medium  for  winter  wear  &  also  ? 
if  possible  &  it  is  not  too  much  i 


s  tand 
.  pair 
roubJ 


¥itJey  Camp,  Nov. J  2th, J9-*7* 


Dear  Pather, 

We  had  a  regular  oid  Canadian  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  last  week,  clear  &  cold  8c  what  is  better  still  a 
Canadian  Rugby  Match  down  at  Godaiming  between  Witley 
&  Seaford  Camps.  It  seemed  the  most  natural  thing  on 
earth,  to  bundle  ourselves  up  in  sweaters  8c  greatcoats 
8c  beat  it  to  the  game.  I  wouidnt  have  missed  it  for  any¬ 
thing.  Our  Pipe  8c  Brass  bands  v/e re  present  8c  filled  in 
nicely  between  times,  just  like  John  Slatter  &  the  48th 
Band  used  to  do  on  Saturday  afternoons  at  Varsity  Stadium. 
And  it  i ooked  more  homej ike  than  ever  when  the  two  teams 
stepped  on  the  field  to  see  the  old  faces  into  the  game 
once  more.  Varsity  was  well  represented  in  Pete  Campbell, 
Jack  Maynard,  A1  Ramsey  &  Prank  Knight.  There  were  also 
representatives  from  T  R  A  A,  Hamilton  Tigers,  Argos,  McGill 
Ottawa  8c  Queens.  So  you  see  a  Jot  of  the  old  stars  were 
back  on  their  old  jobs  It  was  certainly  a  treat  to  see 
Campbell  &  Maynard  working  together  again  8c  incidentally 
they  were  responsible  for  two  touchdowns  all  by  themselves. 
It  looked  so  natural  that  before  the  game  started  a  big 
Varsity  yell  went  up  from  the  crowd  which  was  faintly 
echoed  by  the  Hamilton  Tigers  growl .  Heedless  to  say  V/itley 
made  a  run  away  of  the  game  8c  won  quite  easily  18-0.  Seaford 
played  well  but  we  had  too  many  old  Champions  against  them. 

After  the  game  I  met  Joe  Thompson  in  the  town 
who  said  that  all  that  necessary  to  make  a  perfect  day  out 
of  it  would  be  to  have  a  bunch  of  Newsboys  around  selling 
Sporting  Extras.  Joe  was  as  funny  as  ever.  He  had 
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with  him  a  man  in  civiJ  ian  c]  othes  whom  I  didnt  known  from 


Adam  hut  Joe  introduced  me  by  saying  "you  know  Eddie". 

So  I  shook  hands  with  him  &  discovered  3ater  that  his  name 
is  or  as  Joe  says  "Eddie  Davie  from  Toronto".  Joe  said 
he  went  to  School  with  him  on  Bathurst  St.&  much  to  his  surpris 
ran  into  him  in  London  on  Friday.  Joe  said  "when  I  saw  him  I 
threw  up  my  hands  &  said  my  God  is  this  the  resurrection  or 
Eddie  Davis". 

However  Mr. Davis  said  he  was  going  home  shortly 
&  wou3d  3ook  you  up  when  he  arrived  &  3  et  you  know  how  I’m 


keeping.  He  seemed  to  know  you  a3J  right. 

Co3 .Ma3  one  was  over  for  dinner  the  other  night  & 
kept  me  out  of  Led  unti3  near3 y  two  o’c3ock  te33ing  me  about 
my  forefathers  the  O’Connors  &  what  a  fine  gang  they  were. 

I  to3 d  him  I’d  take  his  word  for  it  for  I  didnt  know  anything 


about  any  of  them  back  of  my  Grandfather. 

We  expect  to  have  a  big  night  on  the  30th  St .Andrews 
Bight.  Genera3  Hughes,  Major  Forbes  of  the  i^th,  Co3 one3  Ma3 on 
&  a  host  of  others  are  coming  over.  So  I  guess  it  wi33  be  a 
banner  night. 

Your  parce3  from  Michies  Oct. 3 Oth, arrived  the  other 
day  s3ightJy  the  worse  of  wear.  It  must  have  been  banged  about 
terrib3y  for  the  can  of  honey  was  smashed  &  the  honey  got  into 
everything  except  the  tobacco  which  was  0  K.  The  poor  oJd  Bu3  3 
Durham  was  the  stickiest  mess  you  ever  saw  in  your  J ife.  So 
were  the  biscuits  &  candy  but  we  managed  to  get  outside  of  the 
3 atter  neverthe3 ess .  On  the  who 3 e  it  cou3d  have  been  a  who3e 
3  Ot  worse  for  what  we  did  manage  to  save  v/as  good  &  tasted  as 

fine  as  ever  &  as  usual  didnt  last  very  long  with  the  wolves 
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around,  oh,  ye s  Mothers  socks  miracuJ  ous]  y  escaped  the 
honey  &  were  not  touched.  I  am  wearing  them  now.  They 
are  jake. 

Bow  if  you  dont  mine  I’m  going  to  ask  you  not  to 
send  any  more  BuJ  J  Durham  for  you  have  keen  so  good  about 
sending  it  I  wou]  d  have  to  smoke  it  day  &  night  to  catch  up 
to  you.  I  have  a  big  stock  on  hand  which  I  am  sure  I  wont 
he  abJ  e  to  get  rid  of  in  a  month. 

Thanks  just  the  same  for  the  parcel .  You  have 
both  keen  so  good  about  sending  them  that  everyone  here 
envys  me  &  I  dont  bJ ame  them  a  bit. 

With  best  Jove  to  Mother  &  yourself.  God  hi  ess 

you  both. 


Your  J oving  Son, 
Gera] d. 
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Wit 3  ey  Camp, 


Kov.35th.x9i7* 


My  dear  Mother, 

Let  me  see  -  -  -  I  think  its  twenty  eight 
today  isnt  it?  I  cant  he  positive  of  it  for  I  dont  think 
I  ever  did  know.  You  never  would  telJ  us  your  age  when  we 
were  kids  I  guess  you  must  have  been  nervous  that  we  would 
spiJ 3  the  beans  some  night  when  company  was  "mea3 ing"with  us 
which  v/as  genera]  3  y  the  time  we  used  to  pick  for  showing  off 
our  knowledge  without  being  asked  as  we] 3  as  being  forced  to 


exhibit  our  voca3  abiJ ity  accompanied  by  yoursejf  on  the 
piano  by  Father.  Both  were  bad  enough  the  Lord  knov/s  but 
the  v/ay  we  used  to  murder  "Mammy s  Kinky  Headed  Coon"  ( 

I  can  almost  see  you  kicking  me  in  the  shin  &  pointing  out 
towards  the  kitchen  when  I  mention  that  word  "coon")  was  the 
worst  by  far. 

How  Maw  I  havent  much  news  to  give  you  as 
everything  is  much  the  same  as  per  usua]  but  I  couJdnt  3et 
the  day  pass  without  Y/riting  you  &  wishing  you  the  best  of 
everything  on  this  oj  d  earth  &  many  many  happy  returns  of 
the  day.  And  I  do  hope  that  when  your  twenty  ninth  birth¬ 
day  (I  guess  that’s  right  isnt  it?)  comes  a3 ong  I ’3 3  be  ab3e 
to  give  my  best  3  ove  &  wishes  to  you  in  person  &  not  by 
means  of  a  mere  3  etter. 

With  the  best  of  3  ove  8c  with  the  best  of 

hea3  th  v/ea]  th  8c  happiness  for  the  future. 

ever 

Your/loving  Son 
Gera3  d. 
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Wi tley  Camp, 


lTov.X9th,J-93  7. 


My  dear  Pather , 

Sunday  evening  again  &  be] ieve  me  it  has 
been  a  grand  day  for  sleeping.  I  needed  it  badly  too  for 
I  had  quite  a  few  hours  to  catch  Lip  since  priday  night* 

That  evening  was  a  very  ceJ ebtated  occasion  for  the  Sergeants 
of  the  battalion  gave  a  dance  down  at  Guiidford&  I  bind 
of  figured  that  I  should  go  &  at  least  put  in  an  appearance* 
Soafter  much  cursing  &  swearing  a  few  of  us  got  doued  up  in 
our  Sunday  best  &  went  to  our  anticipated  scene  of  torture 

/*•  t 

rather  late  in  the  evening.  But  say  didnt  we  change  our  minds 
though  after  we  arrived.  I  never  had  so  much  attention  paid 
me  in  all  my  life.  There  were  Janes  from  all  parts  of 
England, Ireland  &  Scotland  &  how  they  were  ever  rounded  up 

by  our  sergeants  I  dont  know.  Well  I  must  admit  I  v/as  a  bit 

\ 

out  of  practice  for  I  havent  danced  for  years  but  you  should 
have  seen  little  Clarence  tighten  his  belt  &  shake  a  leg  with, 
the  best  of  them.  Sometimes  I  wouj d  be  stretched  out  in  a 
corner  all  in  &  then  as  sure  as  fate  some  fool  serp^eant  would 
think  I  v/asnt  enjoying  myself  &  they  would  set  me  on  my  feet 
again  &  dig  me  up  another  gin  &  away  we  v/oul  d  go  again. 

There  certainly  was  no  rest  for  the  weary  that  night.  I 
must  have  drunk  gallons  of  circus  lemonade  but  it  didnt  do 
any  good  beaause  I  immediately  sweat  it  out  again.  The  climax 
came  when  they  staged  the  "Lancers".  I  managed  to  get  past  in 
the  "Round  dances"  without  permanently  injuring  anyone.  But 
the  lancers  -  that  was  the  limit.  They  insisted  on  doing  the 
English,  version  which  didnt  worry  me  any  because  I  didnt  know 
the  Canadian  one  anyway.  My  partner  was  a  Q,ueen  also  a  hash 
si inger  in  one  of  the  town  cafes  but  Lord  -  how  that  woman 
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could  dance*  She  tipped  mo  off  to  every  move  &  had  the 
time  of  her  life  pul  1  ing  or  shoving  me  into  my  place. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  innings  I  "began  to  get  warmed  up 
to  my  work  &  by  swinging  my  girl  every  time  I  couldnt 
think  of  anything  else  to  do  I  got  along  fairly  well*  I 
wrecked  two  squads  temporarily  when  I  pulled  a  bone  & 
got  mixed  up  in  another  set  &  began  swinging  Johnny  Mil ns 
girl  thinking  she  was  my  own.  However  Johnny  &  my  partner 
yanked  us  apart  &  everything  was  jake  thereafter.  Take 
my  word  for  it  it  was  some  strenuous  dance  &  to  do  it 
properly  you  have  to  be  in  the  best  of  condition.  Bef'Dre 
I  tackle  it  again  I’m  going  to  take  a  course  in  Physic/al 
Training  &  Bayonet  fighting.  I  havent  had  such  an  evening 

«■  t  r 

for  fun  in  my  life  since  that  famous  dance  at  Trafalgar 
on  Hew  Years  Eve  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

We  got  back  to  Camp  about  half  past  two  thanks  to 
the  assistance  of  a  friendly  milk  waggon  which  happened  to 
be  going  the  6  miles  to  camp.  It  cost  us  each  2  shillings 
as  a  tip  but  it  was  well  worth  it. 

Yesterday  great  excitement  prevailed  around  the 
Camp  when  we  got  orders  from  the  brigade  to  reduce  our 
establishment  to  32  officers.  The  surplus  to  be  sent  to  the 
reserve  battalion  &  then  to  France  as  required.  Heedless  to 
say  we  all  handed  in  our  names  but  as  only  seven  were  to 
go  &  the  call  had  been  for  supernumerary  officers  the  original 
officers  of  the  battalion  were  not  considered  an  awful  lot  by 
our  Orderly  Room  &  when  we  all  kicked  we  got  properly  sat  upon 
by  everyone  individually  &  collectively. 
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So  now  the  matter  rests  with  the  "old  contemptables’’ 
tricking  our  heeJ  s  together  &  trying  to  look  pleasant.  The 
seven  leaving  us  are  those  which  joined  the  “battalion  since 
our  arrival  in  England,  namely,  Beattie  from  London, 

Col  quhoun  from  Brantford,  Hewton  from  London,  Deans  from 

^  r  y 

Montreal ,  Steadman  from  Winnipeg,  Kennedy  from  London  & 

Gordon  MacLaren  formerly  of  the  Sportsmans  Battalion  from 
Toronto,  he  is  a  nephew  of  Alec  MacLaren  &  one  of  the 
best  boys  in  the  battalion.  So  no w  with  but  a  few  exceptions 
we  are  left  with  only  our  original  officers. 

What  the  meant ing  of  this  decrease  in  our  establish¬ 
ment  is  I  havent  the  faintest  idea  &  I  wont  make  any  rash 
guesses . 

Your  appl es  arrived  in  good  condition  this  afternoon 
(Sc  I  noticed  boxes  for  Major  Murray  &  others  so  I  guess  you  will 
hear  from  them  all  shortly.  They  certainly  tasted  great  and 
were  a  fine  treat.  Nothing  can  touch  good  Canadian  apples 
anyway.  I  also  received  another  parcel  from  Michies.  It  is 
too  good  of  both  you  &  Mother.  Parcels  have  been  arriving 
regularly  every  week  or  so  &  containing  things  that  we  always 
appreciate  to  the  utmost.  This  one  contained  tobacco, candy, 
Bull  &  papers  &  chewing  gum.  (I  tell  you  what  each  contains 
so  that  you  will  know  just  which  parcels  have  arrived  OK). 

Your  cable  dated  Bov.l 6th  arrived  yesterday  quite 
safely  &  I’m  glad  to  hear  that  Mother  got  mine  all  right. 

ITow  I  must  say  good  night  for  I’ve  still  got  those 
five  hours  sleep  to  catch  up  &  the  sooner  the  better. 

With  best  Jove  &  God  bless  both  Mother  &  yourself. 

Your  loving  Son,  Gerald. 
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Wit 3 ey  Camp, 

Hov.28th,  j  9  J  7  • 


My  dear  Father, 

This  last  week  I  have  had  rather  a  busy  time 
&  have  not  had  much  chance  to  indulge  in  any  j etter  writing 
hut  I’m  away  now  &  hope  to  finish  this  in  time  to  catch  the 
Canadian  mail  leaving  in  about  an  hour.  The  ejection  in  Canada 
is  the  big  question  hei>re  us  all  at  the  present  minute  &  as 
the  men  commence  voting  on  Monday  every  avail  abl  e  officer 
is  busy  getting  things  into  shape  so  that  there  will  be  no 
confusion  when  the  time  comes  &  every  thing  will  come  off 
smoothly.  Speaking  frankly  we  are  all  more  or  jess  dubious 
as  to  the  outcome  of  it  all.  AJ though  we  know  that  the  vote 
in  this  division  is  practically  solid  for  conscription  & 
v/e  assjame  that  the  men  in  France  who  are  the  real  ones  to 
benefit  at  the  preserttime  think  the  same  way,  which  all 
means  that  assuming  that  the  soldiers  vote  amounts  to  9 0 % 
for  conscription,  it  looks  to  us  that  Lauriers  lead  of  65  in 
Quebec  is  going  to  upset  the  apple  cart.  The  Lord  onjy  knows 
what  the  remainder  of  Canada  will  have  to  say  but  I  have  a 
sneaky  feeling  that  on  or  about  the  17th  of  next  month  that 
our  names  will  be  mud. 

However  to  get  away  from  politics,  I  have  been 
attending  the  Divisional  Gas  School  for  the  last  week  &  have 
sniffed  all  the  known  poison  gases  to  mankind,  chi orine, 
phosgene,  Tear  Gas  &  a  million  others.  Their  favorite  trick 
is  to  put  us  all  into  a  gas  chamber  wearing  our  box-respirators 
&  on  a  given  signal  v/e  had  to  change  into  the  oJd  gas  helmet. 
Believe  me  I  didnt  think  it  v/as  possible  to  change  from  one  to 
the  other  so  quickly  &  as  for  taking  a  breath  I  couldnt  if 
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I  had  wanted  to  I  was  so  darn  scared.  I  had  the  respirator 
off  &  the  he3met  on  so  quickly  the  oid  gas  didnt  get  a 
chance.  Those  "box- respirators  though  seem  to  he  the 
great  3itt3e  things  for  with  one  of  those  over  your  face  you 
are  as  safe  from  gas  as  you  woujd  he  at  Kan3 ans  Point.  The 
beauty  of  it  is  that  it  is  very  simple  to  pull  it  on  &  from 
the  time  the  aiarm  ‘‘gas "  is  given  we  can  have  the  whoJe  thing 
adjusted  in  four  seconds  easiiy.  It  was  quite  a  good  3itt3© 
course  &  I  enjoyed  it. 

Major  Murray  put  over  one  on  me  the  other  day. 

One  of  the  men  was  up  for  a  District  Court  Martial  & 
wanted  an  officer  to  handle  his  case  for  him  so  Major  Murray 
sicked  him  on  to  me.  I  thought  he  was  to  be  President  of  the 
Court  MartiaJ  so  I  took  the  job  for  I  figured  that  there  was 
a  good  chance  to  win  but  he  threw  me  into  the  depths  of 
despair  when  he  informed  me  that  he  wouJ  d  not  be  present. 
Fortunately  the  charge  was  such  a  trivial  one  &  the  Court 
was  pretty  hungry  by  the  time  our  case  was  ca3  3  ed  that  I 
didnt  get  much  chance  to  fascinate  the  Court  with  my 
usua3  f 3  ow  of  eJoquence  so  the  prisoner  natura3  3y  was 
acquitted.  I  must  say  that  that  Court  was  there  forty 
different  ways.  They  aidnt  care  a  damn  for  Jaw  so  I  guess 
like  Judge  Morsons  it  was  a  Court  of  Equity.  We  had  a  Jot 
of  fun  out  of  it  though.  I  think  the  prisoner  was  the 
on3y  worried  person  in  the  whoJe  p3ace  &  I  dont  blame  him 
a  bit. 

Te3J  Mother  I  received  her  parce3  of  candy, 
stuffed  dates,  peanuts  &  sJeeping  cap  O.K.  &  that  the 
s3eeping  cap  is  fine  &  wiJ 3  be  mighty  usefuJ  the  next  time 
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we  have  to  sleep  outside  &  a  thing  that  is  needed  badly 
if  the  weather  is  inclined  to  be  a  hit  cojci.  As  for  the  remainder 
of  the  contents  nothing  need  oe  said  out  nothingremains  so  you 
can  judge  for  yourself  that  it  certainly  did  not  miss  the  correct 
spot  in  our  anatomy  nor  was  there  much  delay  in  it  so  doing. 

I  also  received  your  cablegram  jast  Monday  night 
about  the  result  of  the  Zetland  Election.  It  was  good  of  you* 
to  tell  the  truth,  though  I  am  getting  rather  worried  about  these 
advancements  in  office  for  I*m  afraid  I  have  forgotten  an  awful 
lot  &  if  I  dont  get  started  near  the  bottom  I  wont  know  a  b3 ooming 
thing  &  wont  be  abie  to  fi33  a  higher  office  capably.  However 
it  is  awful  3y  good  of  the  boys  to  'keep  giving  me  a  leg  up  each 
year  &  I  rea33y  appreciate  their  kindness  &  when  I  get  a  little 
more  time  I  am  going  to  write  Charlie  Baker  a  line  &  te31  him  so. 

Tomorrow  Sc  Friday  nights  are  going  to  be  wonders. 

Friday  of  course  is  St. Andrews  night  Sc  our  mess  have  bought 
up  all  the  available  Haggis*  in  the  United  Kingdom  while  we 
have  all  sorts  of  celebrated  Scotch  crabs  coming  to  break  bread 
with  us  on  that  festive  occasion.  Who  they  are  1  havent  taken 
the  trouble  to  find  out  but  I  do  know  that  Major  Forbes  of  the 
15th  is  coming  whom  I  am  very  anxious  to  meet.  Of  course 
Colonel  Malone  the  descendant  of  the  0* Connors  will  also  be 
present  Sc  he  says  he  is  coming  in  the  guise  of  a  Major  of  the 
48th  Highlanders  Sc  is  unpacking  his  kilt  for  the  purpose. 

Tomorrow  night  is  to  be  the  Sergeants  St. Andrews  night  Sc  tv/o 
Officers  per  company  are  invited.  As  Marcel  is  away  on  a 
course  at  present  Major  Murray  asked  me  to  go  with  him  which 
sure  looks  good  to  me.  I  imagine  I *31  be  more  or  less  of  a 
wreck  by  the  time  Saturday  comes  along  for  on  such  nights 
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judging  from  the  past  you  are  lucky  to  get  more  than 
three  hours  sleep.  So  Saturday  afternoon  is  going  to 
be  given  up  to  organized  sJeeping  as  far  as  I'm  concerned. 

I  saw  by  yesterdays  casuaJty  list  that  Bud  Brown 
had  died  of  wounds  8c  bel  ieve  me  it  gave  me  one  awful  shock. 
It  v/as  "Capt  R. A. Brown  M.C.  Central  Ontario  Regiment" 
so  I  presume  that  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  The  worst 
of  the  whol  e  thing  was  that  I  had  heard  that  Bud  had  been 
slightly  wounded  &  was  just  a  walking  casualty.  This  news 
came  straight  from  the  15th  8c  we  aJ  3  considered  that  he 
was  a  Ducky  boy.  But  when  I  read  it  in  the  paper  yesterday 
morning  you  could  have  knocked  me  over  for  I  v/as  half 
expecting  that  he  would  be  able  to  get  back  to  EngJ and  & 

I  would  see  him  over  here  8c  if  possible  get  him  to  pay  us 
another  visit  as  he  did  just  six  or  seven  weeks  ago.  It 
must  have  been  an  awful  shock  to  his  Mother  8c  Father  & 

I  really  hate  the  idea  of  dropping  them  a  line  until  I 
am  absolutely  sure  that  there  is  no  mistake  about  the  whole 
thing.  In  fact  I  mean  to  wait  for  a  few  days. 

How  my  time  is  up  for  Jimmie  Duncan  the  Postman 
is  nov/  fumbling  in  the  letter  box  gathering  the  outgoing 
mail . 

With  all  sorts  of  love  to  both  Mother  8c  Yourself. 

Good  bye  8c  God  Bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Geral a. 
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My  Dear  Mother 


Y/itley  Camp, 

Dec. 5th, J  9J  7 • 

We  have  had  a  most  strenuous  time  of  it 
since  I  wrote  home  last  week.  To  begin  with,  Thursday 
night  wa3  a  hear.  The  sergeants  had  their  St. Andrews 
Eve  dinner  and  I  never  had  a  bigger  meaJ  in  my  life,  it 
was  a  wonder.  Of  course  there  were  the  usual  number  of 
Scotch,  speeches  to  suit  the  occasion  &  buckets  full  of 
haggis  but  still  I  managed  to  enjoy  myself  neverth.ej  ess . 

The  merriment  was  unconfined  &  kept  going  untiJ  the  wee 
smd  hours,  to  be  about  exact  it  was  nearly  three  o'clock 
when  a  hal  t  was  called  Sc  we  came  home  to  bed.  But  believe 
me  for  real  fun  give  me  a  sergeants  party  any  time  in 
preference  to  an  officers.  The  next  night  being  St. Andrews 
night  we  Officers  had  a  blow  out  (more  haggis  &  Scotch  speeches) 
Sc  had  quite  a  number  of  celebrities  to  share  our  indigestion. 

Sir  John  Young  a  Veteran  of  many  Wars  was  present  &  made  the 
speech  of  the  evening.  Major  Porbes  of  the  15th  Sc  Colonel 

-S  \ 

Malone  in  the  guise  of  a  Major  of  the  48th  Highlanders  v/ere 
also  present  with  bells  on.  But  the  thing  that  pleased  us 
all  most  was  the  entrance  of  General  Hughes  who  arrived  just 
after  dinner  in  his  old  highland  uniform  viz  Gordon  tartan 
breeches  Glengarry  Sc  a  highland  Col  one!  s  tunic.  He  looked 
fine  &  as  our  Mess  President  suggested  that  before  coming 
out  he  must  have  observed  himself  in  the  mirror  with  a  great 
deal  of  satisfaction.  This  he  readily  admitted.  He  certainly 
proved  himself  a  great  mixer  Sc  was  one  of  the  boys  all  the  time. 
More  power  to  him.  Heedless  to  say  the  party  lasted  until 
after  four  o'clock  with  their  Scotch  Reels,  songs  &  the  Lord 
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on3y  Tmows  what  a3  3.  But  it  was  a  grand,  affair.  Jack 
A3exander  &  Bi3  3  Keburn  were  aJso  present  for  the  occasion 
&  enjoyed  themse3ves  immense3y.  As  they  returned  to  London 
the  nest  morning  I  got  J eave  to  go  with  them  for  the  week  end. 
Jack  however  had  to  go  hack  to  France  on  Sunday  morning  so  out¬ 
side  of  seeing  a  coup] e  of  shows  together  I  didnt  see  an  awful 
3ot  of  him.  About  the  first  person  I  ran  into  at  the  Savoy 
was  Jimmie  BJackey  who  3 ooked  just  the  same  oJ d  boy  as  ever  & 
as  hea3  thy  3ooking  as  ever.  I  was  awfu3Jy  glad  to  see  him  & 
after  Jack  3 eft  on  Sunday  morning  I  spent  practica3  3y  the  next 
two  days  knocking  about  with  him. 

I  ran  out  and  saw  Jessie  on  Sunday  night  &  had  Zurich 
with,  her  on  Monday.  Jessie  is  just  as  funny  as  ever  &  if  Mrs. 
Scott  is  worried  about  her  health  she  needn't  bother  for  sincer 
her  Devonshire  trip  she  is  a  second  Eva  Trow  in  size.  She  te33s 
me  that  she  was  run  down  before  her  ho3 iday  &  I  think  that  is  due 
to  her  hard  work  at  the  Air  Board  where  she  seems  to  be  working 
her  head  off.  She  is  crazy  about  her  work  &  seems  to  enjoy 
every  minute  of  it.  She  certain3y  is  a  happy  good  natured  gir3 . 

I  met  Forma  Saturday  evening  &  we  had  dinner  together 
&  went  to  a  show  afterwards  where  she  amused  a31  her  neighbors 
by  weepi ng  copious3y  at  a3  3  the  sad  parts.  Gee  it  was  a  p3easant 
sort  of  show.  It  reminded  me  of  the  oJd  Saturday  afternoon 
matinees  at  Sheas  Theatre  on  Yonge  St  when  Harry  Wi3  kins on  used 
to  take  U3  kids  &  we  wou3 d  be  kept  busy  picking  our  beJ ongings 
off  the  fjoor  every  few  minutes  to  Jet  the  Johnstown  EJood  pass. 
Of  course  I  cant  cJ aim  or  feej  at  a3 J  sure  that  Form  went  that 
far  but  be3 ieve  me  it  was  some  wet  in  our  vicinity.  I  near3y 
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had  to  Jend  her  my  shirt  to  stem  the  ebb. 

I  dare  say  you  have  a]  J  heard  at  home  that  Horn 
8c  Jessie  have  separated  because  they  had  a  bit  of  a  scrap 
which  between  us  didnt  amount  to  a  row  of  beans  &  is  certainJy 
nothing  to  worry  about  at  home.  Persona] Jy  I  think  they  have 
both  got  up  on  their  high  horses  towards  each  other  &  wont  come 
down.  Of  course  the  longer  they  stay  that  way  the  harder  it 
wi3 3  be  for  them  to  get  together  again,  but  you  can  bet  your 
3  if e  yours  truJy  is  not  f  oo3  enough  to  interfere  in  any  scrap 
where  a  coup] e  of  women  are  concerned.  However  they  both, 
seem  perfect] y  happy  8c  content  so  we’3J  3  et  it  rest  at  that. 

Tomorrow  is  to  be  a  gala  day  for  us.  One  of  our 
officers  Lieut .WaJtam  from  Kami] ton  is  marrying  a  South  African 
gir3  8c  as  v/e  are  a3  3  going  to  be  present  we  are  Jooking  forward 
to  it  with  a3 3  sorts  of  enthusiasm.  The  reception  is  going  to 
be  heid  in  our  mess  afterwards  ^  so  he] p  me  Bob  I  wou3dnt 
be  in  poor  v/a]  ties  shoes  for  a  who] e  Jot  of  money.  My  lord 
how  that  boy  is  suffering  tonight.  His  room  is  in  the  next 
hut  to  ours  8c  he  is  about  as  restJess  as  the  Po3  ar  Bear  at 
RiverdaJ e  Zoo.  We  have  just  asked  him  if  he  ever  tried  arsnic, 

8c  he  said  he  wi33  before  he  suffers  the  tortures  of  the  damned 
again.  But  I  do  pity  him.  Imagine  3 eading  any  girJ  up  to  the 
a3 tar  with  this  bunch,  of  grinning  yaps  Jooking  on  &  nudging 
each  other.  Oh  its  going  to  be  a  fine  day  for  us  8c  v/e  have 
been  Jooking  forward  to  it  for  a  Jong  time  but  i*m  sorry  for 
Y/aJ  tie.  S3 opement  for  me  if  necessary  and  nix  on  the  big  splash. 
I  certainJy  think  a  feJJow  earns  his  wedding  presents  about  ten 
times  over.  Why  v/e  are  going  to  have  the  thing  done  up  in  sty]  e 
8c  with  a]]  the  MiJ  itary  friDJs  even  incJuding  a  Hiring  party 
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of  about  5°  men.  1*3  3  3et  you  knov/  f  uJ  3  er  particulars  in 
my  next.  Its  "bound  to  "be  good. 

Today  I  received  Fathers  Jetter  of  Hov.4th  v/ith 
an  account  of  Gen  Mev/burns  meeting  which  be  &  Frank  attended 
&  a3so  yours  of  about  the  same  date  telling  of  the  visit  to 
the  Smiths  &  Mrs.Scotts  arrivaJ  at  86.  It  was  certainly  good 
to  hear  a3J  the  news  from  home  &  that  the  Smiths  &  Mrs. Scott 
are  just  the  same  as  ever.  I  guess  you  wiJ 3  a3 J  have  great 
times  now  for  a  whiJ e  together. 

ITow  I  must  get  to  bed  &  get  my  "beauty"  sJeep  for 
who  knows,  may  be  they  wi33  spring  some  bridesmaids  on  us 
tomorrow  &  I  cant  take  any  chances  especiaJJy  7/hen  so  may  good 
lookers  3  ike  AJ  &  Doc  &  a  fev/  others  are  around. 

With  best  j ove  to  both  yourseDf  &  Father  &  God 

B3ess  you 


Your  loving  Son, 
GeraD  d. 


Witley  Camp, 


Dec,  9th, 1917. 


Dear  Father , 

Since  writing  last  week  we  have  had  some  rather 
strenuous  sessions.  On  Thursday  we  married  Waltam  and  his 
bride  in  real  style  &  in  such  a  manner  I  dont  think  either 
of  them  will  forget  for  a  long  time.  It  was  a  howling 
success  however  from  start  to  finish. 

To  begin  with  we  all  dolled  up  in  our  glad  rags  & 
went  down  to  the  Church  at  Witley  Village  which  is  as  old 
fashioned  as  it  is  small  &  which  was  packed  to  its  capacity 
when  all  the  Officers  piled  in  followed  by  all  Walties  platoon 
&  the  bride's  relations  &  friends.  They  got  through  the 
Ceremony  without  a  hitch  although  the  groom  had  an  awful  time 
finding  his  voice  which  at  normal  times  resembles  a  fog  horn* 
Then  after  signing  the  Register  they  had  to  walk  under  the 
crossed  rifles  ftnbayonets  of  a  guard  of  honour  composed  of 
50  men.  After,  that  the  fun  started#  Everyone  made  a  wild 
rush  for  the  taxi  cabs  &  it  was  a  race  back  to  C&mp  as  hard 
as  we  could  travel.  We  managed  to  get  the  winning  car  &  beat 
the  bridal  couple  home  by  a  couple  of  blocks  &  so  formed  the 
reception  committee.  When  the  whole  gang  arrived  things  began 
to  liven  up  somewhat  thanks  to  Major  Murray  &  his  famous  "Punch" 
I  wished  the  job  of  dealing  out  the  Punch  unto  myself  &  saw  that 
everyone  got  his  proper  ration  &  believe  me  it  proved  a  mighty 
jovial  party.  Everyone  was  sorry  when  it  was  time  to  go  to  the 
station  &  break  up  the  party  but  a  few  of  us  got  to  the  train  & 
managed  to  see  them  safely  out  of  the  district.  We  came  back 
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to  the  Mess  for  dinner  &  it  was  the  funniest  meal  I  ever  saw. 
Everyone  was  singing  8c  kicking  up  the  darndest  row.  You  can 
imagine  Major  Allan  insisting  on  making  speeches  all  through 
the  meal  8c  no  one  listening.  Some  row. 

The  success  of  the  whole  party  was  undoubtedly  due 
to  that  Punch. 

Mrs.  Hodgson  was  at  the  wedding  hut  left  immediately 
afterwards  en  route  for  Canada  so  I  dare  say  Mother  will  have 
seen  her  at  Mrs.  Murray's  by  the  time  this  letter  reaches  you. 
She  can  give  you  a  better  account  of  the  wedding  than  I  can 
for  I  was  too  busily  engaged.  Mrs.  Irving  also  returned  with 
her. 

I  hope  you  and  Mother  have  received  the  little 
parcel  I  sent  you  for  Christmas  from  London.  The  scarf  was 
for  you  and  the  shirt  or  whatever  you  call  it  for  Mother. 

I  hope  you  will  both  like  them.  Jessie  was  the  leading  light 
at  picking  them  out  for  I  had  no  idea  what  to  get  so  she 
proposed  that.  So  blame  her. 

I  guess  it  will  be  almost  Christmas  by  the  time 
that  this  arrives  so  I  must  send  you  both  my  best  Christmas 
greetings.  I  do  hope  you  will  have  a  bright  merry  Christmas 
8c  for  the  Hew  Year  may  the  best  it  contains  be  yours  in  every 
way. 

With  very  best  love  to  you  both  8c  hoping  you  both 
are  enjoying  the  best  of  good  health. 

God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son. 

Gerald. 
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Witley  Camp, 


Surrey,  Dec.  16th, 1917* 


My  dear  Mother: 

I  am  writing  this  note  on  the  Mantle -piece  in  front 
of  a  roaring  grate  fire  in  my  room.  The  Mantle  may  seem  a 
funny  place  to  write  a  letter  hut  I  have  been  riding  a  horse 
since  last  Monday  so  if  I  don't  write  it  here  I  will  have  to 
lie  on  the  floor  on  my  stomach*  Last  Monday  morning  we  left 
Camp,  two  Officers  Bill  Tudhope  of  Orillia  &  myself  with  80 
men  for  Bignor  Park  on  the  South  Downs  near  the  South  Coast 
for  a  week's  training  in  Field  Sketching  &  Reconnaissance  work 
in  general.  Bignor  Park  in  on  a  Mrs*  Johnstone's  estate  about 
22  miles  from  Camp  &  here  we  hillited  our  men  in  the  barns 
while  we  took  our  quarters  in  the  old  Lodge*  Talk  about 
comfort  -  It  was  all  so  grand  that  we  hated  to  come  back  to 
Witley  yesterday.  The  greatest  asset  to  comfort  was  the  bed 
I  occupied  in  all  my  available  spare  time.  It  was  a  real  bed 
in  every  sense  of  the  word  &  believe  me  it  was  a  poor  night 
that  I  didht  tear  off  the  odd  ten  hours  sleep* 

The  litgle  Village  of  Fittleworth  was  only  a  couple 
of  miles  from  our  billets  so  we  managed  to  hop  on  bicycles 
nearly  every  night  and  go  to  the  Swan  Inn  for  dinner*  It  was 
a  beautiful  little  Inn  &  although  old  fashioned  as  the  dickens 
with  its  huge  oak  beams,  frowsy  old  tap  room  &  rickety  stairs 
&  floors  it  was  beautifully  fitted  up.  W< e  managed  to  get  a 
private  dining  room  &  then  the  eats  -  -  Oh  Lord.  Y/e  ate  all 
-we  could  hold  &  they  would  insist  on  us  having  more  until  we 
had  to  yell  for  help*  Then  after  our  meal  we  would  either 
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sit  around  the  fire  or  else  go  into  the  tap  room  where  the 
Village  old  timers  would  congregate.  There  were  two  old  boys 
there  that  were  nuts  on  cribbage  so  we  would  get  them  into  a 
game  &  it  would  tickle  them  to  death  when  they  trimmed  us  & 
we  had  to  set  up  the  beer  for  them.  They  were  a  couple  of  great 
old  characters  &  hated  to  see  us  go  Friday  because  we  had  been 
their  meal  tickets  for  the  past  few  days  &  when  we  departed  I 
guess  they  hated  to  see  their  beer  cut  down  to  normal  again. 

All  day  we  spent  in  working  over  the  South  Downs , 
a  wonderful  range  of  hills  from  three  to  four  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  country  and  covered  with 
gorse  and  scrub  through  which  paths  had  been  cut  which  ran 
all  over  the  place.  One  day  we  set  the  man  to  work  &  then 
we  wandered  off  on  our  horses  &  in  a  very  short  space  of  time 
we  were  completely  lost.  If  we  hadn't  been  able  to  read  a 
Map  &  know  something  about  a  Compass  we  would  have  been  wandering 
around  there  yet.  It  is  the  most  confusing  place  I  was  over  in 
in  my  life.  But  we  got  our  bearings  &  found  out  just  exactly 
where  we  were  on  the  Map  &  so  everything  was  easy  then.  But 
talk  about  rabbits,  phesants  &  partridge,  the  place  wfts  thick 
with  them.  The  men  caught  all  sorts  of  them  8a  took  them  back 
to  our  field  kitchens  for  supper  every  night.  Its  no  wonder 
they  liked  that  country.  I  only  hope  we  go  back  soon  again. 

Of  course  what  made  it  better  than  ever  was  the  fine  weather 
we  had,  just  exactly  like  the  end  of  September  at  home  without 
the  usual  rain. 

7/hen  I  got  back  to  Camp  yesterday  I  could  hardly  get 
into  my  room  for  newspapers,  parcels  8a  letters  from  home.  The 
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place  was  packed  with  them.  Letters  from  Father  dated  ITov.  10th, 
13th,  16th,  11th  &  17th,  some  ivith  clippings  enclosed,  &  yours 
of  the  17th  as  well. 

Thank  Father  for  me  for  his  letter  describing  the 
Service  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  on  ITov.  11th.  It  was  a  wonderful 
letter  &  much  more  interesting  and  complete  than  any  of  the 
newspaper  accounts.  It  must  have  been  a  wonderful  occasion  & 
though  very  painful  to  you  all  nevertheless  a  nice  little 
tribute  to  poor  old  Maurice's  memory.  I  would  have  liked  to 
have  been  present.  That  letter  is  one  I  intend  to  keep  &  is 
going  into  my  trunk  tonight. 

I  also  received  a  nice  letter  from  Frank  and  parcels 
from  you.  Aunt  Uellie,  Mib,  Mrs.  Harland  Smith,  University  Club, 

8c  even  one  from  my  old  batman  Bill  Adams.  There  were  besides 
a  number  of  clippings,  two  sets  of  weekly  papers  of  different 
dates,  about  27  Clobes  ,  a  Popular  Magazine  8c  a  Blue  Book.  How 
I  figure  that  is  some  mail  worth  getting. 

Your  jar  of  Peach  Jam  arrived  without  accident  8c  we 
had  some  ibf  it  for  tea  last  night  &  we  all  thought  it  was 
immense.  Your  sleeping  cap,  horse  puzzle,  socks  &  eats  were 
also  in  good  condition  &  greatly  appreciated.  I  have  eaten 
so  much  today  that  I  am  darn  near  sick  now.  It  is  awfully 
good  of  you.  I  also  want  to  thank  froth  £ou  and  Father  for 
that  fine  Christmas  Present,  the  £20  draft.  I  feel  so  rich 
now  that  I  almost  hate  to  be  seen  talking  to  the  other  fellows. 
Howver  I  am  taking  Father's  advice  8a  have  already  ordered  a 
new  tunic  8c  a  new  pair  of  slacks  so  you  can  imagine  I  will 
make  some  big  noise  in  a  week  or  so.  It  was  certainly  an 
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awfully  nice  gift  &  it  is  too  good  of  you.  You  certainly  do 
keep  me  well  supplied  with  everything  I  ever  want  &  I  do 
realize  what  a  lucky  boy  I  am. 

I  do  feel  awfully  sorry  for  the  Browns  &  I  did 
write  Helen  a  note  about  two  weeks  ago,  that  is  after  I  had 
made  quite  sure  of  Bud’s  death  bpt  you  know  how  hard  it  is  to 
say  anything  in  such  a  note  &  how  helpless  one  feels.  I  am 
just  telling  you  I  did  this  because  Father  mentioned  it  in 
one  of  his  letters. 

How  I  really  must  quit  for  I  have  to  write  a  few 
lines  to  all  these  other  people  who  have  been  so  kind  as  to 
send  me  Christmas  parcels  5b  if  I  dont  get  started  now  I'll 
never  finish  tonight. 

With  my  best  love  &  many  thanks  again  for  all  your 
presents  8c  loving  thoughtfulness  &  may  a  real  bright  Christmas 
&  Hew  Year  be  yours. 

God  B193S  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son. 

Gerald. 


Witley  Camp, 

Surrey , 

Dec.  23rd, 1917. 


Dear  Father, 

I  intended  to  make  this  a  very  newsy  letter  when 
the  feeling  came  over  me  to  sit  down  and  dash  off  these  few 
lines  but  to  tell  the  honest, there  is  hardly  anything  to  talk 
about. 

We  are  just  launching  into  this  festive  season  not 
wi  h  red  hot  excitement  for  the  weather  is  too  darn  cold  for 
that  (there  has  been  two  days  skating  on  the  ponds  around  Camp 
already  much  to  the  delight  of  the  Villagers)  but  in  that  state 
of  mind  of  expectancy  so  prevalent  where  turkey  &  plum  Pudding 
is  concerned.  We  are  not  having  a  big  gathering  or  anything 
like  that  for  most  of  the  boys  are  beating  it  out  to  break 
bread  at  the  various  manors  throughout  the  district  such  as 
those  run  by  such  celebrated  families  as  the  Countess  d'Asswallop^ 
ers  or  Lady  Slimbottom  &  other  notables. 

There  will  be  just  14  of  us  regulars  (i.e.  the  bunch 
that  find  the  mess  just  as  attractive  as  any  other  place)  & 
judging  from  advanced  reports  we  are  going  to  indulge  in  some 
bang  up  meal.  The  Mess  is  being  redecorated  to  suit  the 
occasion  &  Hurph  our  Mess  President  promises  us  a  nice  home¬ 
like  Christmas  dinner  without  guests  of  any  kind.  That  sure 
listens  good  to  me  for  a  bunch  of  strangers  generally  crabs 
any  little  family  party.  I  have  received  two  invitations  out 
for  dinner  but  when  I  consider  our  own  little  party  I  think 
I’ll  just  stay  where  I  am. 

The  men  of  course  are  all  preparing  for  a  good  time. 
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They  have  decorated  their  huts  with  Christmas  Bells,  Flags, 
Streamers,  Holly,  Mistletoe  &  Heaven  only  knows  what  all  until 
it  looks  more  like  fairy  land  than  the  old  dismal  dark  huts 
which  they  have  learned  to  know  so  well. 

My  Platoon  have  suddanly  taken  up  the  Boxing  craze 
&  from  what  I  can  gather  they  spend  their  evenings  slugging 
each  other  all  over  the  place.  Two  appeared  on  Church  Parade 
this  morning  with  Black  eyes  8c  another  with  a  cut  lip  so  there 
must  have  keen  some  fun  last  night.  Just  to  entourage  the 
good  work  I  have  Bought  them  a  decent  set  of  gloves  for  Christmas 
so  then  they  will  he  able  to  hammer  the  stuffings  out  of  each 
other  8c  will  incidentally  save  me  a  lot  of  trouble  of  having  to 
do  the  same  thing  to  some  of  them  myself  but  in  a  different  way. 

Major  Murray  has  had  his  stomach  on  a  special  training 
course  for  the  last  two  weeks  just  to  be  in  condition  for  that 
turkey  on  Tuesday  while  the  rest  of  us  have  fasted  more  or  less 
so  that  we  too  will  be  able  to  do  ourselves  justice. 

We  were  all  quite  pleased  to  hear  the  result  of  the 
elections  in  Canada  8c  especially  so  because  of  the  French  Canadians 
in  Quebec.  I  guess  they  will  have  to  wake  up  now  8c  get  into 
the  game  whether  they  like  it  or  not.  I  dont  know  how  the 
Soldier  votes  went  in  France  but  I  expect  quite  similar  to  the 
ones  in  this  Division  which  I  would  estimate  roughly  to  be 
about  85%  for  the  Government  so  most  likely  when  these  are 
counted  Borden  will  get  a  larger  majority  than  ever.  I  hope 
so. 

Since  last  week  two  more  of  your  parcels  have  arrived 
from  Michies  containing  tobacco,  candy,  crystallized  Grape 
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Fruit  (  a  new  one  on  me  but  nevertheless  mighty  good)  cake, 

coffee,  raisins,  stuffed  prunes,  biscuits,  chicklets,  maple 

sugar,  dates  &  I  think  that's  the  lot.  The  two  parcels  were 

posted  evidently  on  i!ov.  8th  &  15th  and  were  in  excellent 

condition.  I  really  dont  know  how  I  ever  will  get  outside 

of  all  this  for  it  is  bound  to  be  some  awful  hard  job  especially 

if  I  am  supposed  to  do  it  in  one  sitting.  If  General  Townsend 

had  had  these  supplies  he  would  never  have  had  to  surrender  Kut 

to  the  Turks.  However  I  know  now  I'll  be  able  to  weather  the 

Seige  of  Witley  in  great  comfort  for  some  time  to  come.  But  the 

best  thing  of  all  in  the  parcels  was  a  beautiful  pair  of  greenish 

socks  from  Mother  which  will  be  just  the  thing  to  wear  with  my 

slacks  and  low  shoes,  when  they  will  be  visible,  and  a  note  from 

her  telling  me  to  wear  them  on  Christmas  day.  Be  sure  &  tell  her 

that  I  most  certainly  will  wear  them  on  that  day  &  as  for  thinking 

of  her  that  is  the  surest  bet  in  the  world.  My  one  thought  on 

that  day  needless  to  say  will  be  of  you  both  at  home  &  of  the 

many  good  old  Christmas  Days  we  have  had  together  in  the  past, 

yes  even  of  the  days  when  you  both  with  your  loving  hands  used 

with 

to  fill  our  stockings/ soap  &  chunks  of  coal  &  God  knows  what  else 
until  those  stockings  (they  used  to  always  be  Mother's  &  believe 
me  some  size  too,  a  Mrs.  Madden  Mark  II)  would  fairly  bulge  & 
strain.  And  I'll  also  look  forward  on  that  day  to  the  future  & 
the  next  Christmas  when  I  hope  to  be  with  you  both  again.  Tell 
Mother  not  to  worry  for  I  certainly  will  be  thinking  of  her  all 
day. 

How  I  must  get  to  bed  or  else  when  MacGregor  wakes 
me  up  in  th  e  morning  he'll  find  me  sitting  here  still  writing 


c 
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le tters 


the  Hew 


&  then  he'll  be  sore. 

With  my  very  best  love  to  Mother  &  yourself  &  may 
Year  bring  you  both  joy  &  happiness,  health  &  prosperity. 
Good  night  &  God  Bless  you. 

Your  ever  loving  Son, 

"Gerald" 


My  dear  Mother 


hit  3  ey  Camp,  Surrey, 
Dec. 3 Oth,  3  93  7 


Today  for  the  first  time  in  near3y  three 
weeks  we  have  had  the  p3easure  of  receiving  a  Canadian 
Mai3  &  your  joint  Jetter  of  Dec  2nd  was  most  we3come. 

Your  description  of  the  batt3 e  roya3  at  the 
Womans  Lihera]  C3ub  was  the  host  ever  &  we  a3  3  had  a  great 
3  augh  about  it  when  I  made  the  news  pub 3  i c .  It  was  good 
work  &  1*3  3  hack  you  to  the  3ast  pants  button  when  it  comes 
to  a  scrap.  I  wou3  d  3  ike  to  have  seen  the  fun  -  from  a. 
distance  but  not  from  the  inside.  ITo  thanks. 

Y/e3  3  the  e3ections  are  done  2a  over  with  now 
2a  as  the  thing  has  turned  out  0  K  it  makes  great  reading 
in  the  Toronto  Papers  2a  3 etters  from  home  written  prior 
to  the  contest  to  see  the  way  everyone  s3ams  everyone  e3 se 
a33  over  the  Map. 

I  hear  that  there  are  a33  sorts  of  rumours 
going  around  Toronto  about  the  Division  in  genera3  and 
our  batta3ion  in  particu3ar  in  so  far  as  everything  is 
smashed  2a  the  officers  scattered  over  the  face  of  the 
earth.  \7e3  3  3  ike  a3  3  the  others  it  is  on3y  another 
rumour  2a  the  Division  2c  the  Batta3ion  remains  intact  just 
the  same.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we  did  3 ose  a  few  officers 
over  a  month  ago  to  the  Reserve  but  at  the  time  I  to3d  you 
that  that  was  because  our  estab3 ishment  of  officers  had 
been  cut  down  somewhat.  Outside  of  these  fe3  3ows  2a  two 

that  got  away  to  the  R.P.C.  we  have  the  same  oJ d  crowd 
practica3  3$  intact.  ITor  since  the  draft  of  3ast  May 
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have  we  Dost  any  of  our  men.  Of  course  we  have  our  daily 
rumour  over  here  every  morning  for  breakfast  hut  beyond 
that  there  is  no  news  of  us  changing  our  residence  and 
not  DiabDe  to  he  for  a  couple  of  months  at  the  very  Deast. 
How  that  that  question  is  settled  we  will  continue. 

Our  smaDD  seDect  Christmas  dinner  was  a  great 


success  &  we  had  more  to  eat  &  more  fun  than  a  picnic. 

After  a  mighty  jovial  meaD  we  a]  D  went  calling  at  the 
other  messes  &  wishing  them  Merry  Xmas  etc.  The  208th 
were  the  Dast  in  the  Dine  which  is  just  as  weJ D  because 
once  T/e  got  in  there  we  couDd  not  get  out  untiD  well 
on  into  the  next  morning.  It  certainDy  was  a  great  night. 

The  next  day  thank-  heavens  v/as  a  hoD  iday  so  none  of  us 
hatted  an  eyelash  untiD  noon  . 

The  rest  of  the  weal:  has  proved  to  he  quite 
uneventfuD  hut  things  look  brighter  for  the  morrow.  The 
Sergeants  are  giving  a  Hew  Years  Eve  dance  down  at  Guil d- 
ford  so  a  number  of  us  are  going  to  he  present  with  beD D s 
on.  They  have  aD D  sorts  of  phonny  dances  scheduled  for 
which  I  am  gDad  as  there  is  DiabDe  to  he  much  more  fun 
than  if  they  stuck  to  the  recognized  regular  dances. 

Then  on  Hew  Years  Day  I  am  going  to  run  up  to 
town  &  have  my  dinner  with  Jessie  who  has  written  me  &  told 
me  to  he  sure  &  he  on  the  job  as  she  has  a  turkey  aD J  waiting 
for  me.  Unf ortunateD y  I  will  have  to  come  hack  the  same 
night  so  we  wont  be  able  to  go  to  any  show.  But  then  a  little 
leave  is  better  than  nothing. 


you  are 


\7ith  all  sorts  of  Dove  to  both  you  & 


th  in  the  best  of  health 
Your  D  oving  Son 


Good  night 
GeraD  d. 


Bather  &  hoping 
oc  God  bless  you. 
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V.r itley  Camp, 


Jan* 2nd  1918. 

My  dear  father, 

Another  Canadian  Mail  arrived  today  &  I 
as  usual]  hauled  down  a  mighty  good  share.  Two  betters 
from  you  dated  pec  3^d  &  6th  enclosing  clippings  were 
most  welcome.  The  clippings  were  very  eagerly  sought 
after  by  the  hoys  on  account  of  the  election  tallc  etc 
&  the  disposal  of  the  exemption  cases  before  the  Tribunal . 
It  is  remarhabl e  how  interested  everyone  is  to  read  over 
the  names  of "exemptions  refused".  The  case  of  that  certain 
young  Officer  of  the  48th  who  proves  to  he  indispensable 
at  the  Bond  business  caused  an  awful  lot  of  comment  & 
amusement  because  we  all  hnow  him  pretty  well  &  we  are 


mighty  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  good  at  the 
I  always  thought  dancing  &  eating  tea  were 
accompl ishmants . 


Bond  business, 
his  only 


The  interview  you  gave  to  the  newspapers 
on  behalf  of  the  Unionist  Party  was  a  dandy  &  just  hit 
the  bulls eye.  Major  Murray  said  when  I  showed  it  to  him 
that  it  was  the  best  thing  in  that  J ine that  he  had  ever 
read.  if  a  few  more  people  would  only  talh  1 iKe  that  we 
would  all  be  a  whole  lot  better  off. 

The  results  of  the  Victory  Loan  are  perused 
with-  great  interest  as  it  is  noticed  as  usual  good  old  Ontario 
is  awa y  above  everything  else  in  sight. 

You  mentioned  old  Joe  in  your  letter  &  also 
sent  a  clipping  of  bis  letter  to  Sir  Thomas  Church,  it  is 
most  amusing  to  us  who  happen  to  lenow  the  ins  &  outs  of  all 


these  things  to  see  how  they  can  he  turned  inside  out  Sc 
give  an  al together  different  impression  at  home*  At  the 
time  of  the  Lord  Mayors  bl  ow  out  it  happened  to  he  our 
Brigades  turn  to  put  on  a  little  dog  so  the  four  battalions 
flipped  the  coin  to  see  which  would  get  the  trip  to  town 
oc  see  the  show.  The  Irish  won  the  toss  A  thats  a 33  there 
is  to  it.  They  no  douht  turned  out  a  pretty  snappy  little 
party  hut  when  Jo.e  talks  about  the  honour  etc, he  3  istons 
3 ike  a  fish. 

Joe  has  been  doing  e3eetion  work  in  Prance  &  just 
returned  yesterday.  ¥e  had  a  Brigade  Route  march  this 
morning  &  bringing  up  the  rea,r  of  his  batta3  ion  rode  o3d 
Joe.  I  tdd  him  afterwards  how  we 3 j  he  looked  on  parade 
&  he  said  ‘'Yes  &  my  God  if  they  only  turned  the  battalions 
about  I  would  be  the  Colonel".  He  is  certainly  always  good 
for  a  laugh. 

I  went  up  to  town  yesterday  to  have  Hew  Years  dinner 
with  Jessie  but  when  I  drove  up  to  her  house  I  discovered  that 
she  was  at  work  also  that  Jan  1st  is  no  holiday  over  here 
as  it  is  at  home.  As  I  had  to  leave  town  early  in  the 
evening  I  didnt  see  her  at  all.  However  I  bumped  into  King 
Eager  again  who  is  looking  as  well  as  ever  &  just  as  humorous 
too.  I-Ie  told  me  to  send  you  Sc  Mother  his  very  best  regards 
Sc  has  hopes  of  seeing  you  in  the  near  future  as  I  think  he 
said  he  is  going  to  get  a  staff  job  inCanada.  At  present 
he  is  second  in  command  of  a  reserve  battalion  at  Sand! ing. 

He  is  a  great  card. 
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Today  I  also  received  a  parcel  from  Mother  of 
cookies  &  socks  &  I  quite  plainly  see  I  wont  have  to  get 
up  for  breakfast  for  the  next  two  ?/eeks.  The  socks  too 
are  the  best  ever. 


Bill  Burns  picture  of  the  Sergeants  Ball  is  now 
hanging  up  in  the  Mess  &  has  caused  a  great  number  of 


1  augh/s . 

I  also  received  a  Sleeping  Gap  &  a  fine  box 
of  candies  from  Mrs .Ell  is.  I  saw  Langdon  in  London 
yesterday  &  he  looks  fine.  He  is  getting  Canadian 
leave  but  is  coming  up  to  WitJey  before  he  goes. 

With  best  Jove  to  Mother  &  yourself. 

C-ood  night  &  God  bless  you. 

Your  J  oving  Son, 


Gera! d. 


.,V  r. fw.  .  f  r 
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Witley  Camp 


Jan,  6th,  1918. 


Dear  Mother 

As  Shakespere  says  ’’The  Mail  has  went  nuts  lately” 
for  not  a  word  did  any  of  us  hear  from  home  for  the  last 
three  weeks  until  the  day  before  yesterday  when  the  record 

mail  to  date  arrived.  It  certainly  was  a  whopper  &  I  think 

* 

everyone  in  Camp  got  at  least  about  ten  letters  each.  The 
following  I  received  from  you  and  Father. 

Hov.  19th,  23rd,  25th,  26th  &  29,  Dec.  3rd,  6th,  9th  &  13th. 

I  also  received  a  letter  from  Col.  Donald  enclosing  me  a  nice 
pair  of  48th  socks,  one  from  A.  T.  Reid  together  with  a 
beautiful  necktie,  a  letter  from  Jimmie  Ryrie  &  one  from 
Uncle  Jim  enclosing  a  draft  for  £5.  It  was  mighty  good  of 
him  to  remember  me  like  that  at  Christmas,  Besides  all  these 
letters  I  received  numerous  sets  of  clippings  containing  all 
sorts  of  good  pre-election  dope  which  makes  good  reading  now. 
Also  three  sets  of  weekly  papers,  a  couple  of  Magazines  & 
circulars  from  Zetland  Lodge.  So  you  see  I  have  been  a  regular 
busy  bee  these  last  two  days  reading  my  mail.  I  guess  the 
Halifax  disaster  as  well  as  the  usual  routine  delayed  them 
longer  than  usual.  But  it  was  well  worth  waiting  for  when  it 
did  finally  arrive. 

Well  the  Christmas  &  Hew  Year’s  festivities  have 
slipped  past  once  more  &  I  think  everyone  is  quite  glad  that 
it  is  all  over  for  we  all  ate  ourselves  pretty  nearly  sick  as 
usual  &  I  think  it  will  take  about  two  months  hard  work  to  get 
back  into  condition  again.  I  was  glad  to  hear  that  you  & 
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Father  took  a  little  flyer  to  Atlantic  City  for  a  couple  of 
we  els s  which  I  am  sure  will  do  you  both  a  lot  of  good  &  where 
you  will  be  able  to  have  a  good  rest. 

I  was  quite  surprised  to  hear  of  'the  20  below  Zero 
weather  you  were  getting  at  home.  It  has  teen  pretty  cold 
here  too  but  the  thermometer  never  registers  any  where  near 
Zero  at  any  time.  When  its  10  below  freezing  we  consider  it 
a  darn  cold  day  &  in  fact  feel  far  colder  than  10  below  Zero 
at  home.  Today  however  is  just  the  reverse.  It  is  as  warm 
as  Spring  &  raining  to  beat  the  band.  We  have  had  only  one 
day’s  snow  to  date  &  naturally  that'  didn’t  stay  with  us  very 
long.  It7  is  the  quick  changes  in  weather  that  gats  your  goat 
in  this  country  8c  the  lack  of  furnaces  in  the  houses,  otherwise 
you  wouldn't  know  there  was  a  winter  on. 

In  your  letter  of  Nov.  25th  you  asked  me  if  I  knew 
anything  about  the  falling  out  of  Norma  &  Jessie.  I  do.  As 
near  as  I  can  figure  they  both  made  a  row  over  a  small  thing 
like  Norma’s  Norwegian  friend  who  in  my  opinion  was  a  poor 
piece  of  cheese  &  not  worth  scrapping  over.  Personally  &  on 
the  quiet  I  think  they  both  should  go  on  hd>me  but  of  course 
that  is  none  of  my  business.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Norma 
made  a  bit  of  an  ass  of  herself  over  the  fellow  but  what  is 
the  use  in  talking  about  that  now  for  its  a  washout. 

The  latest  news  about  Norma  is  that  she  is  now 
engaged  to  Jim  Gairdner  a  Major  in  the  208th  Irish.  He  is 
a  Toronto  boy  about  25  or  26  &  used  to  work  in  ?/ood  Gundy's 
office.  I  have  only  known  him  since  they  came  to  the  Camp 
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last  June  but  he  nevertheless  seems  to  be  a  mighty  decent 
fellow#  I  saw  him  yesterday  &  offered  my  congratulations 
which  he  accepted  so  I  guess  the  party  is  on  all  right. 

I  am  writing  llorma  tonight. 

Speaking  about  the  208th.  Today  we  got  the  shock 
of  our  lives  for  we  hear  that  they  are  to  be  broken  up  & 
their  place  in  the  Brigade  to  be  filled  by  the  newly  arrived 
Maclean  Highlanders.  It  is  a  darn  shame  too  because  they 
are  certainly  rounding  into  one  of  the  very  best  battalions 
in  the  Division  &  are  certainly  the  most  hospitable  &  friendly 
bunch  of  officers  I  have  ever  met.  It  is  pretty  tough  too  on 
Col.  Malone  because  he  has  worked  mighty  hard  with  them#  How 
the. dickens  it  all  came  about  I  don't  know. 

Outside  of  that  there  is  no  news  whatever  from  the 

Division. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  happy  two  weeks  at  Atlantic 
City  &  with  best  love.  God  Bless  both  you  &  Father. 

Your  loving  Son, 

Gerald. 

We  didn't  get  to  the  Sergeants  dance  New  Year's  Eve.  We  heard 
afterwards  that  it  was  a  dead  affair  anyway. 


Wit ley  Camp, 


Surrey,  Jan.l4th, 1918. 


Dear  Pa the r, 

Your  letters  of  Dec  22nd  from  Toronto  &  25th  from 
Atlantic  City  arrived  safely  yesterday  &  I  think  creates  a 
record  for  speedy  delivery  as  generally  it  takes  any  where  from 
four  to  five  weeks  as  a  rule, 

I  was  glad  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Atlantic 
City  0 c  that  you  both  stood  the  journey  in  first  class  shape*  I 
hope  the  weather  is  halfway  decent  anyway  so  that  you  will  have 
a  real  good  holiday. 

The  weather  here  has  keen  what  you  might  call  change¬ 


able  for  yesterday  was  a  perfect  October  day  at  home, cl  ear  & 
bright  &  the  air  with  just  the  proper  amount  of  kick  to  it  but 
when  I  woke  up  this  morning  the  scene  had  certainly  changed  from 
October  to  February  for  about  3W  of  snow  had  fallen  Sc  it  was 
as  cold  as  the  dickens  outside* 

Bill  Tudhope  &  myself  put  in  quite  a  week  end 
for  on  Saturday  morning  we  were  suddenly  detailed  to  proceed 
with  80  men  to  Mytchett  Ranges  to  fire  one  practice  &  return 
to  Camp  on  Sunday.  Needless  to  say  Saturday  afternoon  Sc  Sunday 
were  not  exactly  days  of  rest  for  us.  We  walked  about  30  miles 
to  fire  a  practice  which  just  lasted  15  minutes.  However  this 
morning  we  made  up  for  it  by  not  getting  out  of  bed  until  noon 
so  that  made  up  for  everything. 

Things  are  certainly  stirring  around  the  division 
these  days.  There  are  all  sorts  of  wild  &  feverish  rumours  floating 
around  but  as  yet  there  has  been  very  little  action.  The  208th 
as  I  told  you  before  has  been  broken  up  &  all  the  officers  Sc  men 


have  left  the  Camp  except  Col  Malone  who 


is  now  on  the  Divisional 
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Staff.  Joe  Thompson  et  a 1  have  departed  for  the  reserves 
at  Sandling. 

The  3 60th  Bn  from  Bruce  &  the  104th  from  P.E. Island 
are  to  he  turned  into  Pioneer  Battalions  &  rumour  has  it  that 
three  more  hattal  ions  from  the  division  are  to  he  smashed* 

So  it  look3  as  if  our  organization  as  the  Jtfc  Division  is  shot 
full  of  holes. 

However  in  a  week  or  so  we  ought  to  have  fuller  particulars 
&  we  will  then  know  what  really  is  in  the  wind* 

Ho  matter  what  happens  I  feel  fairly  sure  that  we  will 
he  kept  intact  along  with  5  other  battalions  for  the  dope  has  it 
that  a  reorganization  of  the  Canadian  Army  is  at  hand  &  the 
chances  are  that  it  is  right* 

How  I  guess  that  is  about  all  for  the  present.  Horm 
I  understand  is  going  to  he  married  on  Jan  3°«h  hut  I  havent  heard 
for  sure  yet*  But  when  the  event  is  pulled  off  you  can  het  your 
life  I* 31  he  amongst  those  also  present. 

With  hest  love  &  may  you  hoth  have  a  pleasant  holiday* 

God  hless  you  hoth. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gerald. 
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Witley  Camp, 


Surrey, Jan.  16thipl918. 


Dear  Mother, 

As  I  have  to  stick  around  the  Orderly  Room  for  the 
next  couple  of  hours  to  see  that  all  the  lights  are  put  out 
at  the  proper  time  &  get  the  men  safely  tucked  in  bed  I  thought 
I  would  dash  off  these  few  odd  lines  &  let  you  know  that  Witley 
Camp  is  still  on  the  Map  8c  going  about  as  strong  as  ever  & 
nothing  more  doing  than  usual. 

I  have  been  receiving  all  sorts  of  parcels  from  you 
&  Father  lately.  The  other  night  three  parcels  arrived  from 
Michies,  all  in  good  condition  &  containing  all  sorts  of  good 
things  to  eat.  If  I  ever  attempt  to  gobble  up  all  that  in  less 
than  two  weeks  time  I  know  I’ll  be  a  sick  woman.  Another  parcel 
arrived  containing  underwear,  socks,  ties  &  woolen  gloves. 
Everything  was  fine.  The  underwear  fits  like  the  paper  on  the 
wall  8c  the  gloves  are  just  excatly  the  things  I  need  the  most. 

It  is  darn  cold  on  the  hands  in  this  rotten  English  weather  8c 
in  fact  much  colder  there  than  on  the  knees  for  we  are  still 
wearing  kilts  8c  will  evidently  stick  to  them  all  winter.-  Many 
thanks  for  the  gloves  for  they  are  the  best  things  I  have  seen 
around  here  yet  &  best  of  all  they  are  quite  warm.  The  other 
parcels  contained  socks,  cookies,  tobacco,  Laura  Secords,  apples 
8c  a  lot  of  other  things  to  eat  which  I  can’t  name  but  just  the 
same  touch  the  right  spot. 

Joe  Thompson,  who  is  still  around  Camp  straightening 
out  details  has  moved  his  bed  into  my  room  8c  is  staying  with 
me  until  the  day  after  tomorrow  when  he  reports  in  London  & 
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from  there  he  says  he  is  going  to  heat  it  to  Toronto,  helped 
to  get  outside  of  quite  a  lot  of  those  eats  last  night  &  seemed 
to  enjoy  himself  doing  it  too.  He  is  certainly  a  funny  old  card 
&  if  you  could  have  seen  us  sitting  around  the  fire  &  eating  & 
hearing  him  discourse  on  the  subject  of  matrimony.  It  was  a 
scream.  He  started  off  by  talking  about  Norma  &  Jim  Gardner 
8c  it  was  long  after  midnight  when  he  finished.  I  haven't  laughed 
so  much  for  a  long  tim®.  Joe  says  he  will  meet  me  at  the  wedding 
&  continue  the  subject  then.  I  hope  not  for  if  he  does  I'll 
have  to  laugh  &  that  will  spoil  the  whole  show. 

I  expect  to  be  at  that  wedding  with  bells  on  for  next 
week  I  am  to  go  to  Chelsea  Barracks  for  a  three  weeks  course  & 
learn  how  to  drill  a  squad  of  men  in  the  Guards  fashion.  As 
Chelsea  is  right  in  London  I  can  plainly  see  where  I'll  have  a 
pretty  fair  time.  I  hope  then  to  see  a  good  deal  of  Jessie  & 

I  trust  we  will  stage  a  few  good  parties  together. 

There  is  absolutely  nothing  new  around  these  parts 
so  I'll  stop  for  lack  of  news.  Many  thanks  again  for  all  your 
parcels  &  I  hope  you  are  both  feeling  in  the  pink  after  Atlantic 
City. 

Good  Night  &  God  Bless  you  both, 

Your  loving  Son, 

Gerald. 


25  Jan  18  on  Envelope  10.15  P.M. 


Royal  Court  Hotel, 

Sloane  Square, 

London* 

My  dear  Father. 

In  one  of  my  former  letters  I  warned  you  that  I 
expected  to  go  to  Chelsea  Barracks  for  a  three  weeks  Brill 
Course.  Well  here  I  am  at  last,  and  believe  me  it  is  a  real 
course  too*  I  thought  that  after  two  years  experience  I  knew 
a  little  something  about  drill  but  now  after  three  days  of 
Chelsea  I  am  beginning  to  learn  that  I  knew  very  little  about 
the  subject.  As  you  know  Chelsea  Barracks  is  the  home  of  the 
Grenadier  Guards  and  as  we  are  standing  easy  between  spasms  of 
being  chased  over  the  barrack  square  at  about  160  to  the  minute 
I  get  a  chance  to  look  over  some  really  well  drilled  men.  Every 
man  is  sure  on  his  job  &  the  snap  they  exhibit  &  the  way  they  all 
work  together  is  really  a  treat.  The  barrack  square  is  a  wonderful. 

It  must  be  at  least  300  x  150  yards  in  siae  and  as  smooth  as  a 
billiard  table.  The  part  where  the  Guards  parade  is  made  of  asphalt 
&  the  way  they  can  click  their  heels  together  on  that  stuff  sounds 
great.  The  School  of  Instruction  works  out  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  square  so  you  see  we  get  every  chance  of  seeing  them  at  work. 
Those  Guards  when  it  comes  to  drilling  can  give  any  battalion  I 
ever  saw  cards  8c  spades  &  then  beat  them  easily.  They  mount  guards 
every  morning  about  ten  o’clock  amongst  which  is  the  Buckingham 

Palace  Guard  &  to  watch  them  it  reminds  me  of  our  own  battalion - it' 

so  different.  Their  Subalterns  amuse  me.  Honestly  they  have  a  bunch 
here  that  range  from  16  -  18  years  of  age  &  it  would  take  three  of 
them  to  equal  the  size  of  any  one  of  their  men.  But  every  one  of 
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them  know  their  drill  believe  me  -  of  course  they  put  on  all 
sorts  of  swauk,  carry  swords  &  all  the  rest  of  it  but  that's 
all  right  because  they  can  get  away  with  it  &  in  this  game  any¬ 
thing  goes  provided  you  do  get  away  with  it. 

Our  School  is  commanded  by  a  Major  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards  &  on  his  staff  are  representatives  from  the  Scots, 

Golds tr earns,  &  Welsh  Guards.  These  Officers  don't  have  an 
awful  lot  to  do  with  us  except  deliver  the  odd  lecture  now  and 
then  but  they  do  turn  their  hired  help  in  the  shape  of  Drill 
Sergeants  loose  on  us  &  believe  me  they  are  giving  us  the 
grandest  little  party  I  was  ever  at.  The  Sergeants  all  come 
from  one  or  another  of  the  Guards  Regiments  &  are  more  like  the 
story  book  sergeants  than  you  can  imagine.  But  they  sure  know 
that  Drill  Book  forwards,  backwards,  across  and  back  again  and 
they  also  see  that  we  jump  when  they  bark  at  us.  It  is  easily 
the  finest  course  I  was  ever  on  &  I  wouldn't  have  missed  it  for 
anything.  A  lot  of  our  boys  have  taken  this  course  and  for  all 
their  talk  the  thing  never  appealed  to  me  till  I  got  into  it 
myself.  It's  hot  work  chasing  up  and  clown  but  when  we  do  it  correct¬ 
ly  we  have  a  great  feeling  of  satisfaction. 

I  found  this  Hotel  very  convenient  for  it  is  within  5 
minutes  walk  of  the  barracks  &  there  is  an  under-ground  station 
just  across  the  street  so  I  can  be  in  Piccadilly  Circus  in  15 
minutes  &  therefore  quite  handy  to  all  the  hhows. 

I  saw  Jessie  Scott  last  night  &  I  expect  to  go  up  for 
dinner  there  tomorrow.  I  think  we  will  have  to  take  in  a  few 
shows  before  I  go  back  to  Witley. 
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Uorma  Smith  is  to  he  married  on  Wednesday  afternoon  & 
seems  to  he  quite  anxious  for  me  to  he  an  Usher.  I  don’t  know 
much  about  Ushing  hut  -  -  -  -  I'll  take  a  chance  if  I  can  get 
off  parade  that  afternoon.  It  ought  to  he  some  wedding  all 
right. 

I  received  your  letter  of  29th  Dec.  today  from  Atlantic 
City  &  was  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  both  having  a  nice  &  restful 
time.  It  will  certainly  do  you  both  the  world  of  good  I  know 
even  though  the  weather  was  hovering  around  the  Zero  mark. 

I  hear  the  dinner  hell  ringing  now  &  since  this  is  a 
meatless  day  I'll  have  to  heat  it  or  some  one  will  pinch  all 
the  bread. 

Hoping  you  and  Mother  are  both  enjoying  the  best  of 
health  after  your  Seaside  trip. 

With  best  love. 

God  Bless  you  both, 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gerald 


Royal  Court  Hotel, 

Sloane  Square, 
London. 


Jan.  31st,  1918, 


My  Dear  Mother, 

This  has  "been  rather  a  strenuous  past  week  for  I 
have  keen  on  the  jump  all  the  time  thanks  to  our  Sergeant 
Instructor  &  numerous  other  people  who  consider  that  the  day 
time  was  just  meant  for  work  alone  &  even  hate  to  relinquish 
their  hold  on  us  at  meal  times  for  they  consider  that  as  so 
much  time  lost*  But  as  I  m  anage  to  snatch  the  few  odd  hours 
sleep  Between  days  I  am  still  going  strong  &  figure  that  by  the 
end  of  next  week  when  the  course  is  over  I'll  be  able  to  teach 
even  the  Guards  a  few  tricks  at  their  own  game*  But  the  drill 
is  all  right  &  I  am  liking  it  fine*  So  much  for  that* 

On  Thursday  night  I  think  it  was  I  finally  after 
three  attempts  found  Jessie  at  home  &  although  it  was  only  half 
past  nine  when  I  arrived  there  she  had  gone  to  bed  so  naturally 
I  made  her  get  up  and  come  down  and  talk  to  me.  We  talked  there 
for  an  hour  or  so  &  then  I  beat  it  but  went  up  again  on  Saturday 
for  dinner.  We  had  a  bang  up  meal  &  spent  a  mighty  enjoyable 
evening  together*  When  I  arrived  back  at  my  Hotel  I  found  a 
message  that  Major  Murray  had  rung  me  up  &  that  he  was  staying 
the  night  at  the  British  Empire  Club  in  St.  James  Square  so 
bright  and  early  on  Sunday  morning  I  breezed  into  the  Club  & 
found  him  just  dressing.  Murph  was  with  him  so  I  just  naturally 
spent  the  rest  of  the  day  with  them  at  different  Clubs  &  walking 
in  Hyde  Park.  After  I  saw  them  safely  bound  for  Witley  early  in 
the  evening  I  blew  myself  to  the  Movies  before  coming  back  to  the 
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On  Monday  night  I  started  out  for  Putney  to  get  the  latest 
dope  from  Uorma  about  the  wedding  &  believe  me  a  fine  time  I  had. 
Just  as  I  started  out  an  air  raid  started  &  it  took  hours  for  me 
to  reach  Putney  Bridge  by  the  Underground  &  once  there  I  had  to 
walk  about  two  miles  to  her  place  as  all  traffic  had  come  to  a 
standstill.  That  was  the  first  raid  I  had  ever  been  in  &  it  sure 
was  a  wonderful  sight.  The  poor  old  Hun  found  a  hot  reception 
for  him  near  London  &  he  didn’t  get  very  far.  Although  it  was 
a  wonderful  moonlight  night  we  could  see  nothing  except  the  shells 
from  our  own  guns  bursting  in  the  sky  &  coupled  with  that  the  row 
they  made  was  all  pretty  facinating.  But  I  have  seen  better  shows 
at  the  Exhibition  many  a  time.  Well  I  finally  got  out  to  my 
destination  but  just  as  I  started  for  home  again  another  raid 
started  up  so  I  stayed  with  Jim  Gardiner  at  Perkins  Bull's  & 
taxied  back  to  the  Hotel  in  the  morning. 

Tuesday  evening  Geoff  Heyworth  &  Brad  Snow  blew  into  town 
so  we  all  "Mealed”  at  Simpsons  &  went  to  a  show  later  &  finished 
the  night  by  blowing  into  the  Savoy  &  having  a  little  bite  before 
re  tiring. 

Wednesday  however  was  the  big  day. I  got  excused  from 
afternoon  parade  at  the  barracks  &  donned  my  glad  rags  &  strapped 
a  trusty, (I  mean  rusty)  Claymore  to  my  port  side  &  jumped  into  a 
taxi  &  made  for  Putney  where  the  big  three  ring  Gardner-Smith 
Circus  was  to  take  place.  I'll  not  forget  that  taxi  drive  for  a 
long  time.  All  Wednesday  morning  it  had  been  pretty  misty  but  it 
got  worse  and  worse  &  before  I  had  gotten  very  far  a  fog  had 
settled  down  on  us  which  was  some  fog.  Honestly  it  was  so  thick 


that  without  the  slightest  exaggeration  I  couldn't  see  more  than 
five  yards  ahead  of  me.  Of  course  the  taxi  had  to  crawl  along  & 
like  every  other  vehicle  on  the  street  stuck  right  close  to  the  curb 
leaving  the  centre  of  the  street  deserted.  It  was  fierce.  We  lost 
our  way  four  times  &  had  to  seek  information  from  friendly  inhabitants 
8c  to  cap  it  all  we  ran  smack  into  the  tail  end  of  a  motor  bus  which 
was  standing  still  right  in  our  way.  Thank  the  Lord  we  were  not  going 
very  fast  but  it  was  fast  enough  to  make  me  sit  on  the  floor  with  a 
bang.  Then  a  funny  thing  happened;  we  started  up  Putney  Hill  &  the 
fog  got  thinner  &  thinner  until  at  the  top  there  wasn't  a  sign  of  fog 
&  the  sun  was  shining  to  beat  the  band  but  on  looking  back  the  fog  was 
as  thick  as  ever  in  the  Valley. 

I  beat  it  straight  to  the  Church  then  &  arrived  just  fifteen 
minutes  before  the  Umpire  was  scheduled  to  shout  "Play  Ball".  It  took 

me  an  hour  and  a  half  to  taxi  five  miles.  That's  going  some.  There 

was  cuite  a  gang  there  ahead  of  me  so  I  imeediately  got  busy  to  make 
up  for  lost  time.  Say  it  was  a  treat  to  see  me  showing  the  people  to 
their  seats.  I  towed  one  old  dame  down  the  corridor  with  all  the  ease 

8c  grace  of  a  Pro.  but  spilled  the  beans  by  tripping  over  my  blooming 

sword  just  as  I  had  showed  her  her  stall  and  told  her  to  put  it  on  the 
bench.  However  I  managed  to  get  away  with  it  all  fairly  well  8c  didn't 
pull  many  bones.  Joe  Thompson  was  one  of  the  other  Ushers  but  he  fell 
down  terribly  he  just  went  the  distance  once  &  then  beat  it  our  the 
back  door  &  had  a  smoke.  At  half  past  two  right  on  the  dot  the  Gfcoom 
swaeting  profusely,  arrived  on  the  scene  doing  his  best  to  smile  & 
appear  as  though  he  enjoyed  it  but  needless  to  say  making  an  awful 
mess  of  it.  And  then  we  were  all  complete  except  for  the  Bride. 

Over  here,  I  don't  know  whether  it's  the  same  at  home  or 
not,  the  legal  part  of  the  wedding  ceremony  must  be  perfromed 
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before  three  o'clock  or  else  the  Curfew  shall  not  ring  tonight* 

Well  to  continue,  time  kept  slipping  past  rapidly  but  no  Bride. 
Twenty  minutes  to  three,  fifteen  to,  ten  to,  and  then  the  audience 
began  to  get  impatient*  They  didn't  stamp  their  feet  &  whistle 
like  at  the  Movies  but  everyone  pulled  out  their  watches  &  com¬ 
pared  the  time  with  that  of  their  neighbors,  of  course  no  two 
watches  were  alike*  Joe  Thompson  cheered  us  up  wonderfully  when 
his  watch  only  showed  twenty  minutes  to  the  hour  but  the  Minister 
flashed  the  official  time  on  us  as  seven  minutes  to  the  Zero  hour* 
By  this  time  we  'had  connecting  files  all  the  way  down  the  street 
&  around  the  corner  to  flash  us  the  good  news  but  there  was  nothing 
stirring.  At  five  minutes  to  three  I  was  about  to  make  out  rain 
checks  to  hand  around  to  the  gang  when  the  joyful  news  was  flashed 
that  a  taxi  was  coming  like  hell  down  the  street.  Then  everything 
was  in  a  turmoil.  Everyone  began  rushing  about  &  all  the  rooters 
in  their  excitement  were  standing  up  on  the  seats  &  making  all 
sorts  of  mind  bets  with  each  other  whether  the  Minister  would  be 
able  to  do  the  trick  in  time* 

The  Bride  however  toed  the  mark  at  four  minutes  to  time  & 
in  another  half  minute  was  right  up  under  the  guns. 

Thank  God  the  Minister  didn't  stutter.  He  went  through 
that  Ceremony  like  a  dose  of  salts  i.e.  the  legal  part  Sc  banged 
his  book  shut  with  half  a  minute  to  go.  We  all  were  standing  there 
ticking  off  the  time  like  the  start  of  a  sailing  race  &  when  we 
saw  it  was  a  cinch  we  almost  let  out  a  cheer*  After  that  they  drew 
out  the  rest  of  the  Service  &  made  it  as  long  as  possible,  but  all 
the  excitement  of  the  thing  was  gone  &  the  reaction  was  setting  in. 
Ho  one  paid  much  attention  to  what  was  going  on  at  all*  It  might 
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just  as  well  have  been  a  business  meeting  of  the  W.C.f.U.  After 
the  treaty  was  signed  in  the  Vestry  we  all  beat  it  back  to  Bulls 
&  had  the  usual  speeches  etc.  etc.  It  was  rather  a  tame  affair 
for  you  couldn't  get  that  crowd  enthusiastic  over  lemonade  so  we 
saw  the  happy  couple  safely  off  in  a  taxi;  decorated  with  barrels, 
tin  cans,  etc.  etc.  &  then  I  beat  it  with  Joe  instead  of  waiting 
for  a  dance  they  were  pulling  off. 

General  Kennie  was  at  the  Wedding  &  was  enquiring  after 
both  you  &  Father  as  well  as  a  lot  of  other  prople. 

I'm  done  now. 

Hoping  you  &  Father  are  in  the  best  of  health. 

With  best  love  &  God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son. 

Gerald. 


Feb.  10th, 1918. 

TCitley  Camp, 


Surrey. 


My  dear  Father , 

Once  again  I  write  from  Witley  Camp  &  during  my 
three  weeks  absence  the  old  place  hasnt  changed  an  awful  lot. 
Everybody  &  everything  is  just  the  same.  Everyone  is  sitting 
tight  &  waiting  for  the  next  rumour.  Rumours  have  evidently 
been  quite  scarce  lately  or  else  no  one  pays  any  more  attention 
to  them  because  not  one  bit  of  encouraging  news  could  I  get 
from  any  of  the  boys  on  ray  return.  Things  are  much  the  same 
as  ever.  I  just  returned  yesterday  afternoon  to  find  that  the 
battalion  is  to  be  on  divisional  duties  for  the  next  week  which 
means  that  all  our  men  will  be  needed  for  fatigues  throughout  the 
Camp  while  the  Officers  will  have  to  amuse  themselves  as  best  they 
can.  Nearly  all  our  senior  officers  who  have  not  completed  their 
musketry  will  spend  a  couple  of  days  down  at  Mytchett  Ranges 
wasting  Government  ammunition  &  the  rest  of  us  will  stay  in  Camp 
&  improve  our  game  of  billiards  8c  bridge.  So  you  see  it  looks 
like  a  strenuous  week.  Of  course  I  am  not  kicking  very  much 
because  I  can  stand  a  week’s  rest  after  Chelsea  where  they  didnt 
give  us  much  time  to  do  anything  except  Squad  Drill  8c  the  Lord 
knows  we  got  enough  of  that.  I  can  do  anything  now  in  that  line 
from  the  German  Goose  Step  to  Presenting  Arms  by  Numbers. 

However  it  was  a  real  good  course  &  I  was  glad  I  attended  it  even 
to  see  how  things  should  really  be  done. 

London  is  just  the  same  old  spot.  TThenever  I  wanted 
to  see  anyone  I  knew, I  went  down  to  the  Savoy  &  as  usual  always 
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ran  in  to  some  one.  I  ran  into  Jimmie  Blackey  &  Jack  Alexander 
&  spent  the  evening  with  them.  Jimmie  is  looking  fine  &  at 
present  is  in  England  attending  a  course.  He  intends  to  spend 
a  couple  of  days  with  me  here  at  Camp  before  going  back  to 
Prance  after  his  course  is  finished. 

Friday  afternoon  I  met  Al  Ramsay  who  had  just 
completed  a  two  months  course  at  Brocton  &  was  then  just  starting 
on  a  week's  holiday  at  Bournemouth  before  rejoining  the  batallion 
We  spent  a  good  afternoon  8a  evening  together  at  the  SJiows  &  after 
wards  had  supper  at  the  Savoy  with  a  few  of  the  boys.  I  came 
back  to  Camp  next  day  but  I  dont  expect  he'll  get  back  until 
late  this  week. 

Hugh  Murray  is  well  &  seemed  glad  to  see  me  back 
although  he  says  I  missed  a  lot  of  fun  for  the  Officers  gave 
a  dance  in  Coldaming  the  other  night  &  judging  from  reports 
they  all  had  a  wonderful  time.  But  the  worst  of  all  these 
frivolities  is  the  getting  on  parade  the  next  morning  So  I'm 
very  glad  I  got  a  full  night's  sleep  8a  they  didnt. 

1  have  just  received  your  letter  of  Jan  13th  &  was 
quite  surprised  to  hear  of  the  very  cold  &  snowy  weather  you 
have  been  having.  On  the  other  hand  we  have  had  an  awfully 
mild  winter.  I  think  there  was  only  one  week  that  it  was  at 
all  cold  &  what  snow  we  got  then  very  quickly  disappeared.  For 
example  today  is  all  sunshine  c:  just  as  warm  8c  pleasant  outside 
as  our  early  May  weather  is  at  home  &  quite  wonderful  to  relate 
we  have  had  no  rain  for  over  three  weeks.  ITo  one  has  worn  an 
overcoat  now  for  over  a  month  &  indeed  it  looks  very  much  like 
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Spring.  Quite  a  different  winter  from  last  year  when  we  had 
quite  a  lot  of  snow  &  lots  of  cold  weather* 

I  was  glad  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival  from  Atlantic 
City  &  you  were  indeed  fortunate  in  not  "being  held  up  "by  the 
blizzards*  When  I  arrived  yesterday  I  found  all  sorts  of  parcels 
in  my  room  which  you  &  Mother  had  sent  "both  from  Atlantic  City  8c 
from  Mi Chios*  I  havent  opened  them  up  yet  hut  hy  reading  the 
labels  they  sure  look  all  to  the  good  8c  when  I  get  time  I  'll  go 
through  them  8c  thoroughly  enjoy  myself* 

Well  Father  tomorrow  will  he  your  birthday  8c  you 
know  I  do  wish  you  many  happy  returns  of  the  day  &  everything 
that  goes  with  it.  I  also  want  to  thank  you  so  much  for  the 
£5  draft  which  just  arrived  about  an  hour  ago  from  the  Bank  of 
Commerce*  It  was  awfully  good  of  both  of  you  8c  you  dont  know 
how  much  I  apprecaite  everything  you  both  have  done* 

With  love  8c  best  wishes  on  your  birthday  &  hoping 
both  Mother  and  yourself  are  enjoying  the  bsst  of  health. 

God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gerald. 


r 


Witley  Camp, 


Feblfith, 19x8. 


My  Dear  Father* 

I  have  been  so  busy  this  last  week  that 
this  is  practically  the  first  chance  I  have  had  to 
YTrite  you  &  ]  et  you  know  the  news.  I  dare  say  you  all 
at  home  know  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  Division  &  as  a 
consequence  everyone  is  scrambl ing  around  trying  to  locat 
a  place  in  one  of  the  other  divisions.  As  soon  as  I  got 
word  of  the  smash  I  saw  Col  Malone  &  Pete  Campbell  & 
talked  with  them  about  the  15th.  They  are  both  doing 
their  best  for  me  &  have  written  Major  Forbes  but  up 
to  date  there  has  been  no  reply.  I  also  dropped  him 
a  line  as  well  as  to  Hric  HaJdenby  the  Adjutant  whom 
I  know  very  well.  I  expect  to  get  word  in  the course 
of  a  day  or  tv70  &  if  there  is  nothing  doing  there  I 
will  try  to  get  placed  with  some  battalion  where  a 
number  of  our  own  crowd  get  located  so  as  to  knoY7  some 
one  for  a  starter  anyways.  However  things  are  all  in 
a  turmoil  here  at  present  &  it  will  take  a  couple  of  days 
before  we  get  ourselves  shuffled  out. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Colonel  &  Phil 
Boyd  the  Senior  Officers  are  all  reverting  &  going  over 
to  different  battalions  as  supernumerary  Captains  but  up 
to  the  present  there  have  been  none  of  the  boys  to  leave 
the  mess  yet. 

The  12th  Reserve  will  be  down  to  V7it ley 
in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  weeks  &  will  then  absorb  us 
but  until  then  the  134-th  battalion  exists. 
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Hatura33y  we  are  Dosing  a  great  number  of 
our  men  at  once. 

How  that e  a3J  for  the  present.  I  wi!3  let 
you  know  additional  new s  3ater.  Hoping  you  and  Mother 
are  both  we33.  God  b3ess  you 

Your  3oving  Son, 

Gera3  d. 


Witlay  Camrp, 


Fab.  21st,  1918. 


My  Dear  Mother , 

Things  ara  still  in  a  tit  of  a  turmoil  around  these 
parts  &  I  daresay  will  be  quite  unsettled  for  some  little 
time  to  come  or  until  most  of  our  men  &  officers  get  away. 

At  the  present  moment  a  number  of  the  junior  officers  have 
teen  warned  for  France  including  A1  Ramsay,  Doc  MacLachlan, 
Heighington,  Dunlop  &  Heyworth  who  are  to  go  over  tO'the 
C.M.R's  early  nest  week  and  at  the  same  time  Ted  (Jordon  8c 
Wattam  are  off  to  the  4th  Battalion.  The  rest  of  us  however 
are  stranded  here  in  the  meantime  until  another  call  for 
officers  cones  along.  Personally  I  hope  the  15th  send  in 
a  call  because  if  they  do  I  know  I  will  be  able  to  swing  it, 
tut  it's 'all  a  matter  of  time  &  time  alone  will  tell  what  is 
in  store  for  us.  But  dont  you  and  Father  worry  your  heads 
because  I'll  send  you  a  cable  the  moment  I  am  definitely 
warned. 

We  are  all  being  kept  pretty  busy  turning  in  all  our 
stores  and  cleaning  up  everything  as  quickly  as  possible  so 
that  when  the  Reserve  moves  in  we  will  be  in  shape  for  them. 

Outside  of  this  I  havent  much  news  for  you.  I  received 
a  number  of  letters  today  from  both  Father  and  yourself  dated 
from  the  18th  to  the  50th  of  January  &  was  very  glad  to  receive 
them  too.  It  seems  strange  to  read  about  the  extremely  cold 
weather  &  the  amount  of  snow  you  are  having  at  home  while  over 
here  it  is  perfect  April  weather  &  in  fact  I  have  seen  worse 
weather  at  home  in  May  than  we  are  having  right  now.  The  winter 
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lias  "been  fine  this  year  &  was  a  perfect  summer  compared  with 
last  year*  It  may  seem  a  little  early  to  talk  hut  every  one 
over  here  considers  that  the  hack  of  the  winter  is  already 
broken. 

How  I  dont  know  what  else  I  can  say.  I  was  glad  to 
hear  that  you  had  seen  Mrs.  Hodgson  &  Mrs.  Irving  &  I  dare 
say  you  will  before  long  he  seeing  a  number  of  other  people 
who  have  resided  the  last  year  &  a  half  or  so  in  England. 

With  very  best  love  to  both  you  &  Father  Good  night  & 
God  Bless  you. 


Your  loving  Son, 
Gerald. 


Wit Joy  Camp, 


Mar. 2nd  3  93  8* 


lily  Dear  rather, 

This  is  the  first  chance  that  I  have  had 
to  write  you  at  a] 3  for  some  days  for  things  are  certainly 
in  a  beautiful  mess  around  here  now.  First  of  all  the 
Division  was  smashed  &  then  we  were  leapt  busy  getting  3°0 
men  ready  for  draft  &  with  different  officers  getting 
warned  for  France  we  didnt  know  whether  we  were  on  our 
heads  or  our  feet.  Wall  we  no  sooner  got  all  that 
straightened  away  than  the  whole  12th  Reserve  moved  in 
on  us  &  when  you  consider  that  they  brought  over  80 
officers  with  them,  our  poor  old  mess  began  to  look  like 
an  Avenue  Road  Street  Car  between  half  past  five  &  six 
o’clock  when  it  is  so  crowded  that  you  have  to  put  your 
heads  out  the  window  to  change  your  mind.  They  also  brought 
with  them  about  ^OQO  men  so  it  is  easy  to  imagine  the  con¬ 
fusion  in  this  a  strange  camp.  As  a  matter  of  fact  we 
have  all  been  so  balled  up  that  writing  a  letter  was  the 
last  thing  possible  to  do.  Our  officers  are  going  out  one 
by  one  to  various  battalions  in  France  but  no  call  has  yet 
come  from  the  fifteenth.  I  think  I  told  you  that  Al.Doc, 
Dunl  op,  Hey  worth  &  H-eighington  are  all  now  in  France  with  the 


4th  C  M  R  whil  e  Y/al  tarn  &  Gordon  have  gone  to  the  4th  Battalion. 


The  senior  officers  got  word  today  to  be  ready  to  proceed 
overseas  any  time  after  Monday  morning.  Major  Murray  is 
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to  Captain  &  I  think-  going  to  the  3  ^th..  Murphy  goes  to  the 
3 6th.  Marcel  the  32nd,  John  Young  to  the  43rd.  Major 
Shiel  1  a3 so  to  ho  a  Captain  to  the  4th  C.M.R.&  Major  AJ 3  an 
(Captain)  to  the  3*'d.  So  you  see  "by  the  end  of  the  r;eek 
possibly  there  will  'be  very  few  of  us  left.  I  received 
letters  from  Major  Porbes  &  Eric  Hal  denby  the  other  day 
assuring  me  that  my  place  was  with  the  15th  &  that  I  would, 
he  ashed  for  in  good  time.  Well  I  dont  mind  waiting  another 
few  weeks  if  I  can  get  where  I  want  to  go  so  I  intend  to  he 
patience  personified  until  I  can  land  it. 

On  and  after  Wednesday  the  134th  battalion  will 
cease  to  exist  for  on  that  date  we  wil  1  become  officially 
merged  into  the  12th  Reserve  Battalion  which  reinforces 
four  Central  Ontario  Battalions  in  Prance, viz.  3rc1»^5 th 
20th  &  75th.  So  in  future  if  you  wil 1  address  any  letters 
to  me  "12th  Reserve  Battal  ion,Witl ey  Camp"  it  wil 1  get  me 
all  right. 

How  that  we  are  pitting  fairly  well  straightened 
away  you  no  doubt  will  hear  from  me  pretty  regular  again. 
However  dont  worry  about  me  going  over  to  Prance  for  a  month 
or  so  yet  &  when  I  do  you  may  he  sure  I’ll  cable  you  to 
that  effect.  In  the  meantime  however  I  have  to  purchase  some 
equipment  &  some  such  stuff  &  as  al  l  my  weal  thy  friends 
like  Hugh  Murray  wil  1  he  pulling  out  in  a  week  or  so  I 
may  have  to  shoot  a  little  surprise  over  on  you  in  the  shape 
of  a  draft,  for  my  account  at  the  present  moment  wont  stand 
for  extra  purchases  like  that. 
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How  are  you  &  Mother  keeping?  We  have  had 
no  Canadian  mai3  for  two  weeks  now.  Mothers  finger  cookies 
arrived  the  other  day  and  were  simpJy  great. 

With  very  "best  3  ove  &  God  hi  ess  you  Tooth. 

Your  3 oving  Son 
Gera3  d . 


J 2th  Reserve  Bn. Canadians 


\7 itJey  Camp, 


Surrey, 


My  dear  Mother, 


March  3  3  th  3  9-J  8. 


We 3  3  whats  3  eft  of  the  good  o3  d  3  34th  battaJ ion 
now  bears  a  striking  resemb3ance  to  a  piece  of  cheese.  I  have 
just  this  moment  bid  my  fare we J 3  s  to  most  of  our  senior  officers 
who  have  pu3 3 ed  out  for  Prance.  Major  Murray,  Major  A3  3  an, 

Prank  Murphy,  Marce3  Morgan  &  John  Young.  In  fact  I  think 
I  have  done  nothing  eJ se  for  the  Jast  coup3e  of  weeks  but  see 
our  oJ d  officers  away.  John  Mi3n  is  to  J eave  the  day  after 
tomorrow  8c  Brad  Snow  goes  on  Saturday  to  the  3  5th.  Things 
of  course  around  here  are  terrib3y  upset  &  we  dont  know 
what  we  are  trying  to  do  ha3f  the  time.  He  sti33  have  over 


400  men  with  us  8c  it  is  keeping  me  pretty  busy  working  with 
them  or  I  shou3d  say  trying  to  work  because  everyone  is  in  the 
same  position  8c  have  no  idea  what  the  fates  have  in  store  for 
us.  Its  the  uncertainty  8c  3ack  of  information  as  to  our  future 
that  keeps  us  wondering. 

The  weather  has  been  glorious  lately*  03d  So3 
is  working  overtime  8c  a3  3  the  boys  have  been  out  p3aying  base- 
baJ  3  for  the  3ast  week  so  that  is  certain]  y  one  of  the  first 
sure  signs  of  another  summer  approaching.  Yesterday  was  rea3 
hot  so  Major  Murray  8c  a  few  of  us  went  down  to  the  Go3f  C3  ub 
8a  basked  in  the  sunshine  a3J  afternoon.  We  didnt  play  but 
the  course  was  jammed  with  people.  I  have  seen  a  who3 e  3 ot 
worse  weather  in  June  than  we  are  having  now.  I  suppose  poor 
oJd  Toronto  is  stiJ]  covered  with  Show.  It  evidentJy  was 
the  3ast  time  I  heard  from  you  which  is  over  twD  weeks  ago. 
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The  mai]  has  certain]  y  'been  running  on  the  roctcs  lately. 

Tomorrow  promises  to  he  a  cheerful  day  for  me 
as  one  of  our  Sergeants  got  himself  arrested  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago  &  he  comes  up  for  Court  Martial  tomorrow  morning 
&  l  have  to  he  there  to  influence  the  Court  that  he  is 
quite  innocent.  I'll  either  get  him  about  3  months  or  an 
acquittal  because  Phil  Boyd  is  President  of  the  Court  & 

I  know  there  will  he  no  half  way  measures.  I’ll  either  swing 

him  or  else  he’ll  swing  the  poor  sergeant. 

Ho v/  are  you  all  keeping  at  home?  I  trust  you  & 
Father  are  in  the  best  of  health  &  managing  to  keep  warm 

which  must  he  some  job  when  they  slip  over  a  couple  of 

heatless  days  a  week  on  you. 

With  very  best  love  &  God  bless  you  both 
Your  loving  Son, 

Gera! d. 


GREAT  NORTH  WESTERN 
GABLE GRAM. 

98/345  M  0  SH  4 


PLD  LONDON  10  1898  APR  4  AM  H  40 

1/IALONE 

DUPLICATE  OF  TELEPHONED  TELEGRAM 

I 

TORONTO 

GERALD  DEPARTED  OVERSEAS  ,  JOINS  FIFTH  Eli TH  III  FORTNIGHT 


SCOTT 


1 2  th  Can. Inf .Reserve  Bn. 
Wit] ey  Camp, 
Surrey. 


My  dear  Bather, 

Ho  doubt  you  wi]]  have  received  a  cable 
from  me  before  this  letter  reaches  you  that  I  have  at  last 
been  able  to  realize  my  ambition  for  the  past  two  years 
in  getting  over  to  Branca.  Yesterday  evening  I  received 
formal  warning  to  be  prepared  to  go  over  to  the  ]f?th 
battalion  by  Friday  next  the  29th  at  Reveille,  so  since 


then  I  have  been  pretty  busy  getting  my  things  packed  up 
to  take  with  me  &  arranging  the  storage  of  my  trunk  at 
Cook  &  Sons  in  London.  Eow  I  think  I  have  everything 
arranged  Sc  expect  to  get  a  couple  of  days  leave  up  in 
town  before  i  go,  I  am  tickled  to  death  to  get  over 
to  the  l^th  for  since  our  own  battalion  was  smashed  that 
is  the  only  one  I  really  wanted  to  get  to.  I  am  sure  it 
will  be  almost  too  good  to  be  true  for  I  know  quite  a 
number  of  the  boys  there  &  I  think  they  al  1  know  who  I 
am  at  least.  Of  course  I  wont  get  to  the  battalion  for 
well  on  to  a  month  yet  because  all  our  boys  that  have  gone 
over  have  been  sent  to  the  Divisional  Wing  somewhere  near 
t^e  base  Sc  havent  joined  their  battalions  yet  although  they 
have  been  there  nearly  three  weeks .  However  now  that  I  am 
started  for  t^e  l^th  I  am  quite  ccntant  to  wait  for  a  little 


time  if  necessary  because  I  knov/  now  that  they  cant  side  track 
me  to  some  other  outfit.  Brad  Snow  left  us  last  week  for  the 
15th  Sc  I  have  just  heard  that  he  is  at  the  Wing  where  he  is 
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another  couple  of  v/eeks  so  I  dare  say  I’D]  see  him  there 
very  shortly. 

It  has  "been  something  fierce  around  these 
parts  ] ate] y .  It  was  had  enough  to  have  the  battalion 

smashed  &  then  a  crowd  of  strangers  from  the  reserve 
thrust  in  upon  us.  But  the  worst  by  far  has  been  seeing 
the  boys  going  away  one  by  one  or  a  few  at  a  time  untiD 
there  are  on]y  a  few  of  us  Deft.  At  night  time  it  is 
especiaDJy  rotten,  so  we  congregate  in  one  of  the  rooms 
&  have  a  feed  &  taDk.  I'd  hate  Dike  the  dickens  to  be 
the  Dast  out  of  here.  Frank  Ross  is  aD so  going  over  to 
the  first  division  so  it  is  more  than  DikeDy  we  wiD D 
cross  the  channeD  together  &  aDso  go  to  schooD  together 
at  the  Wing.  I  hope  he  does  come  aD  ong  so  he  wiD  J  be 
abD  e  to  do  aD  D  the  talking  when  we  hit  France  for  I  dont 
think  they  wiD  1  kn ow  enoughlvt o understand  me.  Of  course 
you  never  can  teD 3  whether  my  warning  will  be  canceD D ed 
or  not  &  I'DD  stiD D  be  Deft  stranded  in  EngD and  but  you 
know  now  if  you  get  a  cabD e  from  either  Jessie  or  myseDf 
within  a  week  or  so  what  has  become  of  me.  So  dont  worr y 
I'm  not  D iabD e  to  see  any  of  the  present  scrapping  at  aD D 
for  I  imagine  in  a  month's  time  everyone  wiDD  be  fighting 
for  breath  &  resting  up  after  the  present  party.  However 
I  wiD  D  keep  you  informed  of  my  movements  from  no w  on  as 
much  as  I  possibDy  can. 

Tomorrow  night  the  remainder  of  the  J 34-th  Officers 
viz.  the  CoD  oneD  ,  Ross, Phi]  Boyd,  PhiDDips,  ITicoD  ,  SDattcr, 
Murray,  Deans  and  myseDf  are  going  to  have  a  Dast  party  at 
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the  Officers  C3  ub  at  Mi]  ford.  We  cant  ho3  d  it  in  our 
own  Mass  because  there  are  too  many  strangers  a.bout  so 
we1]]  have  it  a]  3  "by  our  3  one  somes  at  the  C3ub. 

Yesterday  &  the  day  before  I  spent  p3aying  go3 f 
&  by  j ove  the  course  is  in  beautif u3  shape.  The  weather 
has  been  actua33y  hot  this  3 ast  week  &  has  caused  a  3 ot 
of  the  boys  to  shed  their  heavies  &  get  into  BED'S.  It 
has  been  actuaJ  3  y  too  hot  to  stay  indoors  &  we  have  loafed 
under  the  trees  in  scant  appare]  trying  to  k°ep  coo3 . 

Pretty  funny  weather  for  March  isnt  it? 

Jack  A3  exander  &  Jamie  A'u3  d  from  Toronto  came 
up  the  other  day  to  see  me  &  we  a3 3  p] ayed  go3f.  I'm 
beginning  to  get  my  eye  back  again  &  can  poke  out  the  odd 
drive  every  once  in  awhile  as  in  days  of  yore  but  I  took 
a  tsrrib3e  s3ump  3 ast  winter  &  cut  out  the  game  completely. 

Eow  I  think  I  have  to3 d  yon  a3 3  the  news .  You  wi3  3 
know  my  future  address, i.e. ,  3 5th  Battalion,  where  a33  mai3 
coming  here  to  the  reserve  wi3 3  be  forwarded.  I  hope  both 
Mother  &  you  are  in  the  very  best  of  health  &  f ee3 ing  no 
effects  from  the  hard  winter  you  must  have  put  in  this  year. 

Good  night  &  God  b3ess  you  both. 

Your  3  oving  Son 
Gera3 d. 

I  am  having  my  picture  taken  tomorrow  at  Goda3ming  &  v;i3  3 
send  them  to  you. 


12th  Canadian  Res.  Bn. 


Witley  Camp, 
Surrey. 


Ky  Dear  Frank: 

Hell  is  sure  popping  over  in  France  these  days 
if  we  can  judge  by  the  way  drafts  are  being  called  for  in 
this  battalion.  Nearly  all  the  134th  officers  have  pulled 
stakes  &  are  now  in  France  &  I,  feeling  like  nothing  on 
earth,  have  been  forced  to  see  them  off  one  by  one  and  two 
by  two  until  I'm  heartsick  and  weary.  However  my  spirits 
revived  all  of  a  sudden  yesterday  evening  when  the  Adjutant 
warned  me  officially  to  be  ready  to  move  to  the  15th  Battalion 
any  time  on  or  after  Friday  next  the  29th.  So  you  can  easily 
imagine  I  have  lost  no  time  getting  my  stuff  together.  My  God 
what  a  pile  of  junk  I  had  collected  some  ho?/  or  other  within 
the  last  two  years.  It  took  me  hours  to  get  it  all  sorted  out 
8c  now  I  dont  know  how  the  devil  I  ever  am  going  to  cut  my 
baggage  down  to  55  lbs.  I  have  been  frightened  to  weigh  the 

stuff  I  am  to  take  with  me  because  I  know  damned  well  it  is 

nearer  90  than  55  lbs.  but  I  suppose  I'll  have  to  have  another 

combing  out  tomorrow  &  cut  down  some  more  v/eight.  It  is  one 

rotten  job  believe  me.  In  the  meantime  I  have  been  chasing 
around  getting  medically  examined  8c  dentally  examined  8c  packing 
my  trunk  8c  God  knows  what  else  &  now  my  room  looks  like  a  Second¬ 
hand  Store  on  York  St. 

I  hardly  think  I'll  get  into  the  present  scrap  for 
before  I  join  the  Battalion  I  have  to  attend  School  at  the 


r 
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Divis  ional  Wing  at  the  Base  for  a  few  weeks  for  a  little 
instruction  hut  after  that  Ifll  he  ready  for  a  party  with 
Fritzie  any  time* 

I'm  mighty  glad  now  that  I  hung  out  for  the  15th, 

It  was  pretty  hard  waiting  and  seeing  the  other  hoys  getting 
away  hut  now  I  know  I  am  going  where  I  always  wanted  to  go 
Mike's  old  Battalion  &  at  the  same  time  sticking  with  the  old 
48th  which  moans  quite  a  hit  to  a  fellow  who  has  been  wearing 
that  uniform  for  over  two  years  now* 

That  is  about  all  the  news  I  have  for  you  at  the 
present.  I'm  going  to  he  devilish  busy  the  nest  fow  days 
going  through  gas  &  various  other  tests  &  expect  to  get  to 
London  for  a  couple  of  days  final  leave  where  I  have  a  million 
things  to  purchase  so  I .guess  I'll  he  a  busy  guy  until  Friday 
morning. 

I'll  let  you  knov;  later  any  further  developments. 

My  best  to  Mih  &  yourself. 

Your  aff.  brother, 

Gerry. 


March  24th  1918. 
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59  Upper  Gloucester  Place, 
London, 

March  28th  1918* 


My  Dear  Mother , 

As  I  am  on  my  way  across  I  stopped  off  in  London  to¬ 
day  to  see  Jessie  &  give  her  the  latest  news, so  here  we  are 
tonight  sitting  in  front  of  the  grate  fire  I  trying  to  write 
&  Jess  making  coffee  &  buzzing  about  like  a  busy  bee.  I  had 
my  likeness  took  the  other  day  &  told  the  guy  to  send  the 
proofs  8c  everything  to  Jess  who  would  select  the  most  handsome  (?) 
one  8c  ship  it  along  to  you.  Tonight  when  I  arrived  the  proofs 
had  got  here  before  me  so  we  have  spent  a  most  en.joyable  time 
scrapping  over  the  fact  of  getting  one  dozen  or  half  a  dozen. 

In  fact  we  have  been  scrapping  all  night  so  far  about  everything. 
However  she  is  going  to  cable  you  tomorrow  giving  you  the  news  & 
for  the  love  of  Pete  dont  you  8c  Paw  begin  worrying  your  heads 
off  because  as  I  told  you  in  my  last  I  wont  be  within  miles  of 
the  scrap  until  I  have  gone  to  school  over  in  Prance  8c  learnt 
all  the  tricks  of  the  trade. 

I  am  leaving  town  tomorrow  morning  &  expect  to  sail 
across  the  Channel  tomorrow  afternoon  8c  I  hope  to  the  Lord  the 
wind  dies  down  before  then  or  else  I’ll  sure  feed  the  fishes  in 
the  good  old  Morphy  style. 

I  guess  I  had  better  quit  now  as  there  is  really 
nothing  new  &  you  can  be  sure  that  the  first  chance  I  get  after 
arriving  in  Prance  I'll  drop  you  the  odd  line  &  let  you  know  all 
about  it. 

With  best  love  to  both  yourself  8c  Pather . 

Good  Night  8c  God  Bless  You. 

Your  loving  Son, 

"Gerald" 
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France, 


April}  3  at  3  93  8. 


My  Dear  Mother, 

This  is  the  first  chance  I  have  had  of  dropping 
you  a  3 ine  since  3eaving  London  3ast  Friday  so  as  we  have 
no  more  duties  to  perform  today  I  thought  I  wou3d  get  "busy 
&  3  Dt  you  know  whats  doing* 

We33  I  got  a  nice  earJy  start  on  Good  Friday 
morning  from  London  &  natura33y  on  the  3  eave  train  I  ran 
into  a  great  number  of  officers  hut  on3y  one  that  I  knew 
from  Wit3ey  so  we  trave33ed  together  in  a33  our  ignorance. 
However  the  system  is  so  good  we  had  no  trouh3 e  finding  our 
way  about  for  the  on3y  way  to  get  3ost  was  to  do  everything 
entire3 y  different  from  the  crowd. 

9^~  r 

We  arrived  ear3y  at  our  Port  &  after  reporting 

to  the  Embarkation  Officer  had  a  coup3e  of  hours  to  see  the 
town  before  the  boat  pu3 3 ed  out.  We  came  back  to  the  boat 
ear3y  however  &  grabbed  a  coup3e  of  chairs  on  the  3ee  side 
of  the  boat  &  then  beat  it  be3 ow  &  had  some  dinner.  Its  just 
as  we33  we  did  too  for  before  very  3  orig  the  dining  room  was 
crowded  with  fe33ows  waiting  for  seats.  After  getting  out¬ 
side  of  our  moneys  worth  we  went  back  to  our  seats  &  watched 
the  fun.  The  boat  was  we3  3  packed  &  the  wind  v/as  b3  owing 

pretty  hard  Sc  natura3  3y  the  3itt3e  c*3  d  Channel)  was  who  oping 
her  up  for  fair.  That  o3d  tub,  about  twice  the  size  of  the 

"John  Han3on"  or  "The  Is3and  Queen",  went  through  a33  its 

stunts  with  the  exception  of  ro33ing  over.  It  stood  on  its 


head  then  on  its  hind  3 egs  then  on  one  side  &  then  on  the 
other.  The  thing  must  have  been  made  of  cork.  I  enjoyed 
it  immenseSy,  but  a  3ot  of  the  other  boys  didnt  share  my 
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opinion  for  they  kept  asking  if  the  3  and  was  in  sight 
yet  even  when  we  got  right  into  the  harbour.  The 
journey  across  didnt  last  two  hours  out  here  we  disembarked 
&  I  reported  to  the  A.M.L.O.  who  to! d  me  to  stick  around 
until  4-. 30  P.M.  &  I  could  catch  a  motor  J  orry  up  to  the 
base.  But  unf ortunatel y  when  the  hour  came  the  3 orry 
didnt  make  the  trip, as  there  were  on3y  three  of  us  they  made 
us  wait  unti3  the  next  boat  came  in  with  some  more  officers. 
So  I  took  a  waj k  around  town  &  saw  the  sights  for  the  next 
eoup3e  of  hours.  Cobb3 e  stone  streets,  dingy  3ooking  houses 
&  a  he] 3  of  a  3 ot  of  jabbering  struck  me  as  being  the  out¬ 
standing  features  of  the  p3ace.  The  town  was  f u3 3  of 
Canadians  &  Imperia] s  as  we33  as  a  number  of  French  whose 
blue  uniform  looks  very  snappy  &  easily  distinguishable 
in  the  crowd.  Our  khaki  looked  very  quiet  &  uninteresting 
beside  their  light  blue.  Finally  about  10  P.M.  after  the 
next  boat  came  in  I  loaded  my  baggage  on  the  lorry  &  crawled 
in  myself  &  then  in  company  with  9  others  we  made  for  the 
base.  I  thought  I  would  get  some  sleep  on  the  way  up  but 
I  was  greatly  mistaken.  The  channel  boat  was  bumpy  enough 
but  it  was  tame  compared  with  this  ride.  Our  driver  evidently 
was  in  a  hurry  to  get  to  bed  so  we  only  touched  a  few  oi  the 
high  spots  but  when  we  did  touch  we  knew  it.  We  were  shot 
back  and  forth, up  &  down,  sidev/ays  &  across  &  then  numerous 

$ 

encores  until  I  was  darn  glad  to  get  to  our  destination.  { 

We  arrived  at  the  base  just  at  midnight  where  there  was  no 
one  to  meet  us  &  tell  us  where  to  sleep  so  we  monkeyed  about 
until  we  found  an  empty  hut  &  some  blankets  so  we  were  jake. 
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Saturday  morning  I  reported  to  the  J  st  Biv.Base  &  I 
was  given  a  tent  in  our  own  Dines  &  shown  the  mess  & 
to3d  to  enjoy  myse3f.  We3 3  that  has  been  a3  3  my  trave3  s 
so  far.  We  are  mi3 es  behind  the  3 ine  &  our  on3y  duty 
is  to  censor  the  Detters  &  be3 ieve  me  that  isnt  a  duty 
its  a  p] easure  &  has  got  a  show  at  Sheas  beaten  to  death. 
Believe  me  those  boys  are  wonders  &  their  3 attars  are  the 
funniest  things  you  could  ever  read.  One  chap  this  morning 
wrote  four  3  attars  to  different  girls  in  different  parts  of 
Eng3 and  8c  handed  out  the  most  s3  oppy  3  ine  of  sentimenta3  ity 
I  ever  heard,,  of.  He  asked  each  of  them  to  wait  for  him  & 
be  married  when  he  got  his  next  bJighty.  I  dont  know  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  boy  wi33  be  finding  himself  in  Dutc&some  of 
these  days.  But  their  3 etters  are  all  practical y  the  same. 

To  their  wives  &  girJ s  they  are  devilish  sentimental  but  to 
their  chums  in  Eng3 and  &  Canada  they  are  exact3 y  the  opposite. 
It  is  awfu33y  funny  to  read  them. 

Today  is  Easter  Sunday  8:  its  3ove3y  &  warn  outside 
8c  the  suffi  is  red  hot  at  the  present  minute  so  I  think  I’ 3 3 
go  out  for  a  walk  &  see  what  stirring.  1  suppose  you’ 3 3  be 
doing  that  walking  stunt  today  too  &  showing  off  the  new 
Easter  3  id.  I  hope  Father  3  ikes  it.  If  he  does  it  wi3  3 
be  the  first  time  on  record. 

I  have  no  idea  how  3 ong  it  wi3 3  be  before  I  move  up 
to  tbe  wing  8c  I  dont  care  much  either  for  we  have  a  wunderfuD 
mess  here  all  sorts  of  grub  8c  very  3  itt3  e  work,  a  paradise! 

Give  my  best  to  Father  &  3ots  for  yourself. 

God  b3ese  you  both. 

Your  3 oving  Son, 

C-era3  d. 


5 


NOTHING-  is  to  be  written  on  this  side  except 
the  date  and  signature  of  the  sender.  Sentences 


not  required  may  be  erased.  If  anything  else  is 
added  the  post  card  wi3  3  be  destroyed* 

(postage  must  be  prepaid  on  any  3etter  or  post 
card  addressed  to  the  sender  of  this  card. ) 


I  am  quite  we3  3  . 

(  9  4 el#-  -  -  -  4  - -am  -g e  iag  - &&  -w©3*3* 

[  weHHded  j  aRd-Ve£e  =  te-fee-44@eh«ta?<“©d--eeeH- 
I  am  down  to  the  base. 

J-kave-^eeeived-y©u^- ]  te3»egg»s«a  » 
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Letter  fo3  3ows  at  first  opportunity 
I  have  received  no  3 etter  from  you 


signature: 

ONLY 


"G.M.Ma3  one'1 


Date  3/4/3  8 


France 


Apri3  5  th  3  9^  8 • 


My  Dear  Father 

After  many  wanderings  I  have  at  Hast 
arrived  at  the  Divisional  Wing  and  am  having  the  time 
of  my  3  if e  with  a3  3  the  hoys  here.  I  have  "been  attached 
to  "C"  Company  of  the  Wing  which  is  composed  of  just  reinforce¬ 
ments  for  the  3rd  Brigade.  Major  Sheppard  of  the  35th  is  our 
Company  Commander  &  he  sure  is  a  might  good  scout.  As  soon 
as  he  saw  me  he  said  "lent  your  name  Malone*'  &  when  he  found 
that  it  was  he  gave  me  a  great  we3come.  He  to3  d  me  that  he 
knew  Mike  very  we3  3  &  as  a  matter  of  fact  was  in  the  same 
scrap  with  him  in  June  3  9^6. 

But  I  might  as  we 3 3  Begin  at  the  beginning. 

I  wrote  you  3ast  from  the  Base.  We3 3  just  a  day  or  so 
after  that  I  was  sent  up  to  a  He inf orcement  Camp  aj  ong 
with  a  number  of  men.  We  rode  up  in  one  of  those  French 
freight  trains  that  you  read  about,  3itt3e  box  cars  for 
”40  Hommes  8  chev/aux  ”  &  be3 ieve  me  those  side  car  pu33mans 

LON'JY 

are  some  cares.  We  arrived  at  our.  destination  at  Midnight  f.:  L, 

&  take  it  from  me  there  isnt  much  fun  arriving  in  a  3 itt3 e 
French  town  at  that  hour.  After  seme  troubi e  in  iocating 
him  we  fina3  3y  reported  to  the  proper  authority  v/ho  gave  us 
the  number  of  our  bi3  3et  8c  3  eft  us  to  3ocate  it.  You  can 
imagine  the  fun.  Stranded  in  that  JittJe  town  at  midnight 
where  every  street  looked  just  the  same  to  me  as  any  other 
(they  are  aJ  3  as  dirty  as  the  devil)  8c  my  French  isnt  exaetjy 
f 3  uent  to  say  the  3  east.  I  think  I  wa3 ked  mi3es  carrying 
my  pack  unti3  I  fina33y  bumped  into  about  20  of  the  other 
beys  a33  in  a  group  &  in  the  same  predicament  as  rnyseif.  The 
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air  was  certainly  blue.  After  a  wh.il  e  it  got  so  darn  funny 

that  evs^oone  got  laughing,  I  think  we  woke  up  the  whole 

town  until  finally  by  more  good  luck  than  good  management 

I  struck  my  billet.  Madame  couldnt  talk  English  at  all 

so  with  the  use  of  my  hands  &  the  shrugging  of  shoulders 

&  some  more  rotten  language  she  got  the  idea  what  I  was 

there  for.  She  showed  me  to  my  bed  room  but  two  fellows 

had  already  beaten  me  to  it  &  they  were  both  piled  into 

a  single  bed  so  I  pulled  a  couple  of  blankets  off  them  & 

rolled  up  on  the  floor  &  slept  like  a  top.  The  next 

morning  I  strolled  down  to  the  Officers  Mess  in  the  Village 

&  there  met  Murph,  Brad  Snow,  John  Miln,  Bill  Tudhope  & 

Lester  who  were  all  on  their  way  up  to  join  their  battalions. 

I  was  tickled  to  death  to  see  them  &  we  all  spent  the  morning 

together  knocking  around  tov/n.  I  saw  them  off  on  the  train 

&  then  took  a  walk  to  an  adjoining  town  &  saw  the  sights. 

Great  excitement  in  that  place.  The  M  P’s  had  picked  up  a 

suspected  spy  &  of  course  the  whole  place  turned  out  & 

jabbered  like  a  lot  of  monkeys.  It  was  funny.  The  next 

morning  on  entering  the  Mess  I  bumped  into  Prank  Ross  who 

had  just  arrived  from  the  Base  the  night  before  &  unknown 

» 

to  each  other  had  slept  in  the  same  billet.  We  had  quite 
a  long  talk  &  when  I  was  detailed  to  conduct  some  reinforce¬ 
ments  up  to  the  one  of  the  other  wings,  Prank  came  along 
with  me.  Y/e  had  quite  a  little  route  march  but  when  we  arrived 
we  saw  Prank  Allan,  John  Hodgson,  A1  Ramsay  &  Bob  Dunlop  so 
the  little  trip  was  mighty  well  worth  while.  ¥e  had  a  nice 
lunch  there  &  caught  a  1  orris  back  to  the  Camp  we  had  left 
that  morning.  Then  I  gathered  up  my  pack  &  haversack  &  caught 


another  motor  1 orrie  which  brought  me  right  up  to  the  wing, , 

I  was  Duchy  for  if  I  hadnt  been  detail ed  to  conduct  that 
morning  party  I  wouD d  have  had  to  conduct  a  much  larger 
party  up  to  our  wing  which  is  three  times  as  far* 

I  arrived  at  the  wing  about  5  o’clock  8c  met 
aDD  the  boys* 

The  great  excitement  around  here  is  that  ’’A” 
Company  bought  a  game  cock  &  issued  a  challenge  to  us 
to  get  a  bird  &  put  up  our  money.  Wei 3  our  boys  had 
just  bought  a  cock  before  I  arrived  so  we  all  went  out 
&  3  ooked  our  bird  over.  Some  one  suggested  giving  him  a 
work  out  so  we  took  the  bird  over  to  a  house  in  the  village 
where  the  champion  of  thevicinity  Dives  8a  without  spurs 
oil  them  Dot  them  go  to  it.  Of  course  we  were  all  rooting 
for  our  bird  &  made  such  a  row  that  the  who 3  e  vi3  3age 
turned  out  to  see  the  fun.  After  about  five  minutes 
our  old  bird  weakened  so  we  called  the  fight  off  & 
iramediateDy  got  one  of  the  viD lagers  who  is  an  adept  at 
training  birds  to  look  after  our  bird  for  us  for  everyone 
here  had  a  pet  diet  of  their  own  &  of  course  the  poor  bird 
was  getting  stuffed  to  death. 

Some  of  these  days  our  fight  will  come  off  &  I’ll 
let  you  know  therssult. 

I  am  feeling  fine  8c  enjoying  the  life  immensely. 
We  havent  much  work  to  do  &  we  manage  to  enjoy  ourselves  all 
right,  I  hope  you  8a  Mother  are  in  the  best  of  health  & 
enjoying  some  decent  weather  for  a  change. 

With  best  Dove  to  Mother  8a  yourself, 

God  bless  you  both, 

Your  3  oving  Son 


Prance , 

Monday  April  8th, 1918. 


Dear  Father: 

Just  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I  pulled  in 
to  the  15th  Battalion  yesterday.  It  was  quite  a  pleasant 
surprise  because  I  didnt  expect  to  get  here  for  some  time 
yet  but  I  am  nevertheless  glad  to  get  here.  I  havent  seen 
Colonel  Porbes  yet  as  the  Battalion  are  all  in  the  line  &  are 
liable  to  be  for  a  couple  of  days  yet  so  I’ll  see  him  when 
he  comes  out.  Hugh  Murray  &  Brad  Snow  are  also  in  the  line 
so  I  havent  even  seen  them  yet.  I  am  really  now  only  in  the 
Transport  lines  &  when  the  Battalion  comes  out  we  will  either 
join  them  at  some  place  or  other  or  else  they  will  come  here. 
Major  Girvan  is  in  command  back  here  at  present  &  he  was  very 
glad  to  see  me. 

We  have  had  a  couple  of  good  marches  these  last  two 

days.  On  Saturday  the  Wing  moved  up  about  12  miles  nearer 

the  line  so  naturally  I  went  along  with  them.  I  just  spent 

the  night  there  for  next  morning  just  as  we  were  taking  out 

a  working  party  I  received  my  orders  to  join  the  Battalion 

so  that  afternoon  I  brought  49  men  up  here.  We  certainly  had 

a  lovely  little  march.  The  whole  distance  was  only  about 

three  miles  but  we  had  to  come  across  country  &  the  mud  was 

pretty  darn  deep.  When  we  arrived  at  the  Village  we  not 
Bde 

only  found/ Headquarter s  but  also  the  Battalion  or  rather  whats 
loft  of  the  Battalion  behind  the  lino  so  everything  is  fine. 
Murphy  is  also  in  the  vicinity  so  I  saw  him  last  night  &  he 
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gave  me  all  the  dope  about  the  other  fellows  going  up  the 
line.  We  are  quite  comfortable  here  but  the  only  way  we  know 
that  the  war  is  still  going  on  is  from  the  sound  of  the  guns 
which  are  roaring  away  in  the  distance. 

The  funny  tiling  about  the  war  is  that  the  farther 
you  are  from  it  the  more  you  know  what  is  going  on.  In 
England  we  got  the  news  right  of  the  bat.  At  the  base  and  wing 
we  got  newspapers  on6  day  old  but  right  up  here  behind  the 
lines  we  know  nothing  until  a  paper  arrives  which  sometimes 
comes  two  days  old  &  sometimes  three  or  four.  II o  one  here 
knows  anything  as  to  what  Fritzie  is  doing  except  in  our 
own  sector  which  is  not  unusually  lively. 

The  weather  has  been  pretty  wet  lately  &  is  raining 
no w  as  hard  as  ever  v/hich  makes  everything  pretty  darn  muddy, 
and  it  is  real  muddy  too;  it  sticks  to  your  boots  like  the 
dickens  &  before  you  can  go  very  far  they  feel  like  a  couple 
of  ton  snow  shoes. 

Oh  ye si  I  nearly  forgot  to  tell  you  about  our  big 
cock  fight.  The  first  brigade  trimmed  us.  Their  bird  fought 
dirty  though  while  ours  was  a  perfect  gentleman.  Shortly 
after  the  fight  started  their  bird  fell  down  so  our  crazy 
skate  stood  back  and  let  it  get  up.  Then  a  couple  of  minutes 
later  our  bird  fell  &  theirs  stood  right  on  top  of  it,  one 
foot  on  its  nock  &  the  other  on  its  legs  &  no  matter  how 
much  our  bird  struggled  it  couldnt  get  up.  At  the  end  of 
5  minutes,  which  was  agreed  on  beforehand,  our  bird  was  still 
down  so  we  lost  the  whole  works.  The  fight  was  a  big  dis- 


appointment  for  us  &  it  was  a  rotten  ending.  But  the  1st 
Brigade  were  tickled  to  death  at  the  unexpected  ending, 
so  they  should  he  too  for  didnt  they  get  all  the  money. 

Now  I'll  let  you  know  when  anything  really 
exciting  happens.  In  the  meantime  we  are  just  waiting 
for  something  to  turn  up.  I  hope  both  Mother  and  yourse 
are  in  the  best  of  health. 

So  I'll  stop  now  for  the  present. 

God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 

Gerald. 

15th  Battalion  Canadians, 

48th  Highlanders, 

B.S.F. 

France. 


That  is  all  the 
address  you  need. 
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Prance 

Friday  Apri]  12th,  193  8. 


Dear  Mother 

As  we  are  continually  moving  around  from 
place  to  place  I  find  it  pretty  hard  to  write  you  as 
often  as  I  would  wish  &  as  I  Hear  rumours  of  us  making 
another  short  move  tomorrow  morning  sometime  1  thought 
that  I  woul  d  drop  you  the  odd  1  ine  tonight  &  1  et  you 
knov/  that  everything  is  O.K.  So  I  am  sitting  up  in 
my  bed  tearing  off  this  letter  hy  candle  light  & 
believe  me  this  old  bed  of  mine  is  some  little  bed. 

I  dont  know  what  I’d  have  done  if  Father  hadnt  sent 
it  to  me,  I  suppose  I’d  have  bought  one  of  the  customary 
rolls  &  frozen  to  death  like  most  of  the  boys  do  when  they 
cant  find  enough  blankets*  It  certainly  is  the  one  best 
bet  I  have. 

We  of  course  have  moved  f ran where  I  wrote  my 
last  letter  &  we  are  now  in  another  town  &  living  in  a  hut 
immediately  behind  one  of  the  old  French  Chateaux  which 
are  evidently  scattered  over  the  length  &  breadth  of  the 
land  &  its  might  comfortable  we  are  too.  We  have  our  huts 
for  sleeping  in  and  an  extra  one  for  our  mess  &  as  there  are 
only  about  10  of  us  we  are  pretty  comfortable.  The  battalion 
of  course  are  still  in  the  line  so  I  have  only  met  to  date 
the  Officers  v/ho  are  relieved  from  doing  this  tour.  But  I 
expect  to  see  them  all  shortly  when  they  come  out. 

I  have  been  having  a  wonderfully  easy  time  since 
I  joined  the  battalion.  I  b.avent  been  nearer  the  fighting 
than  where  I  am  at  the  present  moment  &  as  our  duties  here 
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( when  we  arn’t  being  moved,  about)  amount  to  nothing. 

I  have  been  abl  e  to  have  my  breakfast  in  bed  near 3 y 
every  morning  which  is  something  I  never  got  at  Witley. 

we  got  a  little  reminder  that  a  war  is  on  the 
other  day  when  Ftitsie  began  fobbing  a  few  odd  she]  3 s 
on  a  town  behind  us.  The  she 3 3  s  didnt  come  within  mi3 es 
of  us  but  we  coul d  hear  them  quite  distinctly  traveD  3 ing 
over  our  heads  &  bursting  away  in  rear.  They  certain3y 
have  a  mighty  pecu3iar  sound  which  is  mighty  hard  to 


describe  &  not  a  bit  3  ike  anything  I  ever  heard  before. 
It  was  funny.  The  first  one  he  put  over  I  hadnt  the 


faintest  idea  'where  it  was  going  &  I  was  ready  to  crav/3 
through  a  knot  hole  but  after  I  heard  where  it  burst 
I  didnt  mind  the  others  a  bit  for  I  could  tell  by  the 
sound  they  were  all  booked  for  the  same  vicinity  as  the 
last.  I  have  also  seen  a  couple  of  hun  Machines  flying 
over  us  at  a  great  height  while  our  Archies  &  machines 
went  after  them  &  they  both  beat  it  for  home  as  fast  as 


they  could  go.  I  hear  today  though  that  we  got  one  of 
them. 


Hugh  Murray  came  out  of  the  1  ine  the  other  night 
with  a  bit  of  a  cold  but  wil  1  be  jake  in  a  couple  of  days. 
I  was  mighty  glad  to  see  him  again.  He  hasnt  been  able  to 
give  us  any  harrowing  detail s  of  his  experiences  because 
everything  was  very  quiet  &  nothing  unusual  stirring, 
frank  Murphy  has  transferred  from  the  battalion  he  was 
sent  to  &  is  now  with  us.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  just 
reached  us  today,  frank  Ross  is  also  trying  to  work  the 
same  game.  I  sincerely  hope  he  does. 


3. 

This  afternoon  we  had  a  snappy  game  of  has eh a] 3 
against  the  Officers  of  the  ] 3th  &  everyone  was  so  rotten 
that  we  had  a  3  ot  of  fun.  They  won  &  the  score  more  ]  ike 
cricket  was  37-36*  So  you  can  imagine  it  was  some  game, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  my  first  Canadian 
mail  today  which  had  been  forwarded  from  Wit! ey .  They  con¬ 
sisted  of  letters  from  you  &  Father  dated  March  3rd, 30th 
and  33th,  all  of  which  I  was  mighty  glad  to  receive.  Also 
I  got  your  two  wonderful  parcels  from  Michies  containing 
meat,  chocolate,  candy,  coffee, tobacco ,  Biscuits, etc .  Believe 
me  we  had  one  grand  feed  tonight  in  the  mess.  The  tobacco  I 
kept  for  myself  &  also  one  tin  of  Geo  Washington  Coffee  but  I 
let  the  rest  of  the  boys  in  on  the  remainder  A  they  all  told 
me  to  tell  you  it  was  great.  So  I  send  you  the  thanks  of  us 
all  . 

Mow  before  I  close, I  have  been  posted  to  Mo. 2 
Company  under  the  command  of  Capt. Samuels  who  is  a  prince  if 
ever  there  was  one.  He  spoke  to  the  Colonel  for  me  before 
I  arrived  as  Mo. 2  was  Mikes  old  Company  &  so  he  wanted  me 
there.  Everyone  has  been  awfully  decent  L  gave  me  a  warm 
reception.  The  senior  Officers  who  knew  Mike  real  well 
(  &  some  of  the  men  too)  still  talk  about  him  &  what  a  fine 
fellow  &  the  splendid  soldier  he  was.  So  you  see  I  am 
certainly  amongst  friends  here. 

Mow  I’ll  have  much  more  news  for  you  in  my  next 
because  I  ^cpe  by  then  to  have  met  all  the  boys  as  they  are 
due  out  of  the  line  shortly. 

With  ver;y  best  love  &  hoping  you  are  both  in  the 
best  of  health.  Good  night  &  God  Bless  you  both. 

_  Your  loving  Son,  Gerald, 


i 


NOTHING  is  to  be  written  on  this  side  except 
the  date  and  signature  of  the  sender.  Sentences 
not  required  may  be  erased.  If  anything  else  is 
added  the  post  card  will  be  destroyed. 

(Postage  must  be  prepaid  on  any  letter  or  post 
card  addressed  to  the  sender  of  this  card.) 


I  am  quite  well. 

1 -have -teee»-admitted- date-hospital 

(  siefe  )  and  am  going  on  well. 

(  ) 

(  wounded  1  and-hepe-te-tee-disehasged-soen. 

1- am- tee lag- sent -down-  -fee -the -base . 

f  letter  dated  Feb  36  , liar  21  &  24 

I  have  received  your  (  t^Lo-gr-ai^, , _ _ _ _ _ 

(  parcel  ,  ,  Liar ch 

letter  follows  at  first  opportunity. 

1-have -reeeived-ne-letter-frem-yeu 

( lately 

( 

( § er- a- long-time. 


Signature)  'TG.  M.  Malone" 
only  ) 


Pate  22nd  April  1918 


.\?J&QOR'T 

Franco , 

April  26th, 1918. 

My  dear  Father: 

We  have  certainly  teen  busy  this  last  week  &  have 
been  continually  on  the  r^ove  from  one  place  to  another  at 
intervals  of  only  a  day  or  so  &  although  we  are  not  yet  in  the 
line  we  havent  had  much  leizura  time.  We  certainly  are  having 
a  good  time  though  for  outside  of  training  hours  we  have  the 
odd  baseball  games  with  the  13th  Battalion  or  else  inter¬ 
company  games  of  Soccer  at  which  game  our  Company  are  Past 
Masters  &  have  kept  us  all  in  pocket  money.  We  are  certainly 
a  happy  little  family  in  ITo.  2  Company  &  when  we  are  off  duty 
there  is  always  something  doing.  We  also  have  the  best  Mess 
in  the  Country  the  credit  of  which  is  due  to  our  Cook  who  is 
a  holy  wonder.  Honestly  if  we  hand  him  a  couple  of  turnips 
he  will  be  able  to  produce  tomato  soup  or  any  other  darn  thing 
you  can  think  of.  He  certainly  is  a  marvel  and  no  mistake. 

In  fact  his  fame  has  spread  abroad,  for  as  you  know  all  the 
Companies  have  separate  Messes  in  France  even  though  we  are 
all  billeted  in  the  same  Village  &  the  news  has  gone  forth 
as  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  meals  we  serve, so  every 
night  we  have  visitors  from  the  other  Companies.  Col.  Bent 
who  arrived  back  at  the  Battalion  about  a  week  or  so  ago 
got  word  of  the  fact  &  he  has  been  over  for  dinner  twice  with 
us  so  far  &  we  expect  him  tomorrov;  night  again.  I  had  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  meeting  him  before  he  paid  us  his  first 
visit  but  then  he  enquired  after  you  8c  Mother  5b  told  me  about 
receiving  a  wire  from  you  inviting  him  to  visit  86  Queen's  Park 
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but  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  his  stay  in  Canada  he  didn’t 
go  West  at  all.  He  said  that  you  are  to  be  the  first  person  he 

is  going  to  see  when  he  goes  home  again.  He  is  certainly  an 

awfully  nice  man  &  has  gained  a  great  reputation  over  here  as 
a  soldier.  He  got  me  over  in  a  corner  by  ourselves  &  started 
to  talk  about  Maurice  but  he  didn't  get  very  far  because  he 
said  he  really  couldn’t  express  himself  at  all  on  the  subject 
for  he  thought  so  much  of  him  that  nothing  he  could  say  would 
express  his  feelings  as  he  wished.  I  was  very  much  taken  with 
him.  Both  officers  and  men  think  the  world  of  him.  I  have 
been  stopped  by  a  number  of  the  men  (about  10  or  12  anyway) 

&  asked  if  I  were  Mike  Malone's  brother  &  believe  me  you  can 
tell  from  them  what  they  thought  of  him.  I  am  certainly 
tickled  to  death  that  I  am  in  his  old  Company  &  better  still 

I  am  at  present  in  command  of  his  old  Platoon  Ho.  6. 

I  think  that  was  Capt.  Samuel's  doings  &  it  sure  tickled  me 
to  death. 

We  have  been  having  a  jo^ie  time  &  as  I  said  before 
we  are  still  behind  the  lines  but  still  Fritzie  takes  the 
notion  once  in  a  while  to  drop  a  few  odd  pills  into  our 
vicinity  so  we  all  quietly  and  without  loss  of  time  crawl 
into  pur  places  of  abode  underground  amongst  the  ruins  of 
our  Village  &  wait  until  he  is  finished  8c  then  carry  on  again 
with  our  work  in  the  same  old  way.  Once  in  our  quarters  he 
can  shell  us  all  day  8c  night  too  if  he  wants  &  it  wont  worry 
us  in  the  least.  * 

Every  few  nights  we  go  out  on  the  odd  working  party 
but  have  never  been  inconvenienced  at  all  by  the  old  boy,  for 
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which  I  have  been  truly  thankful. 

The  other  day  Capt.  Samuel  sent  me  up  the  line 
to  look  over  a  certain  sector  of  trenches  &  to  make  myself 
familiar  with  them  8 b  believe  me  I  had  a  nice  little  trip. 

I  got  into  the  front  line  &  saw  everything  there  was  to 
he  seen  &  also  got  a  squint  at  Fritisie's  line  from  one  of 
our  advanced  posts.  There  was  nothing  very  thrilling  in 
the  whole  thing  for  it. was  a  lovely  day  &  everything  was 
so  quiet  &  peaceful  that  it  didn't  seem  a  hit  different 
from  the  trenches  near  "ritley  Gamp.  Of  course  every  once 
in  a  while  he  would  heave  one  or  two  over  on  the  next 
Battalion  to  us  hut  that  was  as  far  as  it  went  for  our 
fellows  were  also  doing  the  same  thing  to  him.  It  was 
just  as  though  each  side  were  content  to  sit  still  hut 
at  the  same  time  reminding  each  other  that  each  was  on  the 
job.  I  spent  nearly  the  whole  afternoon  going  over  the 
line  until  I  know  it  by  heart  now.  The  trenches  themselves 
are  good  although  still  a  trifle  muddy  hut  the  dugouts  & 
odd  pill  boxes  are  jqke. 

Bach  night  I  like  to  stand  outside  of  our  domicile 
&  listen  to  the  guns  roaring  away  at  each  other  &  see  the 
odd  very  lights  going  up  (which  by  the  way  are  Fritzie's. 

I  have  not  seen  any  lights  going  up  from  our  lines).  This 
sort  of  thing  goes  on  every  night  as  regular  as  clockwork. 

I  can  tell  almost  to  the  minute  just  when  the  guns  will  open 
up  8c  when  they  will  die  away  again. 

I  must  admit  it  is  fine  to  he  with  the  Battalion 
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over  here.  We  have  ten  times  more  fun  &  much  less  work  than 
we  had  in  England,  That  Reserve  Battalion  stuff  is  certainly 
not  much  good  compared  to  this  life.  It’s  a  whole  lot  easier 
than  one  imagines. 

How  are  you  and  Mother  keeping?  I  suppose  you  are 
getting  pretty  good  weather  by  now  after  your  hard  winter. 

It  is  beautiful  here. 

I  have  received  letters  from  you  both  dated  from 
February  the  26th  to  March  31st  &  they  are  still  coming 
strong.  I  also  received  a  parcel  from  Michies  about  a  week 
ago  which  helped  to  make  a  wonderful  addition  to  our  menu, 
it  was  fine  and  was  appreciated  by  all  the  boys. 

Your  clippings  have  teen  coming  in  regularly  &  you 
may  be  suro  I  read  every  word  of  them  for  Toronto  newspapers 
come  to  hand  in  bunches  &  at  intervals  so  I  get  the  news 
from  the  clippings  a  lot  sooner. 

How  I’ll  write  home  you  may  be  sure  every  chance 
I  get  so  don't  worry  at  all  if  I  happen  to  miss  for  a  day 
or  so  for  we  are  being  kept  continually  on  the  move  &  I  can't 
write  as  often  or  as  regular  as  I'd  like.  But  I  will  throw 
in  the  odd  Field  Post  Card  (Whizz  Bangs  the  boys  call  them) 
just  to  let  you  know  that  everything  is  O.K. 

With  very  best  love  8c  God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 

Gerald. 


U’c.  PtMf/T  DE-  -TOUR, 

France  , 

April  30th.  1918. 


Dear  Mother , 

The  very  night  we  arrived  in  the  line  for  my  first 
tour  I  was  lying  in  my  bunk  at  the  hot tom  of  a  50 1  dug  out 
with  all  my  clothes  on  even  to  my  hoots  &  wrapped  all  up  in 
my  blanket  when  an  orderly  came  in  &  handed  me  your  letter 
dated  April  8th  from  Chicago  containing  your  lucky  piece. 
Heedless  to  say  I  enjoyed  every  word  of  your  letter  &  was 

Cc 

so  glad  to  hear  that  Amy  and  Carrie  were  apinting  old  Chi  a 
crimson  hue.  And  I  het  you  two  had  some  time  together  too. 

As  I’ve  said  before  I'd  hate  like  the  very  dickens  to  be 
trotting  around  with  the  pair  for  I  bet  a  dollar  I’d  get 
pinched  by  the  first  A  P  M  in  sight  for  being  with  a  couple 
of  lunatics.  I'm  mighty  glad  to  hear  that  your  cough  is 
better  &  that  you  are  feeling  fine.  Your  lucky  piece  I  am 
carrying  in  my  pocket  but  it  looks  so  much  like  a  gold  piece 
I’ll  have  to  be  careful  &  not  try  to  pass  it.  Many  thanks 
for  it  just  the  same.  I  also  received  a  letter  from  Father 
by  the  same  mail  dated  April  1st  which  also  made  good  reading 
&  was  most  acceptable.  Tell  him  not  to  worry  any  more  about 
the  threatened  raid  I  was  about  to  make  on  him  in  the  shape 
of  a  draft  because  I  found  that  just  as  I  was  warned  for  France 
my  previous  month's  pay  came  to  hand  so  I  didn't  have  to  draw 
on  him  at  all.  Once  in  France  you  really  don't  need  an  awful 
lot  to  keep  going  on  so  I'm  O.K.  for  the  future.  Thank  him 
for  mo  just  the  same  though. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  in  a  wonderfully  quiet 
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sector  of  the  lino  &  outside  of  a  few  odd  coal  boxes  coming 
over  it  is  as  peaceful  and  restful  as  Woodstock  on  a  busy 
day. 

Fritsie  puts  on  a  wonderful  display  of  fireworks 
for  us  each  evening  just  as  it  "begins  to  get  dark  &  like  a 
good  fellow  keeps  it  up  for  us  all  night  long.  I  guess  he 
must  thihk  we  are  pikers  for  not  giving  him  a  little  return 
but  you  see  we  are  a  Scotch  Battalion  8c  as  his  lights  light 
up  No  Man's  Land  just  as  well  as  ours  could  we  thereby  save 
the  Government  a  little  money.  But  the  Star  Shells  &  flashes 
of  the  guns  really  does  make  rather  a  decent  display  every 
ni  ght  8c  I  enjoy  the  show  very  much.  It  has  the  old  24th  of 
May  shows  beaten  to  a  standstill. 

We  certainly  do  get  to  be  a  dirty  looking  lot  in 
the  line  for  we  can  only  get  up  enough  water  for  drinking 
purposes  so  you  see  as  far  as  washing  and  shaving  is  con¬ 
cerned  it  is  na-poo.  Just  as  soon  as  we  get  out  for  a  rest 
you  can  just  bet  your  life  I  will  hike  for  a  bath  on  the 
double  for  all  the  time  we  are  in  we  don't  remove  any  of  our 
clothes  at  all  but  are  always  ready  at  a  second's  notice  for 
anything  that  may  occur.  Dress  regulations  in  the  line  are 
anything  but  strict.  If  a  man  wears  his  steel  hat  &  carries 
his  rifle  &  ammunition  that  is  all  that  is  necessary.  Some 
of  the  boys  are  wearing  kilts,  others  have  trousers  &  others 
including  myself  are  wearing  shorts  such  as  the  boy  scouts 
parade  in.  We  certainly  are  a  queer  loking  bunch. 

Well  things  are  going  along  nicely  &  I'll  try  and 
write  you  again  before  our  tour  here  is  over  &  let  you  know 
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the  latest  doings. 

With  test  love  to  yourself  and  Father ,&  God  Bless 


you  both. 


Your  loving  Son, 
Gerald* 


P.S.  Will  you  send  me  a  tooth  brush  &  Pebecco  Paste  next 
time  you  write. 


*  y" 

France , 

May  11th ,1918. 

LIy  Dear  Mother. 

Its  getting  to  be  a  pretty  hard  task  to  get  time 
to  write  letters  at  all  these  days  for  we  are  working  our 
heads  off  from  morning  until  night  &  we  get  time  off  for 
meals  &  sleeping  but  thats  about  all.  However  as  tomorrow 
will  be  Sunday  we  get  an  off  day  so  it  doesnf  make  any 
difference  how  late  I  stay  up  tonight  for  I  can  sleep  until 
Monday  morning  if  I  want  to. 

7/s  are  back  behind  the  lines  now  and  training  hard 
for  you  know  after  a  week;s  tour  or  so  in  the  line  everyone 
becomes  more  or  less  slack  &  it  necessitates  the  employment 
of  our  old  friend  Squad  Drill  &  other  kindred  subjects  to 
make  us  look  like  soldiers  again.  I  wrote  you  last  time  from 
the  line  but  I  didn't  get  the  chance  to  drop  you  another  line 
before  coming  out. 

7/6  didn't  have  any  real  excitement  during  our  tour 
for  things  were  very  very  quiet  which  certainly  made  a  nice 
breaking  in  at  front  line  work  for  me.  To  tell  you  the  truth 
I  nevsr  realized  before  how  timid  the  Hun  really  is.  He  may 
be  all  right  when  he  hunts  in  packs  but  as  an  individual  I 
firmly  believe  he  has  no  heart  at  all.  There  is  no  doubt  he 
has  a  great  respect  for  the  Canadian  Corps  for  which  I  dont 
blame  him  because  we  can  hold  our  own  with  the  best  in  this 
country  to-day.  I  say  he  is  timid  because  every  night  we 
lived  in  Ho  Man's  Land  during  the  whole  tour  &  do  you  think 
.Fritsie  put  in  an  appearance.  ITo  chance.  He  sat  right  in  his 


little  old  dug  outs  &  didn't  show  his  face.  The  Canadians  over¬ 
run  Ho  Man's  Land  when  in  the  line  &  we  claim  its  ours  8c  he 
didn't  dispute  the  fact  8c  never  will  unless  hacked  to  the  limit 
with  men,  machine  guns  &  artillery.  As  sure  as  the  Lord  made 
little  apples  we  are  going  to  trim  the  tar  out  of  him  before 
very  long, for  he  is  losing  too  many  men  to  keep  up  his  offensive 
very  long  now  «  then  look  out  for  fireworks. 

I  was  mighty  glad  however  when  our  tour  was  finished 
for  I  certainly  did  need  a  hath  hut  outside  of  that  one  fact 
we  were  just  as  comfortable  8c  ate  as  well  as  any  place  I  know. 

It  was  a  regular  home.  Of  course  it  felt  mighty  good  though 
to  get  my  hoots  off  again  for  one  thing  we  never  do  in  the  line 
is  to  take  off  any  clothes  for  on  the  job  at  a  second's  notice 
is  the  rule. 

Since  corning  out  this  trip  I  was  in  one  of  the  french 
cities  8c  be!ieve  me  its  a  darn  shame  what  war  means  to  the 
inhabitants  of  such  places.  Most  of  their  worldly  possessions 
left  behind  when  they  had  to  beat  it  8c  the  houses  &  public 
buildings  &  Churches  8c  in  fact  the  whole  place  practically 
shot  full  of  holes  like  a  doughnut.  Believe  me  its  fierce 
8c  I'd  hate  to  see  our  country  in  the  same  condition. 

At  present  we  are  in  a  joke  spot  away  behind  the 
lines  8c  no  more  like  war  than  if  is  in  England.  Bight  in 
our  Gamp  8c  in  fact  about  twenty  five  yards  from  this  hut  is 
an  immense  Y.d.C.A.  Hut  where  the  boys  are  busy  right  now 
giving  themselves  a  concert.  Me  also  have  moving  pictures 
every  night  Sc  we  see  our  friends  Charlie  Chaplin,  Mary  Bickford 
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8c  that  gang  whenever  we  take  the  notion.  The  Movies  here  are 
the  "best  I’ve  seen  since  I  left  Toronto  8c  make  those  in  England 
look  sick. 

Tomorrow  we  have  a  big  day  ahead  of  us.  Our  Battalion 
Foot  Ball  Team  are  playing  the  14th  Battalion  &  then  our  Of  leers 
ore  tackling  the  13th  Officers  at  Baseball.  Those  two  events 
will  keep  us  going.  We  are  having  Battalion  sports  on  Tuesday 
&  Brigade  sports  on  Thursday  so  v/e  have  a  big  week  ahead  of  us. 
Thero  is  no  reason  why  I  wont  be  able  to  write  you  a  couple  of 
times  during  the  week  &  let  you  know  how  things  are  going. 

I  hope  you  had  a  good  time  in  Chicago  with  Carrie 
which  no  doubt  you  did.  I  also  hope  you  &  Paw  are  enjoying 
the  best  of  health  &  having  a  good  time. 

With  very  best  love  8:  God  Bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son, 

Gerald 


Sunday 
May  12th. 

At  Church  Parade  we  celebrated  Mothers  Bay  8c  the 
Padre  insists  that  we  all  write  home  today.  However  I  beat 
him  to  if  last  night. 


Franco , 


May  20th,  1918. 


My  Doar  Father, 

Since  I  last  wrote  you  we  have  changed  our  hunting 
grounds  again  tut  instead  of  going  tack  in  the  line  we  have 
teen  moving  in  the  opposite  direction  &  are  now  a  whole  day's 
march  nearer  Gitralter.  I  cant  tell  you  very  much  in  a  letter 
tut  I  really  think  we  wont  see  the  line  again  for  a  few  weeks 
more  for  we  are  now  down  to  intensified  training  which  is  hound 
to  keep  us  tusy  for  some  time  at  least.  By  Jove  this  is  a 
wonderful  piece  of  country  here.  We  are  miles  behind  the  lines 
&  only  at  intervals  can  we  hear  the  artillery  booming  away  in 
the  distance.  Otherwise  everything  is  so  peaceful  that  it  is 
hard  to  believe  that  a  war  is  going  on  a  few  miles  away.  We 
are  billetted  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque  little  farming 
Villages  I  ever  was  in  where  the  inhabitants  are  all  farmers 
8c  all  day  long  we  can  see  the  old  men  ,  the  youngsters  &  the 
women  working  to  beat  the  band  in  all  the  fields.  Believe  me 
a  more  prosperous  looking  sector  would  be  mighty  hard  to  find 
anywhere  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  work  the  land  with  the 
most  antiquated  implements  &  machinery  I  ever  saw.  But  still 
they  get  the  results.  To  make  everything  seem  better  we  have 
been  having  the  most  wonderful  weather  imaginable.  Old  Sol 
is  working  his  head  off  just  like  every  one  else  in  this  country 
&  as  a  consequence  all  the  trees  and  hedges  are  in  full  bloom. 

So  in  the  evenings  after  the  days  work  it  isn't  a  bit  hard  to 
lie  down  in  the  fields  and  imagine  yourself  home  again.  We  are 
all  having  a  simply  wonderful  time  here  8c  I  sincerely  hope  we 
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keep  up  the  good  work  for  some  time  to  come  anyway. 

The  inhabitants  here  are  a  funny  crowd  &  we  have  been 
having  wonderful  chances  to  improve  our  French.  Mine  however 
I  have  come  to  the  onclusion  is  far  beyond  improving  for  the 
more  I  talk  the  blinking  language  the  less  I  know.  Personally 
I  think  the  troops  have  put  the  language  on  the  bum  for  unless 
you  know  Tommy’s  idioms  etc.  you  are  sure  na  poo , when  it  comes 
to  trying  to  understand  what  its  all  about.  The  Tommies  are 
certainly  wonderful.  You  should  hear  them  talking  French.  Its 
a  scream  &  they  honestly  think  they  know  all  there  is  to  know 
about  it  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  his  French  is  terrible  what 
there  is  of  it  &  the  remainder  is  in  English  but  he  gets  along 
fine  by  making  signs. 

Just  while  I'm  on  the  subject  I  had  to  laugh  at  Sammy 
the  other  day  (I  think  I  told  you  Capt.  Samuel  is  my  Coy  Com¬ 
mander  ).  The  batman  had  been  trying  for  about  ten  minutes  to 
explain  to  Madame  that  they  wanted  something  to  wash  the  dishes 
in  but  it  was  of  no  use  for  she  couldn’t  "compree".  Finally 
they  told  Sammy  that  they  couldn jt  make  her  understand.  He 
called  them  a  bunch  of  silly  idiots  &  took  on  the  job  himself. 
He  said  "Madame  Avez  vous  something  to  wash  dishes  in"  &  then 
he  went  through  a  bunch  of  motions  with  his  hands  as  though  he 
were  washing  dishes.  After  a  few  minutes  of  the  same  stuff  & 
saying  the  same  thing  over  &  over  again  &  finally  yelling  it 
at  her  she  in  some  unaccountable  manner  got  wise  Sc  brought  in 
a  dish  pan.  Gee  he  was  proud  of  his  French  for  the  rest  of  the 
day. 

last  night  we  were  all  out  for  a  walk  &  caught  up  to  a 
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girl.  One  of  the  boys  as  per  custom  said  "Hello  Madamoselle 
comment  allez  vous,  tres  bien?"  She  looked  at  him  in  disgust 
&  said  "Say  quit  your  kidding. "  I  guess  the  Canadians  have 
been  here  before  us.  It  certainly  sounded  funny  though. 

I  have  received  about  four  letters  from  you  yesterday 

&  today  also  one  from  Prank  dated  around  the  24th  to  29th  of 

April  &  they  certainly  made  good  reading.  I  laughed  at  Frank’s 

would 

desciiption  of  you  and  Mother  driving  the  Ford  &  i/certainly 
love  to  have  seen  the  fun.  I  suppose  now  that  Mother  has 
bought  a  Sedan  she  will  be  galavanting  all  over  the  country, 
fell  her  not  to  be  reckless  8c  above  all  keep  out  of  the  Police 
Court  for  speeding. 

I  also  received  your  clippings  of  three  different  dates 
which  were  full  of  good  reading  &  much  enjoyed. 

The  last  week  has  been  a  mighty  good  one  for  us  all  for 
we  held  our  Battalion  sports  one  day  &  Brigade  sports  the  next. 
The  feature  of  the  latter  was  a  ball  game  between  the  13th  &  our 
Battalion  in  which  we  won  out  12-6  and  at  the  same  time  almost 
broke  them.  However  the  Officers'  Ball  Game  the  next  day  between 
the  same  Battalions  finished  the  job  for  we  won  13-12  &  now  they 
are  entirely  bankrupt  &  can’t  play  us  again  until  pay  day  at  the 
first  of  next  month.  Oh  we  have  had  a  great  time  since  we  came 
out  of  the  line  two  weeks  ago.  It  is  so  good  I'm  praying  that 
it  will  last. 

How  I'm  away  to  bed  for  we  all  have  to  be  on  the  move  to 
our  training  area  at  3  A.M.  tomorrow  &  as  its  after  10  now  I'm 

afraid  its  up  to  me  to  beat  it  or  I'll  be  a  dead  one  tomorrow. 

With  best  love  to  Mother  &  yourself. 

Good  night  8c  God  Bless  you. 
mur  loving  Son, 

Gerald. 
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Prance , 


May  26th, 1918. 


Dear  Pather, 

Sunday  again  and  as  it  should  he  &  very  seldom  is 
over  here  a  day  of  rest.  Generally  by  a  strange  coincidence 
Sunday  has  been  our  day  for  moves  for  v/e  always  seem  to  move 
to  another  tom  whenever  Sunday  comes  along,  and  that  means 
instead  of  sleeping  until  about  9.30  &  having  breakfast  in 
bed  (?)  we  have  reveille  pulled  on  us  about  4  A.M.  However 
this  week  we  beat  them  to  it  &  made  our  get  away  from  the 
little  Village  we  were  billeted  in  on  Saturday  so  there  has 
been  nothing  for  U3  to  do  all  day  today  outside  of  Church 
parade  except  rest  &  play  ball. 

We  are  now'  in  another  sector  of  the  country  altogether 
but  still  miles  behind  the  line  &  with  no  word  at  all  w/hen  we 
are  to  go  up  forward  again.  They  can't  make  me  a  bit  mad 
even  if  we  stay  around  these  parts  for  the  next  month  for  this 
is  a  little  bit  of  heaven. 

We  held  Church  parade  this  morning  out  in  an  orchard 
where  the  trees  are  in  full  bloom  &  the  grass  &  flowers  cover 
the  whole  country  side.  We  had  a  fifteen  minute  sermon  “  then 
a  little  talk  from  General  Macdonnell  our  Divisional  Commander 
&  then  we  dismissed  for  the  day. 

Right  after  dinner  my  Platoon  challenged  the  Officers 
of  the  Company  to  a  game  of  ball  which  we  had  the  nerve  to 
accept  &  as  a  consequence  we  got  the  tar  knocked  out  of  us. 

So  I  had  to  stake  the  boys  to  the  odd  bucket  of  beer  for  their 
efforts  Sc  as  sort  of  repayment  for  wasting  a  good  hour  &  a  half 
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of  their  precious  time.  Thank  the  Lord  I’ll  he  Orderly  Officer 
tomorrow  &  I  wont  he  on  parade  with  the  Platoon  for  they  would 
make  my  life  a  hell  for  I've  been  kidding  them  about  their 
rotten  hall  team  for  the  past  week.  It  serves  me  right  too 
hut  how  the  deuce  was  I  to  know  that  our  Officers  as  hall 
players  would  make  better  plumbers.  The  next  time  we  play 
though  I'm  going  to  get  a  hunch  of  ringers  in  &  we'll  trim 
the  tripe  out  of  them. 

After  out  encounter  the  Battalion  team  trimmed  the 
Brigade  Headquarters  team  &  then  our  Company  Soccer  team, which 
have  yet  to  lose  a  game  since  I  joined  the  Battalion, walloped 
our  H.  Q.  team  all  over  the  lot.  Immediately  I  got  hack  all 
I  lost  to  my  hoys  for  beer  Sc  some  interest  besides,  so  I  think 
it  has  been  a  very  successful  day. 

This  is  a  joke  war  behind  the  lines  Sc  everyone  is 
getting  as  fat  as  a  pig  living  on  real  cream  Sc  milk  Sc  eggs  Sc 
chicken  Sc  the  Lord  knows  what  all.  When  we  have  to  go  hack 
to  Bully  Beef  it's  going  to  he  an  awful  shock  to  our  stomachs. 

Colonel  Bent  Sc  Major  Forbes  were  in  for  dinner  with 
us  the  other  night  (for  as  you  know  we  run  Company  Messes  out 
here)  and  we  all  spent  a  grand  evening  together.  The  Colonel 
says  whenever  he  wants  a  good  meal  now  he  is  coming  to  Ho.  2 
Company  &  I  don’t  blame  him  for  we  have  a  professional  chef  & 
he's  a  v/onder. 

The  Colonel  is  a  great  old  scout  Sc  when  you  get  him 
out  of  the  ordinary  routine  such  as  parades  etc. when  he  is 
always  the  Colonel,  he  becomes  one  of  the  boys  Sc  still  remains 


the  Colonel.  He  is  sure  a  wonder.  He  has  always  been 
awfully  nice  with  me  &  just  the  other  day  he  called  me  aside 
when  I  was  monkeying  about  with  my  Platoon  to  show  me  one  of 
the  watches  you  gave  to  the  men  in  Maurice's  Platoon  &  the 
engraving  on  it,  which  the  B.3.M.  was  wearing.  He  also  got 
the  Pipe  Major  to  bring  out  his  silver  mounted  Pipe  and  let 
me  look  at  them.  They  certainly  are  lovely  Pipes,  the  best 
by  far  in  the  Battalion  and  we  have  about  24  Pipers  too. 

Every  time  we  play  ball  against  the  15th  Officers 
our  Colonel  is  always  on  the  job  rooting  away  like  a  good  one 
for  us,  &  when  we  win  he  is  just  as  pleased  as  we  are. 

Major  Forbes  too.  He  is  a  true  sport  right  from  the  drop  of 
the  hat  &  his  rooting  has  got  more  than  one  Pitcher  up  in 
the  air  for  us.  They  are  both  darn  fine  men  &  wonderful 
soldiers  too. 

I  could  go  on  writing  pages  &  pages  about  our  other 
Officers,  Major  Girvan  &  Sammy  &  others  but  it  would  take  too 
long  so  I  wont.  But  I'll  just  say  we  have  a  real  Battalion 
here  &  will  give  account  of  ourselves  some  of  these  fine  days. 
The  men  are  in  absolutely  the  best  of  spirits  Sc  are  really 
anxious  to  get  another  whack  at  the  Bosche  &  that  is  just  how 
confident  we  all  feel  as  to  the  outcome  ultimately.  Believe 
me  there  isn't  a  better  corps  in  France  today  than  the  Canadians 
8c  that  is  no  nightmare  either.  I  know  what  I'm  talking  about. 

We  had  rather  a  quiet  24th  for  it  rained  heavily  all 
day  which  kept  the  men  in  their  barracks  and  other  billets 
but  we  have  been  having  wonderful  weather  before  &  since  then. 
Real  scorching  hot  days  which  burn  the  old  stiffness  out  of  the 
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joints  Sc  make  us  feel  like  a  crowd  of  three  year  olds 


How  are  you  Sc  Mother  getting  along?  I  hope  you 
are  enjoying  the  very  best  of  good  health  &  having  real 
decent  weather.  How  is  tho  Ford  Sedan  coming  along?  Yes 
I  am  just  looking  forward  to  that  Roadster  when  I  get  home 
Sc  then  we'll  show  Judge  Morson  the  proper  way  to  go  to  the 
races  again. 

With  best  love  8c  God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 

Gerald. 


Franco  , 


Juno  3rd, 1918. 


L ly  Dear  Mother  . 

Hero  wo  are  still  out  of  the  line  ft  enjoying 
beautiful  sunnier  weather  ft  a  glorious  rest.  Well  it  really 
isn't  such  a  great  rest  for  we  are  working  our  heads  off 
every  morning  but  we  make  up  for  that  as  we  have  every  after¬ 
noon  devoted  to  sports  ft  believe  me  we  all  enjoy  that  part 
of  the  programme.  Baseball  ft  football  are  the  two  big  games 
ft  every  afternoon  you  can  see  the  whole  Battalion  taking  part 
in  the  spofcts  ft  raising  an  awful  row  with  their  rooting 
especially  at  the  ball  games.  The  rooting  is  wonderful  for 
as  Major  Forbes  says  the  men  all  speak  a  different  language 
but  they  all  swear  the  same,  and  believe  me  whenever  any  one 
pulls  a  bone  head  p^ay  there  is  no  scarcity  of  language  used. 
The  boys  are  all  great  fans  ft  they  will  bet  on  any  game  at  all. 
Generally  the  money  lasts  about  a  day  ft  a  half  after  pay  day 
especially  if  there  are  any  egg  ft  chip  estimates  around  for 
it  all  goes  on  their  stomachs  but  when  a  ball  game  starts  they 
will  bet  what  money  thary  have  left.  The  other  day  our  Officers 
played  the  16th  Battalion  Officers  ft  before  the  game  started 
two  of  my  men  told  me  we  had  to  win  because  they  had  bet  their 
supper  rations  on  the  game.  I  think  those  boys  were  true 
sportsmen  to  bet  their  meals  on  us  for  at  the  best  we  are  the 
greatest  in  ft  outers  you  ever  saw.  One  day  we  are  marvels  ft 
the  next  a  bunch  of  dubs.  I  am  thankful  to  say  however  for 
their  sake  we  managed  to  win  quite  easily  16-7, so  I  guess 
a  couple  of  men  in  the  16th  went  hungry  that  night. 


Today  has  teen  a  wonderful  day  for  the  men  he  cause 
first  of  all  they  got  paid  last  night  Sc  today  the  Battalion 
football  team  beat  the  13th  team  5-2  &  then  we  trimmed  their 
Officers  ball  team  14-13.  Needless  to  say  all  the  boys  are 
very  wealthy  today  &  have  promised  to  give  the  13th  a  chance 
to  get  it  back  as  soon  as  they  got  their  next  pay.  The  ball 
game  certainly  was  a  corker.  The  13th  had  us  beaten  three 
sepatate  times  but  we  always  managed  to  tighten  up  &  stick 
in  the  game  Sc  when  the  last  innings  came  along  we  just 
managed  to  win  by  a  whisker.  It  was  some  game  &  we  had  both 
Battalions  on  the  side  lines  rooting  their  heads  off. 

We  are  certainly  having  a  grand  time  these  days. 

It  is  a  regular  picnic  here  behind  the  lines  compared  with 
the  life  we  led  in  England.  We  only  work  about  one  half  as 
hard  &  have  all  sorts  of  time  to  ourselves  these  days.  I 
haven't  seen  a  newspaper  for  days  Sc  I  haven't  the  faintest 

idea  how  the  old  war  is  going  on.  Nobody  here  is  worrying 
over  the  final  result  Sc  I  think  it  would  help  a  whole  lot  if 
the  people  at  home  Sc  in  England  would  take  a  few  lessons  from 
the  boys  over  here  &  not  get  their  wind  up  over  a  few  reverses. 
We  are  not  worrying  about  anything  at  present  except  the 
question  whether  our  Battalion  is  going  to  be  good  enough  to 
trim  the  13th  when  we  meet  next  week  again. 

This  is  quite  a  different  June  3rd  than  it  was  two 
years  ago.  I  know  how  you  Sc  Father  must  be  feeling  today  & 

I  certainly  have  been  thinking  of  you  both  at  home  &  sincerely 
trust  you  are  enjoying  the  best  of  health.  I  have  never  as  yet 
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had  a  chance  to  visit  poor  Maurice's  grave  for  we  are  still  a 
long  distance  from  it  &  in  an  altogether  different  sector  of 
the  front  but  if  I  ever  get  the  chance  I'll  most  certainly  let 
you  know  all  about  it. 

Just  no v/  I  ara  billeted  in  a  French  farm  house  amidst 
the  most  beautiful  surroundings.  I  have  a  room  on  the  ground 
floor  (the  only  floor  in  the  place)  &  on  looking  out  of  the 
window  I  can  see  the  chickens  &  the  kids, who  are  jabbering  awa y 
in  French,  playing  in  the  inevitable  manure  pile  in  the  farm 
yard.  It  seems  to  be  a  healthy  spot  for  the  pigs,  chickens  & 
kids  are  fat  &  evidently  enjoy  it.  At  night  time  when  it  is 
hot  I  know  I  am  not  sleeping  in  a  florist's  shop  but  still 
its  pretty  joke  just  the  same.  The  other  day  the  pile  got 
pretty  low  8c  I  had  hopes  of  a  clean  sweep  but  the  next  night 
I  was  relieved  to  find  they  had  replenished  the  stock  with  a 
couple  of  more  cart  loads.  It  would  certainly  do  Uncle  Jim's 
heart  good  to  S90  the  sight.  There  is  enough  here  now  to  fill 
five  of  his  gardens  &  Madame  tells  me  there  is  more  on  the  way* 

Hone  of  us  have  received  Canadian  mail  now  for  three 
weeks  &  we  hear  rumours  that  one  was  lost  on  the  way  over.  I 
hope  not.  But  I  gusrss  there  will  be  one  any  day  now. 

Well  I  oust  stop  nov/  as  my  semi-annual  bath  is  quite 
ready.  You  ought  to  see  it.  I  don't  know  what  the  deuce  it  is 
used  for  but  it  is  an  overgrown  flower  vase  which  stands  about 
5'  high  8c  made  of  heavy  iron.  The  Batman  with  the  aid  of  Madame 
8c  her  staff  have  just  brought  it  in  but  I  can't  get  in  to  it  until 
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they  find  a  step  ladder  for  me.  Then  I'll  have  to  get  the 
Batman  to  hold  it  steady  so  I  wont  fall  over.  I’m  going 
to  have  a  great  time  tonight. 

With  very  best  love  &  God  Bless  both  you  &  Father. 

Your  loving  Son. 

Gerald. 


» 


France , 


June  20th, 193 S. 


My  Dear  Mother, 

I  am  simply  swamped  with  mai3  from  home  today 
&  I  hardly  know  what  to  say  first.  I  guess  I  *  11  line  up 
a31  my  mai3  first  &  acknowledge  receipt  of  same  before  I 
forget  what  I  did  get  for  its  eas£  to  overlook  a  eoup3 e 
of  important  items  in  the  crowd. 

1.  35  Toronto  Globes 

2.  4  bundles  of  Toronto  Y/eek3ies. 

3.  3  box  of  Sideboard  Cookies 

4.  3  box  of  assorted  chewing  gums 

choco3ates  &  cookies. 

5*  3  tin  of  map3e  syrup 

6.  3  box  containing  handkerchiefs, 

2  pr  socks  with  48th  Dicing 

7.  3  box  of  tooth  paste, tooth  brushes, camphor 

baJls  &  another  pair  of  socks.  •, 

8.  1  circu3ar  3etter  from  Zet3 and 

9.  Patch  of  c3ippings  dated  May  20th. 

30.  4  Magazines. 

33.  Letters  from  you  &  Father  dated  May  3  9th, 

May  23rd  and  May  26th. 

and  outside  of  a  coup3e  of  3etters  from  you  a  few  days 
ago,  I  think  that  is  the  3ot. 

It  certainly  is  no  wonder  the  postman  has 
cursed  me  up  &  down  for  breaking  his  back.  It  has  been 
a  3ong  time  since  we  received  Canadian  Mail  but  I 
warned  everyone  that  when  it  did  come  I'd  get  a  corker  & 

I  did.  It  was  certain3y  a  wonderfu3  mail  &  outside  of 
the  letters  which  are  always  the  best  of  a33  the  socks 
are  the  best  of  the  bunc&.  They  are  certainly  grand 
socks  &  the  dice  on  top  certain3y  is  we3  3  done  &  has  taken 
the  eye  of  everyone  who  has  seen  them.  The  good  o3 d  cookies 
arrived  in  fine  condition  but  at  the  present  minute  dont  3 00k 
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as  if  they' 13  last  very  3  ong  as  the  "boys  are  making  an  av/ful 
hole  in  them*  Many  thanks  for  the  Handier  chiefs  &  Tooth 
Brushes  &  paste*  They  are  exact] y  the  things  I  do  need 
badly  &have  come  just  at  the  right  minute,  I  am  sure  1*13 
have  enough  reading  matter  to  last  me  forever  now* 

Y/ell  here  we  are  carrying  on  in  the  same  old 
style  behind  the  lines.  It  has  been  a  wonderful  rest  for 
the  boys  &  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  battalion. 

We  dont  know  ho?/  long  it  v/ill.  last  but  as  yet  we  have  no 
news  of  moving  up  forward*  Ho  one  is  objecting  an  a?/ful 
lot  you  may  be  sure.  We  have  been  very  luck^y  for  ail  these 
weeks  of  rest  we  have  been  having  the  most  beautiful  weather 
imaginable  with  only  just  enough  rain  to  keep  things  pleasant. 
May  the  good  work  continue. 

We  had  a  picture  taken  of  the  officers  a  few  weeks 
ago  Sc  I  expect  to  get  some  in  a  few  days  &  ?/hen  I  do  1*31 
send  it  al ong  to  you* 

Talking  about  pictures  I'm  glad  you  liked  the 
ones  Jessie  sent  you  S:  I'm  ^ad  you  distributed  them  as 
you  did.  As  far  as  the  extra  one  is  concerned, give  it  to 
anyone  you  like.  That  goes  with  me  all  right. 

We  have  been  having  a  great  time  this  last  week. 
Sports  every  afternoon.  Cur  football  &  baseball  teams  ?/on 
the  Brigade  Championships  v/hile  our  Officers  ball  team 
?/ere  beaten  by  the  3  3th  in  a  usually  close  game. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  Battalion  Ball  Team 
played  the  1st  Battalion  for  the  Championship  of  the  Division. 
I  had  hard  luck  in  that  game  for  I  was  as  usual  playing  Second 
Base  &  the  first  ball  of  the  game  v/as  hit  al  ong  the  ground 
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towards  me.  I  wentsjfter  it  instead  of  being  an  easy  out 
the  thing  took  a  bad  top  &  caught  me  square  in  the  right]  am£. 

I  thought  I  had  Host  my  eye  for  sure  for  the  ball  was 
travel 3  ing  some  at  the  time  but  no  luck  at  all*  It  cut  my 
head  a  bit  &  my  eye  puffed  up  so  that  I  coul dnt  see  out 
of  the  thing  so  I  had  to  quit  the  game*  Major  Gardner  who 
used  to  be  M  0  of  the  IJth  in  Mikes  time  was  present  &  fied 
up  my  eye  right  away.  How  the  swelling  has  all  gone  down  & 
my  eye  is  open  again  but  Doc  Gardner  kept  me  around  the 
Field  Ambulance  for  a  couple  of  days  just  to  make  sure  that 
my  sight  was  all  right.  So  today  I  came  back  to  the  battalion 
feeling  jake  also  but  my  old  lamp  is  still  pretty  black 
otherwise  OK. 

The  Divisional  Sports  were  held  in  a  little  French 
Village  on  Monday  &  we  had  a  grand  day.  It  was  like  a  three 
ring  circus  it  kept  you  busy  trying  to  ?/atch  everything  going 
on.  On  the  track  they  were  holding  races,  &  out  on  the  field 
there  was  Boxing, Wrest]  ing  &  Indoor  Baseball  all  going  on  at 
once.  There  was  a  terrific  crowd  present,  &  it  looked  just 
like  Toronto  to  see  all  the  familiar  faces.  I  ran  into 
hundreds  of  Toronto  boys  I  havent  seen  for  years.  I  raninto 
Lin  Wright,  Jamie  Aul d, Wal tarn,  Ted  Gordon, Frank  Boss  &  oh  Lord 
dozens  of  others  I  cant  think  of  for  the  minute.  It  was 
great  to  see  all  the  boys. 

Corps  Sports  are  being  held  in  the  same  Village 
on  Dominion  Day  &  if  I  can  you  bet  I’ll  be  present.  It  will 
be  too  good  a  show  to  miss. 

I  have  been  greatly  amused  to  hear  of  the  exploits 
of  Elias  &  Amelia  in  the  Tin  Lizzie.  Before  long  I  *31  be 
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reading  of  you  pulling  off  circus  stunts,  rounding  comers 
on  one  wheel  &  ajl  the  rest  of  it.  I  suppose  you  will  be 
spending  a33  your  spare  time  now  in  the  bach  yard  with  a 
broom  cleaning  o3d  JLiz  just  as  you  threatened  to  do  before 
we  got  our  Cadillac* 

Thanhs  for  the  Camphor  bags.  Judging  from  the 
way  I  feel  right  now  I’m  thinhing  I’ll  be  needing  them. 

Its  either  the  Camphor  or  a  bath  and  as  I  have  never  tried 
camphor  before  If33  give  it  a  work  out.  Baths  are  cheap 
anyhow* 

Te33  Bather  I  ran  into  Steve  Maybee  the  old  1 5th 
Paymaster  who  was  anxiously  enquiring  about  both  of  you  & 
wished  me  to  convey  his  very  best  to  you  both* 

I  suppose  you  know  Col .Bent  has  received  a  C.M.G* 
just  a  few  days  ago.  As  we  were  all  going  down  to  his  Quarters 
the  other  night  to  congratulate  him  I  si ippad  into  a  manure 
heap  &  so  missed  a  perfectly  good  party.  Rotten  luck  eh? 

Bather’s  picture  of  the  48th  dinner  showed  a  3 ot 
of  familiar  faces.  It  must  have  been  a  great  party. 

Must  quit  now. 

With  best  love  &  God  bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 

G-eral  d. 


France , 

June  24th | 19l6« 


My  dear  Father, 

Your  letters  have  been  pouring  in  for  fair 
these  3ast  few  days,  the  3atest  of  which  is  dated  June  3rd 
taking  on3y  38  days  to  get  here.  That  is  certainly  some 
speed  a33  right* 

I  am  g3ad  to  hear  that  you  &  Mother  are 
getting  so  adept  at  driving  the  Ford.  I  guess  there 
wi3  3  be  no  ho3ding  either  of  you  now  with  joy  rides  every 
night* 

We  are  sti3  3  on  our  marve3  3ous  rest.  Something 
unknown  heretofore  in  the  history  of  the  battalion*  Heedless 
to  say  we  are  making  the  very  best  of  it  &  while  we  train 
in  the  mornings  we  have  every  afternoon  off  for  sports 
of  which  everyone  takes  fu33  advantage.  The  battalion  is 
certainly  in  wonderful  shape  now*  Everyone  is  fu!3  of  pep 
&  ginger  &  I  know  we  can  aJ3  3ick  our  weight  in  wi3 d  cats. 

I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  the  night  before 
3ast  that  our  o3 d  Co3 one3 , Armour  Mi33er,  had  been  very 
serious3y  wounded  a  fe?/  days  ago  &  that  chances  for  recovery 
was  very  s3ight.  Hov/ever  I  have  just  received  a  note  from 
Stoney  Lougheed  who  says  he  saw  him  in  the  hospital  which, 
by  the  way  is  one  of  the  best  in  Fiance,  and  whi3e  he  is 
in  a  very  bad  way  every  day  he  3ives  gives  him  an  additiona3 
100^  chance  of  recovery.  I  certainly  hope  he  pu31s  through 
a3 3  right  for  he  has  certain3y  shown  that  he  has  the  right 
stuff  in  him  &  has  made  good  out  here  in  France.  He  came 
out  as  a  supernumerary  Major  when  he  cou3d  easi3y  have  gone 
home  to  Canada  &  I  be3 ieve  got  rather  a  rough  ride  with  the 
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"battalion  he  joined  hut  in  spite  of  all  he  took  a  platoon 

over  the  top  &  showed  a3  3  hinds  of  nerve,  I  think  he 
deserves  great  credit  &  so  do  a3  3  the  o3d  hoys  here,  I 

would  3 ove  to  get  the  chance  to  see  him  hut  the  chances 
are  s3im  for  I’m  not  within  mi3es  of  his  hospital. 

Cur  hatta3ion  footba33  team  fina33y  won  the 
DivisionaJ  Championship  after  two  very  hard  games  with 
Bart  Rodgers  Bn  the  first  one  a  draw  2-2  &  the  3ast  one 
3-0,  The  first  game  was  a  corker  &  the  fie3d  before 
the  game  reminded  me  of  Port  Erie  Race  Track in  its 
pa3my  days.  There  must  have  been  thousands  of  francs 
bet  on  the  game.  It  sure  was  a  thri33er  because  we  on3y 
scored  the  goal  that  tied  up  the  match  when  there  was  on3y 
30  seconds  to  go.  We  are  a33  getting  to  be  great  soccer 
fans  now  &  expect  to  understand  the  fine  points  of  the 
game  before  very  3ong.  The  team  plays  off  in  a  few  days 
now  for  the  Canadian  Corps  Championship  &  I'd  certain3y 
3  ike  to  see  the  boys  come  through. 

How  is  everything  going  on  at  home?  I  hope  you 
are  a33  wel3  &  enjoying  yourse3ves  to  the  utmost. 

With  best  3  ove  tc  you  both.  C-ood  night  &  God 

Your  3 oving  Son, 

Gera3  d. 


B3ess  You. 
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My  dear  Mother, 


£  T  i)  s£  '  >  •' 

Trance , June  27th, l$lu, 

I  got  quite  a  pleasant  surprise  today  when 
the  mail  came  along  for  I  received  three  letters,  one  from 
yourself  and  two  from  Father  dated  June  &  9th,  There 
is  evidently  nothing  very  much  wrong  with  the  mail  service 
from  Canada  to  Engl  and  at  that  rate.  Yesterday  I  received 
a  parcel  from  Michies  which  had  been  formerly  sent  to 
Douglas  Ellis,  The  contents  were  simply  fine  and  v/e  had 
a  great  feed  on  the  verandah  of  our  chateau.  Some  class  to 
us  all  right.  ¥e  have  been  moved  to  another  village  much 
nearer  the  line  but  not  a  bit  more  exciting  than  when  we 
were  away  in  the  back  areas.  But  we  are  just  as  comfortable 
as  ever  &  the  different  company  officers  are  all  living 
together.  At  present  we  are  all  living  in  a  chateau  & 
naturally  having  the  time  of  our  lives. 

In  our  front  yard  a  battery  of  Imperial  artillery- 
are  billeted  §nd  they  have  the  time  of  their  lives  watching 
us  each  evening  playing  the  goat  in  the  court  yard,  ?re  go 
out  &  do  working  parties  in  the  morning  where  we  all  pitch 
in  dig  trenches  etc, to  beat  the  band.  Wq  generally  return 
to  our  billets  about  noon  2c  then  have  the  rest  of  the  day 
to  ourselves.  In  theevenings  immediately  after  supper  the 
fun  commences.  The  officers  generally  feel  pretty  good 
after  a  good  meal  so  I  got  them  playing  "Old  Sow”  last  night 
2c  from  the  row  we  created  the  whole  battalion  gathered  around 
in  about  two  minutes  2c  cheered  uson.  The  other  night  we 
had  a  game  of  ten  pins  with  the  aid  of  empty  shell  casings 
2c  an  in  do  Dr  baseball.  This  was  also  a  howling  success  especially 
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for  the  house  who  made  the  boohs  &  collected  the  money. 

The  artillerymen  te3  3  us  they  have  3 earn t  a  lot  of 

new  games  now  since  being  near  the  Canadians.  They  certainly 

think  weare  a  damned  queer  crowd. 

Our  battalion  football  team  are  going  great 
guns  right  now.  In  the  elimination  contest  for  the  Corps 
Championship  we  walloped  the  4th  Div. Machine  Gun  bn. 3-1 
&  are  no?/  in  the  Semi -Pinal  s.  We  are  playing  football  & 
baseball  every  evening, v'oMng  from  five  in  the  mornings  & 
sleeping  in  the  afternoons.  That  is  a  summary  of  what  is  doing 
around  these  parts. 

The  War  ne?/s  looks  pretty  good  these  days  but 
strange  to  say  you  in  Canada  knov/  what  is  going  on  far  sooner 
than  we  do  who  are  only  a  few  miles  away.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  Toronto  papers  even  give:,  us  more  news  of  the  Canadians 
than  ?/e  receive  from  any  other  quarter.  It  is  strange  isnt  it? 

With  all  sorts  of  love  to  you  and  bather  as  usual  . 

I  must  ring  off.  God  Hess  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 


GeraJ  d. 


Prance  , 

July  7th, 19 18. 


Pear  Pather , 

This  last  week  has  keen  quite  a  wonderful  one  for 
us  in  the  entertainment  line  in  fact  so  much  so  that  it  will 
he  pretty  hard  to  yet  down  to  real  business  again.  First  of 
all,  on  the  1st  of  July  we  had  our  Corps  Sports  at  a  little 

^  I  pf  'X 

Village  not  very  far  from  the  place  where  we  are  billeted 
so  that  wo  we re  able  to  take  the  whole  Battalion  down  to  see 
the  fun.  It  was  a  glorious  day  taking  it  all  in  all.  The 
weather  was  perfect,  just  a  little  too  warm  if  anything, and 
the  sports  were  really  good.  There  were  thousands  of  troops 
present  but  everything  had  been  arranged  so  well  that  every 
one  had  a  good  place  to  see  the  sports  from.  Personally  I 
enjoyed  the  sports  very  much  for  our  Division  beat  the  others 
all  hollow  but  that  was  only  a  small  detail,  the  real  pleasure 
was  the  meeting  of  old  friends.  Toronto  boys  were  greatly  in 
evidence  &  everywhere  you  turned  some  one  was  sure  to  yell  at 
you.  I  think  I  must  have  met  thousands.  Bart  Rogers,  Pete 
Campbell,  Lindsay  Wright,  Jamie  Auld,  Bill  Tudhope ,  nearly  all 
the  old  154th  Officers , including  Doc  Lougheed  who  was  with  me 
nearly  all  day, and  hundreds  of  others  whom  I  can't  even  be^in 
to  remember.  Of  course  Steve  Maybe e  was  present  a3  large  as 
life  &  was  buzzing  all  over  the  place.  Then  nextly  another 
bunch  of  notables  buzzed  in.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  Sir  Arthur 
Currie.  Borden,  Rowell,  Meighen,  a  couple  of  French  Generals, 

&  some  Americans.  There  were  a  lot  of  Burses  up  from  the 
Hospitals  among  whom  was  Mary  Bond  one  of  Jimmie  Ryrie's  old 


flames.  I  was  awfully  surprised  to  see  her  for  I  never  even 
knew  she  was  in  Prance.  It  was  certainly  a  wonderful  day  & 
was  a  great  thing  to  get  everyone  together  again. 

> 

The  next  day  we  were  inspected  i.e.  our  whole 
Brigade,  hy  Sir  Robert  Borden  who  gave  us  all  the  once  over 
Sc  did  the  glad  hand  stunt  all  around  &  then  gave  us  a  hit 
of  a  speech  consisting  mostly  of  the  usual  line  of  hull. 

Then  of  course  Keighen  Sc  Galder  had  to  say  a  few  words  after 
which  we  put  on  a  march  past  Sc  came  home.  Rowell  wasn’t 
present  at  the  inspection  hut  I  saw  him  at  Corps  Sports  Sc 
managed  to  talk  to  him  for  a  couple  of  minutes  Sc  tell  him 
who  I  was. 

The  next  item  of  interest  took  place  yesterday 
when  we  had  a  marvelous  "Highland  Gathering".  Our  Brigade- 
staged  the  affair  from  start  to  finish  Sc  it  was  a  howling 
success.  Every  other  Canadian  Highland  Battalion  were 
present  in  force  as  well  as  about  20  Imperial  Highland 
Battalions.  The  day  was  full  of  events  such  as  Dancing, 
Piping,  Band  Competitions,  Wrestling,  Tossing  the  Caber  Sc 
all  the  rest  of  it.  In  the  Band  competition  each  Band  took 
its  turn  in  the  centre  of  the  field  Sc  played  &  then  marched 
past  the  grand  stand.  I  think  nearly  every  Scottish  Regiment 
was  represented.  There  were  Gordons,  Black  Watch,  Efameroms, 
Seaforths,  Argyle  Sc  Sutherlands,  Highland  light  Infantry, 
Royal  Scots,  K  0  S  B.  &  if  there  were  others  I’ve  forgotten. 


The  Canadian  Pipe  Bands  consisted  of  Royal  Highlanders  of 
Canada  (Montreal)  Canadian  Scottish  (16th  Bn.)  42nd  (Montreal) 
43rd  Camerons  ,  72nd  Bn.  Seaforths,  85th  Bn.  ITova  Scotia  &  the 
48th  H  of  C.  The  best  stunt  of  the  day  however  was  "Retreat" 
played  by  all  the  Bands  massed.  You  can  imagine  it  was  a  great 
si.  ht  184  Pipers  &  162  Drummers  all  playing  at  once.  'Thank  Cod 
it  was  the  same  tune  &  not  a  free  for  all. 

The  Dancing  was  good  too.  Some  of  those  old  Scotch 
birds  are  sure  nimble  on  their  feet.  They  had  Reels,  Sword 
Dances  &  all  the  rest  of  it.  It  was  a  mighty  successful  day 
&  I've  been  told  the  biggdst  thing  of  its  kind  ever  held  any 
place.  The  Imperials  thought  it  was  great  &  told  us  it  was 
the  best  stunt  they  ever  saw. 

Today  we  got  a  pleasant  surprise.  Cur  old  Padre 
MacSachern  of  the  134th  officiated  &  it  was  quite  a  treat  for 
a  number  of  us. 

The  Canadian  mail  has  just  arrived  &  I  must  thank  you 
for  another  parcel  from  TIichies  containing  Tobacco,  Coffee, 
Chocolate,  Candles  &  Bull  Durham,  also  another  parcel  containing 
a  dandy  pair  of  socks.  Mother  certainly  keeps  me  well  supplied 
with  socks  &  they  are  certainly  real  socks  too.  You  can’t  beat 
them. 

Your  welcome  letter  of  June  12th  also  safely  arrived 
&  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  everything  is  fine  with  you  all  at  home. 

With  very  best  love  to  you  &  Mother.  Cod  Bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son. 


Gerald. 


/ 


France  , 

July  15th,  .1918. 


My  Dear  Mother  , 

I  was  awfully  glad  to  get  your  letter  dated  June  23rd 
yesterday  &  to  hear  that  you  had  become  such  an  expert  at  driving 
the  Ford  even  though  ?aw  does  get  your  goatv every  once  in  a  while. 
I  can  easily  imagine  the  hit  you  &  311a  &  the  Gar  made  the  other 
day.  Well  he  sure  &  dont  take  anybody's  dust.  like  the  fellow 
who  took  his  car  into  a  garage  one  day  for  oil  &  the  garage  man 
filled  his  car  up  with  castor  oil  &  when  he  got  out  on  the  road 
again  he  passed  a  Ford. 

I  also  received  three  letters  from  Father  dated 
June  16th,  22nd  &  24th  &  was  more  than  delighted  to  find  that 
ho  has  become  one  of  Lambton's  leading  Golfers.  I  laughed  for 
an  hour  when  I  heard  it. 

Two  parcels  from  home  also  arrived.,  one  containing 
socks  &  underwear  &  the  other  food  &  tobacco.  The  socks  were 
splendid  &  came  in  fine  for  I  had  a  wonderful  hot  bath  today 
(the  first  in  some  time)  &  so  had  an  excuse  for  donning  the  new 
socka.  They  are  great  &  fit  like  the  paper  on  the  wall.  The 
tobacco  &  candy  &  ginger  snaps  were  as  usual  greatly  appreciated 
&  thoroughly  enjoyed.  I  also  got  three  batches  of  Father's 
clippings  which  gave  me  all  the  Toronto  news,  as  well  as  two 
batches  of  weeklies  &  numerous  Globes.  It  is  certainly  grand  to 
get  a  mail  like  that  one. 

We  are  having  a  very  quiet  time  these  days  as  usual 
&  I'm  afraid  our  long  rest  of  nearly  eleven  weeks  is  drawing  to 
a  close  for  I  can't  see  how  they  can  keep  us  out  of  the  line  much 
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longer  now.  It  lias  "boon  almost  as  "bad  as  soldiering  in  England 
Sc  of  course  everyone  is  getting  pre  ty  well  fed  up  with  the 
humming  life  so  we  all  hoping  for  a  change  soon.  We  were  all 
out  in  a  working  party  today  and  1  had  to  show  the  boys  the 
proper  method  of  wielding  the  odd  pick  Sc  shovel  &  as  a  consequence 
I  feel  like  the  Schooner  Hesperus  tonight. 

Although  we  have  been  having  a  quiet  time  as  far  as  the 
war  goes  we  have  been  able  to  fill  in  the  odd  moments  with  a 
little  enjoyment.  The  13th  Battalion,  who  are  always  on  the 
lookout  for  something  to  do  in  the  sporting  line,  had  a  prize 
game  cook  presented  to  them  by  an  old  French  boy  in  the  town 

where  they  were  formerly  billeted  Sc  at  once  issued  us  a  challenge 
to  a  big  cock  fight.  ITatuaally  we  accepted  but  we  worked  on  a 
system  this  time.  The  Officers  all  got  together  Sc  decided  that 
no  13th  challenge  could  go  unaccepted  so  five  of  us  were  appointed 
as  a  Committee  to  purchase,  borrow  or  steal  a  bird  that  would  knock 
the  stuffing  out  of  theirs.  It  didn’t  take  us  long  to  get  a  few 
scouts  out  Sc  by  the  next  day  we  had  one  located.  We  went  down  to 
an  old  French  o st amine t  Sc  with  the  aid  of  a  lot  of  terrible  French 
Sc  many  signs  &  the  waving  of  money  we  induced  him  to  sell  us  his 
bird  for  80  francs.  Then  I  think  we  did  a  wise  thing.  We  paid 
him  to  train  it  Sc  get  it  into  good  condition  with  the  stipulation 
that  if  the  bird  won  we  would  give  him  another  50  francs.  The  old 
boy  fell  for  it  with  both  feet  Sc  on  the  day  of  the  fight  our  bird 
put  it  all  over  theirs  in  a  walk  amidst  much  rooting  from  our 
fellows.  It  was  certainly  a  darn  funny  sight.  Imagine  about  60 
Officers  gathered  around  a  pit  away  out  in  the  country,  everyone 
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with  their  tunics  off  &  yelling  like  mad.  Our  old  trainer  was 
a  game  old  sport  too  for  he  had  the  bird  at  the  rendezvous  about 
half  an  hour  before  we  arrived  &  brought  his  wife  and  children 
with  him.  It  was  a  grand  day  for  him  &  he  was  all  smiles  when 
we  handed  over  the  50  fr  bonus  to  him.  We  havent  seen  the  13th 
since  S c  thought  we  were  rid  of  them  for  a  while  but  today  they 
rang  us  up  &  want  their  revenge  at  baseball  the  day  after  to¬ 
morrow.  So  that  is  bound  to  be  a  big  day  too. 

How  I  think  that  is  about  all  the  news  for  the  present. 

With  very  best  love  to  yourself  &  Father  &  I  hope  you 
are  both  still  enjoying  the  best  of  health. 

Good  night  &  God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gerald. 


July  21st,  1918 


My  Dear  Father , 

ITo  doubt  you  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  we  are 
again  in  the  line  after  about  2\  months  of  sightseeing  around 
the  back  areas.  We  were  quite  surprised  too  to  get  orders  to 
do  something  useful  once  more  for  we  had  gotten  so  used  to 
killing  time  that  we  imagined  we  had  a  life  job  there.  We 
were  all  quite  pleased  to  come  to  the  line  the  night  before 
last  for  everyone  was  fed  up  to  the  neck  with  bumming.  We  are 
in  a  regular  home  up  hear.  First  class  trenches,  good  weather, 
a  nice  dug  out,  wonderful  meals,  and  not  too  much  work  or 
excitement.  In  fact  this  trip  has  been  much  quieter  so  far 
than  our  last  effort  in  May  &  that  was  quiet  enough. 

While  we  ware  having  dinner  today  the  Adjutant  yelled 
down  for  me  to  come  up.  I  grabbed  up  my  tin  hat  &  respirator  & 
went  upstairs  &  there  with  the  Adjutant  was  a  man  in  civilian 
clothes  wearing  a  real  honest  to  goodness  starch  collar  Sc.  all 
those  clothes  that  we  read  about  over  here  in  magazines.  The 
only  familiar  things  about  him  were  the  duplicates  of  my  own 
tin  lizzie  and  gas  bag.  After  gazing  at  this  relic  of  bygone 
days  the  Ad j .  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Douglas  of  the  Toronto  Mail  & 
Empire.  He  said  he  knew  you  well  &  when  he  got  home  again  he'd 
tell  you  that  he  saw  me.  So  I  asked  him  to  let  you  know  that  I 
looked  dirtier  &  lazier  Sc  fatter  than  ever.  He  said  he  would 
so  we  parted  quite  friendly.  All  the  boys  were  more  interested 
in  the  civilians  than  anything  else  just  then  for  it's  quite  an 
uncommon  sight  in  these  parts. 


> 
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In  your  last  letter  you  were  talking  at out  your  new 
dog.  A  few  days  ago  I  bought  a  nice  little  Mascot  for  our 
Company  in  the  shape  of  a  fox  terrier  pup  which  set  me  hack 
the  fabulous  amount  of  ten  francs.  All  the  fellows  in  the  Mess 
were  so  please  1  with  him  that  he  was  christened  "Sammy”.  Capt . 
Samuel  was  tickled  to  death  until  a  few  mornings  later  one  of 
the  batmen  smelt  a  rat  &  brought  His  Highness  up  for  inspection. 
Sure  enough  examination  revealed  that  it  wasn’t  that  kind  of  a 
dog  &  the  blow  almost  killed  Sammy.  He  refused  to  have  anything 
more  to  do  with  it.  So  as  a  matter  of  course  the  dog  &  my  ten 
francs  are  still  reposing  in  that  same  French  Village.  But  the 
joke  was  certainly  worth  the  money. 

We  are  having  grand  meals  these  days.  For  breakfast 
this  morning  we  each  had  a  ■§■  orange,  porridge  or  shredded  wheat, 
bacon  &  eggs  &  coffee.  Hot  bad  is  it  for  persons  supposed  to  be 
scrapping.  Our  other  meals  are  just  as  good  too,  so  we  are  not 
faring  very  badly. 

Well  this  is  all  for  just  now. 

With  all  sorts  of  love  to  Mother  &  yourself. 

Good  night  &  God  Bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gerald. 


\ 


AT 


Franc'S  ,  Jul  y  24  th  ,3938. 


My  Fear  Mother, 

I  have  just  received  very  we 3  corns  letters 
from  yourself  &  Father  dated  30th  June  from  Lamb ton.  I 
should  say  you  certainly  are  getting  along  famously  as 
a  chauffeur  &  you  certainly  have  surprised  me  for  I  never 
could  imagine  you  driving  a  car.  However  the  unexpected 
has  happened  again  &  I  wont  be  at  a33  surprised  now  if  the 
word  comes  along  that  you  have  your  own  aerop3 ane  &  3 oop 
the  3 oop  &  do  spira3  nose  dual  s  &  a33  the  rest  of  it.  . 

Talking  about  aeroplanes,  I  saw  the 
dandies t  3itt3e  scrap  yesterday  when  seven  Huns  dropped 
out  of  the  c3 ouds  onto  three  of  our  machines.  There  was 
a  lively  tuss3e  for  a  whi3e.  Machine  guns  barking  away 
at  each  other  &  the  pD anes  doing  all  sorts  of  stunts.  It 
on3y  3 asted  a  few  minutes  though  for  the  hun  sailed  away 
for  home  &  our  machines  going  after  them.  There  was  no 
damage  done  on  either  side  as  far  as  I  cou3 d  see  but  the 
3itt3e  side  show  v/as  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  troops. 

¥e  are  having  a  beautiful  time  here  these 
days  &  getting  twice  as  much  sleep  &  more  to  eat  than  we 
ever  get  Out  on  rest.  Everything  is  very  quiet  &  about  as 
exciting  as  a  cricket  match. 

The  most  excitement  of  the  tour  has  been  a 
real  good  thunder  storm  which  took  place  yesterday  afternoon. 
Heavens  but  it  did  pour  down.  The  entrance  to  our  dugout 
faced  the  v/ay  the  rain  was  coming  so  it  only  took  about  three 
minutes  to  f;l  ood ua  out.  The  water  came  pouring  down  the 
stairs  like  Hiagara  Falls  &  we  had  to  sit  on  top  of  the  table 
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to  keep  dry.  After  the  storm  was  over  we  got  all 
the  "batmen  on  the  job  &  Dike  the  Vil  1  age  fire  brigade  we 
made  a  bucket  chain  &  in  a  short  time  we  had  the  worst 
of  it  out.  But  when  that  water  was  coming  down  we  had 
a  great  time  salvaging  our  stuff  from  the  flood.  My  "bed 
i.e.  the  niche  in  the  wal  3  where  I  sleep,  went  to  the  discard 
so  I  spent  last  night  on  the  table  &  it  proved  to  be  a  darn 
sight  better  bed  too.  For  the  rest  of  the  tour  believe 
me  its  the  table  for  mine. 

Well  Mother  thats  about  all  the  news  for  the  present. 
I  am  as  usual  in  the  best  of  health  &  having  a  great  time 
vA'ich  is  bound  to  keep  up  judging  from  the  quietness  outside 
just  now.  There  isnt  the  sound  of  a  gun  &  it  is  just  the  same 
every  day  at  this  hour.  In  a  short  time  there  will  be  the 
few  odd  pip  squeaks  &  then  quietness  again  for  a  while.  Its 
a  cinch. 

I  have  been  receiving  your  parcel s  &  socks  quite 
regularly  &  I’m  positive  that  everything  has  arrived  0  K 
to  date.  I  got  a  parcel  containing  17  pair  of  socks  from 
the  Toronto  Womens  Liberal  Assn,  which  I  turned  over  to  the 
men  after  the  rain  storm  yesterday,  and  they  were  quite  pleased 
to  get  them  for  a  lot  of  them  haven t  got  any  too  much  in  the 
1 ine  of  change  of  clothing  especially  when  we  are  up  the  line. 

With  best  love  to  yoursel f  &  Father  &  God  bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gera! d 


prom  the  IPie3d 


Ma3  one 

Toronto 


Very  we3  3  Love 

Ma3  one 


deceived  Saturday  ni^ht 
24th  August  3938. 


France 


Aug. 7th,  1918. 


My  dear  Mother, 

Since  last  writing  home  we  have  been 
terribly  busy  for  we  have  been  moving  around  the 
country  by  trains,  motor  lorries  and  long  marches  &  now 
we  find  ourselves  in  a  different  Prance  altogether.  The 
country  here  is  simply  grand,  the  most  beautiful  trees 
&  farm  lands  I  have  ever  seen  &  judging  from  appearances 
there  is  going  to  be  one  grand  crop  this  year  around  these 
parts. 

There  is  lots  of  things  I  would  like  to  tell 
you  about  in  this  letter  because  there  are  big  doings  afoot 
which  you  will  know  all  about  before  this  letter  ever 
reaches  you.  I  have  seen  in  the  last  couple  of  da,ys  things 
which  if  you  people  at  home  could  see  wou!  d  be  conclusive 
evidence  that  this  old  War  wont  be  with  us  an  awful  lot 
longer.  Fritz  is  certainly  just  on  his  last  legs  these 
days . 

How  is  everyone  at  home.  We  have  been  on 
the  move  so  much  lately  that  the  mail  hasnt  been  able  to 
heep  up  with  me  but  I  hope  to  get  it  the  minute  we  get  out 
of  the  l ine  again. 

How  is  the  1  il  ole  Ford  going  these  days. 
Have  you  been  staying  any  more  joy  rides  lately.  That* 3 
the  stuff  for  the  troops. 


-2- 


Give  my  very  best  3  ove  to  Father  a3  so  Frank. 
1 1 3  3  "be  siting  you  at  my  first  opportunity  &  te3 3 ing 
you  the  news. 


1Toy;  Mother  dear  I  must  tear  off  the  odd 
s3  eep  now  for  there  is  work  to  be  done  tomorrow. 

God  B3ess  you  a33  at  home  &  keep  you 

safely. 


Your  ever  3oving  Son, 
Gera3  d. 


Received  on  34th  September, 3 91 3* 

Mai3ed  in  the  Fis3  d  post  Office  on  24th  August. 


yy  f?0'i 

Prance, 

Aug. 13th, 1918 
Sunday. 


Dear  Father, 

I  do  hope  you  &  Mother  are  not  worrying  about 
me  too  much  since  you  got  word  of  the  commencement  of  the 
big  show.  At  the  present  moment  I  am  lying  in  a  Fritzie 
dugout  about  33  mi3 es  beyond  our  jumping  off  trench  of  the 
morning  of  Aug  8th.  "By  Go3  3yH  as  o3 d  W.B.used  to  say 
I  have  had  some  wonderful  experiences  since  that  morning. 
Everyone  c3aims  that  this  is  one  of  the  biggest  scraps 
that  the  War  has  seen.  It  may  be  but  I  have  been  a  3itt3e 
disappointed  in  the  absence  of  heavy  gun  fire.  I  have  a3 ways 
imagined  that  once  the  guns  opened  up  you  cou3 dnt  hear  yourse3f 
think  but  take  it  from  me  its  not  quarter  so  bad  as  peop3e 
make  out.  I  never  wiJ3  forget  Aug  8th.  We  got  into  our 
jumping  off  position  &  waited  unti3  420  the  Zero  hour  when  our 
barrage  opened  up.  We  served  out  a  rum  ration  just  five  minutes 
before  zero  &  when  we  got  the  word  we  tore  through  those  woods 
as  fast  as  we  cou3d  go  &  once  through  Fritzies  barrage  we  just 
kept  stro3  3ing  a3  ong  under  our  own  &  pecked  off  the  Huns  as  they 
came  a3 ong.  That  first  day  he  shewed  no  more  fight  than  a 
rabbit  &  its  a  shame  what  the  boys  did  to  him.  We  co33ected  any 
amount  of  souvenirs  &  if  I  ha^dnt  had  so  much  to  carry  I  would 
have  taken  a  bunch  too.  I  did  co33ect  a  3 ot  of  junk  but  threw 
it  away  again  Sc  on3  y  kept  a  Hun  cap  Sc  a  belt  buck3  e  with  the 
motto  "Gctt  mit  uns".  I ’3 3  3end  them  home  to  you  just  as  soon 
as  I  get  the  chance.  It  was  a  wonderfu3 day  and  strange  to 
say  there  were  on3y  a  few  casua3ties  &  we  a33  had  lots  of  fun. 
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The  next  day  however  was  a  corker  &  we  had  to  work 
3  ike  the  dickens  under  a  mighty  hot  sun.  However  we  made 
our  objectives  but  everyone  was  dead  tired  when  the  days  work 
was  over.  Since  then  l.e.  for  the  3ast  two  days  \ve  have 
been  resting  while  the  attack  has  gone  forward  &  now  vrhat 
was  once  the  front  3  ine  on  the  night  of  August  9^h  is  nii3es 
back  in  Divisiona3  Reserve.  The  scrap  is  however  going  on 
&  a3 though  the  advance  is  not  near3y  as  fast  as  the  first 
day  it  is  O.K.  The  attack  was  a  comp3ete  surprise  to  him 
as  the  regiments  opposite  us  the  first  day  had  just  arrived 
from  Ita3y  the  night  before  &  were  tota-3  3y  unaware  of  the 
prospect  of  a  hasty  evacuation  ear3 y  the  next  morning. 

How  I  hope  you  are  not  worrying  about  me  too  much 
for  I’m  sure  everything  wi33  be  a3 right. 

With  very  best  3 ove  to  both  Mother  &  yourse3 f 
&  may  God  b3ess  you  &  keep  you  both  safe. 

Your  3oving  Son, 

Gera3  d. 


Prance  9 

Aug.  17th t  1918. 


My  Dear  Mother , 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  outside  of  writing  letters 
up  to  date  of  getting  word  home  to  you  and  Father  that  every¬ 
thing  is  fine  with  me  after  out  big  scrap  last  week.  Yesterday 
however  I  got  a  cablegram  off  through  Divisional  H.Q.  but  the 
Lord  only  knows  when  you  will  get  it,  so  at  the  same  time  I 
wrote  Jessie  &  asked  her  to  send  one  from  England  as  well.  So 
I  hope  at  least  one  or  the  other  arrives  soon  for  I  know  how 
people  at  home  worry  about  these  things. 

I  have  been  through  two  good  scraps  but  in  all  possibility 
will  not  see  the  next  (if  there  is  any  next)  as  all  the  Officers 
who  were  through  two  shows  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  line  to 
make  way  for  fresh  Officers  and  on  top  of  that  I  got  my  right  leg 
slightly  cut  up  on  some  Fritzie  wire  during  our  first  attack  & 
since  coming  out  of  the  line  I  have  been  going  to  the  Field 
Ambulance  each  day  getting  the  thing  dressed.  But  don't  let  it 
worry  you  as  it  is  merely  a  few  scratches  &  doesn't  amount  to  a 
row  of  beans.  I  hope  to  the  Lord  my  name  doesn't  go  through  the 
casualty  list  on  this  account  for  if  it  should  I  know  it  will 
cause  you  anxiety  at  home.  They  told  me  it  wouldn't  so  I  am  not 
worrying  much. 

Out  at  Transport  here  there  are  about  six  of  us  &  we  are 
having  a  glorious  loaf.  Nothing  to  do  all  day  except  eat  &  sleep 
8c  enjoy  ourselves  as  best  we  can  until  the  Battalion  comes  out  for 
a  rest,  then  we  will  rejoin  them. 

I  have  just  received  a  couple  of  parcels.  One  a  bunch  of 


socks  from  the  ladies  of  the  134th  and  the  other  from  you  containing 
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Laura  Secords  &  biscuits.  Believe  me  the  latter  came  in  handy 
as  we  havent  seen  any  such  luxuries  for  some  time  &  they  were 
more  than  appreciated  by  the  boys.  I  ate  until  I  was  really 
sick  before  I  yelled  quits  &  I  think  the  others  did  too. 

I  have  a  picture  of  the  Officets  of  the  Battalion  taken 
last  May  while  out  at  rest  which  I'll  send  you  today  &  when  the 
Battalion  comes  out  I'll  try  &  send  you  the  Hun  cap  I  took. 

With  best  love  to  yourself  &  Father  &  hoping  you  are 
both  in  the  pink. 

God  Bless  you. 

Your  loving  Son, 


Gerald. 
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Prance  , 

Sept.  6th,  1910. 


My  Dear  Mother , 

It  has  been  a  couple  of  weeks  now  since  I  have  had  the 
chance  of  writing  even  the  odd  line  to  you  all  at  home  &  let  you 
know  that  everything  is  all  to  the  merry  with  me.  However, I  sent 
off  a  cable  today  to  let  you  know  that  everything  is  O.K.  after 
our  recent  set  to  with  the  Hun.  Ever  since  Aug.  8th  when  we  first 
gave  him  a  good  swift  bunt  we  have  been  certainly  busy  &  it  has 
been  practically  impossible  to  get  a  minute  to  ourselves. 

I  am  afraid  that  these  must  be  very  anxious  times  for 
you  Sc  Father  at  home  &  I  wish  I  could  let  you  know  sooner  but 
all  I  can  do  is  to  cable  the  moment  we  come  out  of  the  line  & 
this  I  have  done  Sc  will  continue  while  all  this  activity  lasts. 

nevertheless  to  us  over  here  we  are  ha.ving  a  lovely  party 
8c  if  it  were  not  for  our  casualties  (which  haven't  been  very  heavjj) 
it  would  just  be  one  great  big  picnic. 

I  have  been  over  with  the  Battalion  four  times  now  since 
the  beginning  of  last  month  Sc  have  managed  to  enjoy  myself  to  the 
utmost  on  each  occasion.  It  is  certainly  a  queer  sensation  at 
the  jump  off  &  if  I  go  over  a  hundred  times  I  think  the  sensation 
will  always  remain  the  same.  The  only  way  I  can  describe  it  at 
all  is  to  compare  it  with  a  Hockey  game  when  you  sit  in  the  dressing 
room  before  the  time  with  your  knees  knocking  together  but  when 
time  is  called  -  all  that  sensation  goes.  This  game  is  exactly  the 
same  to  me.  It's  the  waiting  for  the  Barrage  to  open  that  gets  your 
goat  but  as  soon  as  the  guns  open  with  a  roar  8c  you  know  Fritsie  is 
getting  hell  then  everything  looks  pretty  rosy. 
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We  had  tv/o  glorious  days  on  the  1st  &  2nd  of  September. 

I  did  not  go  in  with  the  Company  as  it  was  my  turn  to  stay  out 
hut  Major  Girvan  who  is  commanding  the  Battalion  at  present 
took  me  along  with  him  as  Intelligence  Officer.  That  was  a 
joke  for  when  it  comes  to  Intelligence  I  go  beyond  ray  depths. 
However,  I  barged  along  and  swung  a  good  bluff  &  as  I  pulled 
no  glaring  bones  things  went  along  fairly  well.  Say,  you  would 
have  laughed  if  you  could  have  seen  those  Huns  when  we  barged  up 
on  them  immediately  behind  the  barrage.  They  were  undoubtedly 
the  most  scared  loking  things  I  have  ever  seen  in  all  ray  life. 

They  were  simply  terrified.  Hot  that  I  blame  them  much  for  I 
wouldn't  be  crazy  about  going  through  our  barrage  a  darn  bit. 

And  as  for  putting  up  a  fight  -  no  chance.  They  all  had  had 
enough  even  before  we  arrived.  Personally  I  think  the  Hun  is 
on  his  last  legs  right  now  &  the  end  of  it  all  is  certainly  in 
sight.  I  say  this  because  I  really  think  so  &  judging  from  the 
different  things  I  have  seen  which  I  can  t  ve r £  well  wiite  to  you 
I  don  t  think  there  is  much  doubt  about  it.  I  certainly  hope  so 
anyway. 

Unfortunately  as  is  always  the  case  in  a  good  show, we 
lost  some  awfully  fine  fellows.  Murphy  of  the  old  134th  was 
killed  &  that  one  case  alone  made  me  feel  pretty  sad.  But  over 
7/10  of  our  Officer  casualties  were  beautiful  little  blighties 
that  wont  bother  them  more  than  the  odd  mosquito  bite. 

I  have  been  receiving  your  letters  quite  regularly.  The 
last  was  dated  Aug.  11th  &  gave  me  all  the  news  about  the  new  pup. 
Oh  yes, talking  about  dogs,-  Col-  Marshall's  old  dog  "Bruno”  which 
got  lost  shortly  before  I  joined  the  Battalion  last  March, has 
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suddnnly  turned  up  again  much  to  the  delight  of  all  the  old 
timers. 

At  present  I  have  got  a  new  job  at  the  Battalion. 

Llajot  Girvan  has  put  me  into  the  Orderly  Boom  so  instead 
of  running  about  with  the  men  I  am  trying  to  learn  something 
about  the  interior  workings  of  the  Battalion.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  of  my  official  title  but  I  think  it  is  Assistant  to  the 
Assistant  Adjutant.  I  have  never  heard  of  one  of  those  animals 
before  but  I’m  it  now.  If  the  work  is  no  harder  than  I  have 
experienced  up  till  now,  I  hope  I  hold  this  job  for  life.  It 
is  a  great  change  from  Platoon  work  8c  I  don’t  think  I  like  it 
quite  as  well  because  it  is  a  matter  of  indoor  work  nearly  all 
the  time.  However  when  I  get  the  swing  of  things  I  dare  say  I 
will  like  it  better. 

We  are  having  pretty  hot  weather  these  days  but  it  gets 
pretty  darn  cold  at  nights.  We  might  just  as  well  make  the  best 
of  the  warm  weather  now  for  in  another  month  or  so  it  will  begin 
to  get  pretty  darn  cold  but  it  certainly  doesn't  look  like  it 
today.  It  sure  is  a  scorcher. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  all  well  at  home.  Do  you 
need  anyone  there  to  teach  the  dog  some  tricks?  I  don't  know 
what  the  penalty  would  be  this  time  but  if  I  remember  right  it 
only  cost  a  year  at  the  University  last  time  (so  Father  says)  & 

I  think  it  was  cheap  at  the  price. 

I  must  ring  off  now  &  get  outside  &  mount  Guard. 

With  best  love  &  many  happjjj  returns  of  the 
anniversary  of  your  wedding  day. 

God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  loving  Bon 

Gerald. 


P.  S.  Get  Father  to  poke  Jim  McCaffery  on  the  nose  for  me. 
He  published  my  letter  in  the  newspaper  about  the  greatest 
crime  a  man  can  do  these  days. 

For  Heaven  Sake  never  publish,  any  of  my  letters  at  al 
They  are  only  private  affairs  between  us. 
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Franc©,  Sept.3 3 th,3 918. 


rear  Father, 

I  haven t  got  much  news  for  you  but  I  thought  I 
wou3  d  tear  off  the  odd  3  in©  no?/  that  I  have  a  chance  before 
going  to  bed.  The  weather  has  been  fierce  3ate3y  rainy 
&  co3d  as  the  dicbens.  I*m  mighty  glad  we  are  not  up  the 
3 ine  for  it  wou3 dnt  be  any  too  p3easant  &  anyway  ti33  it 
improves  they  cant  mabe  me  mad  by  beeping  us  in  these  huts. 

We  have  been  spending  the  3ast  few  days  3 icbing  our  new  drafts 
into  shape  &  reorganizing  &  things  3oob  in  great  deaJ  better 
shape  than  a  weeb  ago. 

There  has  been  no  excitement  of  any  bind  since 
I  wrote  a  few  days  ago  &  outside  of  being  in  the  best  of 
health  I  cant  tell  you  much  more. 

I  received  your  3 etter  of  Aug  23 st  a3 so  two 
batchew  of  c3ippings.  They  mabe  great  reading  but  some  of 
the  dope  on  the  Amiens  show  is  mighty  3aughab3e.  I  suppose 
some  guy  gets  paid  for  writing  that  stuff  8c  so  has  to  exert 
his  imagination.  I  cou3d  te33  the  same  story  as  he  does 
in  about  ten  words, viz:  "Zero, Bang , bang,  a  he33  of  a  noise. 

Lots  of  Hun  prisoners.  Objective  reached  &  conso3 idated. " 

Thats  about  a33  there  is  to  it.  Mow  I  suppose  since  the 
Arras  show  there  wi33  be  a  3 ot  more  bu33  in  the  papers.  But 
as  I  say  I  guess  the  Correspondent  has  to  mabe  a  living. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  &  Mother  are  w©3  3  and  enjoying 
yourselves.  Thats  the  stuff  for  the  troops. 

Orderly  Room  v/orb  is  getting  a3  ong  pretty  good 
&  I  am  beginning  to  learn  something  about  it  at  3a=t. 
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W©1  3  I  might  as  well  ring  off  for  there  is 
really  nothing  more  to  say. 

With  all  sorts  of  love  to  Mother  &  Yourself, 
Good  night  &  God  Bless  you  both. 

Your  1  oving  Son, 

Gera!  d. 

P.  S.  I’ll  cable  you  for  Zetland  in  lots  of  time. 

G. 
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France , Sept . 20  th, 3  93  8. 


My  Dear  Father, 

I  certainly  fee]  right  at  home  tonight. 

I’ve  got  one  of  the  finest  3itt3e  shelters  I’ve  seen 
in  Prance.  It  is  due;  right  into  the  side  of  a  trench 
&  with  the  aid  of  corrugated  iron,  sandbars  &  blankets 
I  have  made  it  absolutely  waterproof  &  as  warm  and  cosy 
as  anything  so  here  I  am  inside  with  my  two  candle  power 
light  blazing  away,  a  pipe  in  my  mouth,  my  boots  off  and 
my  ol  d  red  sweater  on  having  the  time  of  my  life* 

It  is  a  remarkable  contrast  to  the  last  time 
I  was  in  this  very  same  trench.  Then  it  was  just  before  we 
went  south  &  put  on  the  Amiens  show.  The  weather  was  warm 
then  Sc  no w  it  gets  colder  than  blazes  at  night  time  and 
also  this  trench  was  like  the  weather,  fairly  hot,  for  Fritzie 
v/as  then  domiciled  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  up  the  road  Sc  had 
us  under  beautiful  observation  whenever  we  poked  our  noses  out 
Sc  occasionally  he  used  to  send  us  the  odd  whizz  bang  to  keep 
us  on  our  jobs.  But  there  is  some  difference  now.  Motor  lorries 
and  all  sorts  of  funny  vehicles  go  tearing  down  that  same  road 
day  Sc  night  &  we  can  wander  about  all  we  like  for  the  Hun  in  the 
meantime  found  it  a  little  too  warm  for  the  time  of  year  &: 
has  moved  farther  east  since  Sept, 2nd.  How  strange  to  say  we 
can  bare] y  hear  the  guns  in  the  distance  &  if  it  we re  not  for 
the  verry  lights  on  the  horizon  you  would  think  we  were  back 
1000  miles  from  the  line  instead  of  9  or  1 0. 
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Things  look  particuDarDy  bright  over  here  these 
days  &  Fritz  is  getting  the  Demon  handed  to  him  from 
every  direction  which  does  our  hearts  good.  We  sure  have 
him  guessing  so  that  he  doesnt  know  whether  he  is  coming 
or  going.  Everyone  is  f eeD ing  in  the  best  of  spirits  and 
ready  to  take  another  poke  at  him  whenever  he  needs  it. 

PersonaDDy  I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  Leave 
Dist  these  days  and  in  three  weeks  or  so  hope  to  get  my 
3 eave  to  b3 ighty  for  I  now  stand  about  sixth  or  seventh 
on  the  Dist.  Dont  be  aD armed  if  I  send  you  an  S.O.S.for 
I'D  3  have  to  buy  cD  othes  for  the  winter  8c  Dive  34-  days 
in  EngDand  which  cant  be  did  on  my  savings  to  date.  I 
couDdnt  hire  one  of  oD d  Habgoods  row  boats  for  haD f  an 
hour  &  if  I  remember  right  his  price  was  two  bones  a  week. 
Dont  get  the  idea  in  your  head  that  I  need  money  here 
because  I  dont.  The  more  a  f eD 3 ow  has  in  France  the  more 
he  spends  but  if  I  do  get  3 eave  to  EngD and  I  certainDy 
wiDD  need  some,  so  be  prepared  for  the  worst,  for  1*33  be 
having  you  hock  the  f amiD y  pDate  yet. 

We  have  just  compDeted  two  dandy  weeks  out  at  rest 
8c  a3  though  the  weather  was  showery  &  cold  at  nights  we 
had  a  great  time.  We  are  stiDD  having  a  good  time  for  where 
we  are  now  is  just  as  good  as  at  rest  for  we  have  nothing 
to  worry  about.  ITo  training  to  do  &  no  shells  to  duck, just 
eat  Sc  sDeep  and  sDeep  &  eat.  It 3  a  great  Dife. 
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How  are  you  a] 3  at  home?  I  got  a  couple  of 
dandy  letters  from  you  dated  around  the  25th  August, 
also  a  wonderful  pair  of  socks  from  Mother.  They  are 
splendid.  I  also  heard  from  Jessie  hut  she  didnt  mention 
going  home  in  her  letter.  I  hope  she  doesnt  until  after 
I’ve  had  ray  leave.  She  also  sent  me  some  cigarettes  & 
candy,  also  a  very  romantic  novel  which  has  taken  us  all 
by  storm.  She  sure  has  great  taste  when  it  comes  to 
literature  if  that  is  a  sample.  But  it  was  awfully  good 
of  her  to  send  these  things  just  the  same. 

Say  I  really  "believe  this  habitation  of  mine  is 
crumby.  I’ve  got  a  hunch  (also  a  bite).  Guess  I’ll  have  to 
quit  this  letter  &  get  my  revolver  out  &  shoot  some  big  game 
for  the  rest  of  the  evening. 

With  best  love  to  Mother  &  Yourself  &  the  rest  of 

the  gang. 

God  Bless  you  all 

Your  loving  Son, 

Geral d. 

Thanks  very  much  for  your  cable  which  I  received 
a  couple  of  days  ago.  I  am  glad  you  got  both  of  mine. 


BELFAST, Oct. 8th, 1918. 


My  dear  Mother, 

I’ve  only  got  a  few  minutes  in  which 
to  scribble  off  this  note  for  our  train  pulls  out 
for  Kingstown  in  about  an  hour  &  then  for  the  rolling 
sea&  believe  me  its  sure  ro3 3 ing  today.  Then  we  have 
another  Train  ride  from  Holyhead  to  London.  Its  no 
use  to  try  &  te33  you  a33  the  news  just  now  for  I  have 
so  much  to  te33  you  that  I’d  no  sooner  get  started  than 
I’d  have  to  break  off.  But  I  certainly  have  had  the  most 
wonderfu3  leave  I  think  any  fe3  3ow  cou3d  have  had. 

Of  course  if  I  had  remained  in  France 
&  had  been  taken  into  the  3 ine  I  wou3 d  have  seen  some 
pretty  tough  scrapping  around  Cambrai  judging  from  all 
reports,  but  as  I  think  I  to3 d  you  before  I  wouldnt  have 
been  in  it  even  though  I  had  not  got  leave.  For  you  see 
we  are  not  a3 3  owed  to  go  into  any  fight  with  more  than 
four  officers  per  company  &  four  for  Headquarters  and 
as  I  had  not  missed  any  excitement  for  two  shows  it  was 
my  turn  for  a  rest  &  as  luck  would  have  it  just  as  the 
battalion  were  leaving  our  billets  to  go  to  the  front  line 
for  this  show  my  leave  v/arrant  came  through.  So  the  day 
the  attack  started  I  was  doing  London.  I’ll  write  you  to¬ 
morrow  more  fully  about  this  leave  of  mine  for  it  requires 
lots  of  time  &  writing  materials  in  the  telling. 
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Luchily  Char]  ie  Head  of  our  battalion  was  on 
leave  at  the  same  time  and  "brought  me  over  to  Ireland 
with  him  where  we  visited  his  Aunt  &  Uncle  at  Port stewart 
on  the  Forth  Coast  for  four  days.  And  what  a  wonderful 
four  days  it  has  been.  The  Giants  Causeway  is  only  a  few 
jumps  from  their  place  &  you  may  be  sure  I  paid  it  a  visit 
Sc  Fathers  old  booh  of  Irish  Fairy  Tales  was  brought  bach 
to  my  mind. 

2Jow  Good  Bye  for  the  present.  I  hope  you  are  both 
in  the  best  of  health. 

God  B1 ess  you  both. 

Your  loving  Son 
Gera! d. 
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LIEUT.  G.  M.  MALONE. 


LIEUT.  J.  H.  PEDLEY. 


TORONTO  OFFICERS  DECORATED 

Two  Toronto  officers  have  been 
awarded  the  Military  Cross  for  con¬ 
spicuous  gallantry.  They  are  Lieut. 
Gerald  M.  Malone,  North  street,  a 
son  of  Mr.  E.  T.  Malone,  who  went 
overseas  with  the  I34tti  Battalion, 
and  Lieut.  J.  H.  Pedley,  son  of  Rev. 
J.  W.  Pedley,  of  43  Harbord  street, 
who  was  reported  wounded  in  Au¬ 
gust  last.  He  went  overseas  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1917,  with  the  216th  Battalion. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Toronto. 


LIEUT.  MALONE  ! 
AWARDED  M.G.  i 

Young  Toronto  Lawyer  is  With  ! 
Old  Fifteenth 

The  Military  Cross  has  been 
awarded  another  young  Toronto  vet¬ 
eran,  Lieut.  Gerald  (Jerry)  M.  Ma¬ 
lone,  according  to  an  army  order 
received  to-day  by  the  hero’s  father, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Malone,  K.C.,  Queen’s 
Park.  Lieut.  Malone  had  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Toronto  and 
was  practising  law  when  he  took  out 
his  commission  in  the  48th  High¬ 
landers  and  went  overseas  with  the 
134th  Highlanders’  Battalion  to  join  ' 
the  15th  Battalion  in  the  field  two  1 
years  ago.  His  brother,  Lieut.  1 
Maurice  (Mike)  Malone,  who  enlist-  •' 
ed  at  the  same  time  and  served  in 
the  same  platoon  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Toronto  Highland  Bat¬ 
talion  at  the  front,  was  killed  at  Zil- 
lebeke. 

Born  in  Toronto  28  yer  #  ago, 
Lieut.  G.  M.  Malone  was  a  member 
of  the  legal  firm  of  Malone,  Malone 
&  Long,  85  Bay  street.  Having  fin¬ 
ished  his  course  at  Osgoode  Hall,  he 
was  at  once  called  to  the  bar  and 
taken  into  partnership  with  his 
father.  He  'joined  the  overseas  unit 
in  October,  1915,  and  left  for  Eng¬ 
land  in  August  of  the  following 
year. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


ROLL  OF  SERVICE 


TORONTO,  CANADA 

November  ] 2th, J  9j  b. 


Lieut • Gera] d  M. Ma3 o ne , H . C . , 

86  Queen’s  park, 

Toronto,  Ontario* 

Dear  Mr.MaHone, 

On  be  ha] f  of  the  University  and  of  University  Co]Jega, 
we  wish  to  offer  you  our  congratu] ations  on  winning  the 
Military  Cross, 

The  University  is  highly  honoured  in  the  number  of  its 
sons  who  are  now  serving  the  Empire,  and  it  is  especia]jy 
gratifying  to  a]]  here  when  their  services  receive  recognition 
in  the  award  of  weJ  J  merited  decorations. 

With  best  wishes,  we  remain, 

Yours  very  sincere] y, 

"Robt . Ea3  c  oner  " 

President. 

"Maurice  Hutton" 

Principa] , 

University  Co]  lege* 
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The  Grand, 

Fol  Ice  stone . 
October  3  2th.  3938* 


My  Dear  Father, 

As  we  have  to  wait  six  hours  now  unti3  our 


boat  leaves  &  its  raining  out  like  the  very  dickens 
I  have  come  up  to  the  hotel  &  intend  to  give  you  some 
account  of  my  3aave  in  o3 d  Blighty.  It  has  been  a 
wonderful  two  weeks  for  unlike  most  leaves  there  were 
ever  so  many  officers  from  our  own  Battalion  convalescing 
&  as  they  were  able  to  get  out  each  day  we  always  congregated 
at  the  Carlton  Hotel  in  the  mornings  &  then  stuck  together 
until  bedtime. 

When  I  arrived  in  London  about  the  first  of 
our  fel 3  ov/s  I  met  was  Beaver  Read  who  had  gone  on  leave 

just  two  days  previous  &  he  told  me  that  Col  Bent  was  in 
town  so  that  evening  I  barged  up  to  his  room  &  found  him 
up  there  with. Eric  Hal denby .  The  way  those  two  jumped 
on  me  was  a  shame.  Of  course  I  hadnt  seen  either  of  them 
since  August  9th  last  and  believe  me  they  had  millions 
of  questions  too  about  every  body  and  everything.  The 
Colonel  is  certainly  a  great  man.  For  the  next  five  days 
or  so  he  was  the  centre  of  attraction  all  the  time.  All 
the  wounded  3  5  th  Officers  as  well  as  those  on  leave  would 
meet  him  every  morning  at  the  hotel  &  then  away  we  would  go. 
He  was  never  so  happy  as  when  he  had  us  all  around  him  A 
the  more  row  we’d  make  or  the  crazier  the  stunts  v/e  did 
he  seemed  to  enjoy  it  more  than  anybody.  One  day  at  the 
Carlton  we  ail  had  lunch  &  if  I  remember  right,  there  were 
fourteen  of  us  so  you  can  see  there  were  almost  as  many 
of  our  officers  in  London  as  in  France.  The  C*Qwas  right  in 
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Ms  element  that  day.  When  he  3 eft  for  France  we  all 
saw  him  off  at  the  station  which  I  think  pleased  him  too 
hut  he  is  the  greatest  fun  producer  I  ever  saw.  Why  after 
he  3 eft  we  a3 3  felt  so  darn  3one3y  that  it  didnt  seem 
the  same  p3  ace  at  al  1  * 

After  a  week  or  so  of  London  Beaver  Read  induced 
me  to  go  over  to  Ire3and  with  him.  We  3  eft  London  3ast 
Thursday  night  &  went  across  to  Lublin  &  from  there  up 
to  Be3  fast.  Here  I  had  my  first  ride  in  a  jaunting 
car  8c  from  the  attention  we  attracted  I  ehou3  d  think 
that  jaunting  in  kiJ ts  isnt  an  everyday  occurrence  with 
them.  From  the  way  peop3e  looked  you  would  think  that 
we  were  a  couple  of  prize  specimen  from  some  Zoo. 

After  seeing  Belfast  we  took  the  train  that 
evening  for  Port  Stewart  which  is  right  on  the  Forth  Coast 
near  the  Giants  Causeway  &  arrived  there  about  8  o’clock 
where  Mr . 8c  Mrs.Eeade  8c  the  four  kids  were  on  deck  to  meet  us. 

Mi ,  .Head e  is  'the  head  Master  of  the  School  at 
Portstewart  8c  I  think  one  of  the  funniest  in  the  World.  You 

should  just  hear  him  talk-  the  most  wonderful  Irish  brogue 
in  existence.  When  he  and  Mrs.Eeade  got  talking  it  was 
a  regular  picnic.  But  say  talk  about  hospitality-  those 
Forth  of  Ireland  people  are  it.  Gad  they  are  wonderful. 

Fo thing  was  too  good  for  us.  We  lived  on  the  fat  of  the  land, 
did  a  lot  of  sleeping  &  played  golf.  On  Monday  Mr. Head  got 
a  car  8c  motored  us  out  to  the  Giants  Causeway  where  we  saw  all 
t^e  sip;hts.  It  is  certainly  wonderful.  The  queer  formation 
of  the  rocks  'is  the  strange  part.  Each  is  of  a  sextagon  shape 
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&  you  woul  d  swear  that  someone  had  put  them  there  instead 
of  "being  a  natural  formation.  On  Tuesday  we  came  hack 
to  England  via  Stranraer  in  Scotland  hut  we  made  no  stop 
&  came  straight  through  to  London.  The  last  couple  of 
days  have  been  spent  in  shopping  &  this  morning  I  arrived 
here. 

We  will  he  hack  in  Prance  this  afternoon  or 
tomorrow  on  the  job  with  the  old  battalion. 

I  hope  Mother  &  yourself  are  well  &  enjoying 
yourselves  these  days.  The  War  news  is  great  isnt  it. 

God  bless  you  all, 

Your  loving  Son, 

"Geral dH 
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My  Dear  Mother 


Oct. 19th, 393 6. 
France 

In  our  Chateau 


Today  hag  certainly  been  one  of  the  most 
sou3  stirring  I  have  ever  put  on  in"  my  life.  In  the 
first  place  we  were  to  attach  the  Hun  &  give  him  another 
dose  of  Canadian  frightful ness  &  with  every  good  intention 
in  the  World  we  proceeded  to  do  so  but  alas  aJack  j  ike  01  d 
Mother  Hubbard  the  cupboard  was  bare  &  although  we  have 
advanced  about  8  miles  not  a  Hun  did  we  see.  It  is  1 ike 
playing  hide  &  seek  with  us  doing  all  the  seeking.  However 
we  have  quit  for  the  day  as  every  one  is  tired  out.  It 
is  a  wonderful  War  these  days.  The  reaJ  thriving  part 
however  came  when  v/e  struck  the  towns.  Every  one  was 
crammed  full  of  wivil  ians  most3y  o3  d  men  &  women  &  chi3  dren 
8c  the  row  they  kicked  up  was  great.  We  no  sooner  wou3  d  get 
into  a  town  when  absolute] y  every  one  in  the  p3ace  turned 
cut  &  cheered  8c  ye3 3 edt  "Vive  La  France,  Vive  3  a  Canadians” 

The  Women  scared  me  to  death  Honest  to  goodness.  They  wou3 d 
run  out  on  the  road  8c  throw  their  arms  around  the  first 
person  they  sa w  8c  kiss  them.  One  o3  d  gir3  made  a  rush  at 
me  but  I  kind  of  suspected  something  of  the  sort  so  I  dodged 

behind  Capt .Futcher .  The  o3 d  dame  wasnt  particu3ar  though 
8c  nai3ed  Futch  much  to  our  de3ight.  We  have  passed  through 
four  of  such  towns  today  as  v/e 3  3  as  a  number  of  vi3  3ages  & 
the  same  things  happened  in  each.  French  F3 ags  appeared  3  ike 
magic  where  from  I  dont  know,  but  every  house  in  the  p3 ace  was 
decorated  &  v/e  a3  3  looked  3  ike  Christmas  trees  too. 
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We  stopped  for  lunch,  in  one  town  &  my  right  hand 
is  darn  near  'busted  from  shading  hands.  They  filled  us 
up  with  coffee  by  the  ga3 3  on  unti3  I  thought  I  wou3 d 
bust  &  you  cou3dnt  refuse  totake  a  drink  or  they  would 
be  insu3ted. 

I  was  very  surprised  to  discover  that  the  civi3 ians 
were  a  pretty  hea3 thy  3 ooking  3 ot  &  they  have  not  suffered 
an  awfu3  3  ot  on  the  food  question  but  the  Hun  more  than 
made  up  for-  it  because  he  has  c3  eaned  the  p3ace  out  of 
young  peop3e  both  young  men  &  women.  When  they  retreated 
they  took  them  a3ong.  Some  towns  have  been  abso3uteJy 
gutted  &  ruined,  but  farther  East  they  got  out  so  darn 
quick  they  didnt  get  a  chance  to  do  much  harm  &  everything 
is  pretty  we3 3  intact* 

Tonight  we  are  in  a  chateau  in  one  of  the  3 atter  towns 
and  I  wish  you  cou3d  see  it.  The  most  gorgeous  p3ace  I’ve 
seen  in  France.  The  dining  room  where  we  have  our  mess 
is  the  dead  spit  of  the  dining  room  in  the  York  Club, carved 
tab3e  &  chairs,  an  immense  fire  p3ace  at  one  end,  grandfather 
c3ock,  immense  mirrors  &  a  cei3 ing  3  ike  the  tracing  board  at 
Zetland  on  Canadian  Eight  &  say  the  curtains  on  the  windows 
I’ 3 3  bet  they  weigh  about  $0  3bs  each.  The  bed  rooms  are 
just  as  rotten  as  the  dining  room.  I  am  going  to  s3eep  in 
a  bed  occupied  by  a  fat  Hun  General  the  night  before  3ast. 

I  must  say  he  showed  pretty  good  tastewhen  it  comes  to  3 ooking 
out  for  persona3  comfort.  There  is  a  great  big  canopy  over 
the  bed  &  its  none  of  your  business  what  is  under  the  bed. 

But  as  th<sy  say  in  the  C3 assies,  be  that  as  it  may,  I 
saw  a  pecu3 iar  sight.  At  Lunch  time  the  Mayor  of  the  town 
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came  out  and  rang  a  be]  3  for  about  ten  minutes  &  then  read 
out  a  proclamation  telling  the  people  that  the  Eng] ish 
had  recaptured  the  town  &  it  was  now  under  Military  Rule. 

The  rest  I  couldnt  gather,  'but  the  people  a]]  cheered  & 
hollered  &  waved  French  Flags.  They  nearly  hilled  us  with 
joy.  I  could  write  volumes  about  todays  doings  hut  I  wont. 
They  went  crazy  when  the  1 6th  Battalion  Pipe  Band  came  through. 

I  got  hack  from  leave  about  four  days  ago  &  after 
an  awful  lot  of  wandering  about  finally  located  the  battalion. 
Since  then  I  have  been  kept  fairly  busy  catching  up  with  my 
work  which  at  times  keeps  me  going.  The  Assistant  Adjutant’s 
job  is  no  picnic  &  thank  the  Lord  not  a  cushy  job  as  Father 
hoped.  That  cushy  stuff  is  all  right  for  the  soft  shells. 

I  got  an  awful  shock  for  in  yesterday’s  Army  Orders 
I  see  that  I  have  been  awarded  the  Mil itary  Cross.  Boesnt 
it  beat  the  devil  the  way  our  Army  is  run  &  still  we  are 
winning. 

Best  love  &  God  Bless  you. 

Lovingl y , Gera! d 

Here  is  some  money  I  got  from  one  of  the- civil ians 
of  one  of  the  recaptured  towns.  The  notes  I  believe  were 
made  under  German  occupation  &  have  been  used  instead  of  real 
money.  I  dont  know  whether  it  was  a  skin  game  of  the  Huns 
or  not.  I  am  sending  it  to  you  as  a  souvenir  anyway. 

Ch  yes,  I  forgot.  When  I  arrived  back  from  England 
I  got  a  whole  mail  bag  full  of  1  etters , parcel s, etc.  I  am  going 
to  have  a  terrible  time  answering  it  all. 
reading  though. 


It  was  all  wonderful 
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So  "M  A|a/ 

France 


Oct.  23th  193.8. 


My  Dear  Father 

Your  book  "Dere  Mable"  is  a  scream.  We  'have 
"been  reading  it  .out  in  the  mess  in  the  evenings  Tbut 

the  0o3  one]  wont  a]  ]  ov/  more  than  one  chapter  to  be  read 

in  a  night  because  he  laughs  till  he  crys  Sc  any  more  he 

says  wou]d  hi]  J  him  sure. 

We  are  having  a  great  time  now  for  we  came 


out  of  the  J ine  nearly  a  week  ago  and  as  there  are  so 
many  new  officers  we  have  been  getting  together  as  much 
as  possib]e.  The  best  way  of  course  to  get  acquainted 
is  to  have  a  hattaJ ion  dinner  but  as  we  are  too  far 
away  from  towns  where  we  can  get  extras  we  had  to  cance] 
the  idea  £0  ]ast  night  had  a  smoker  under  the  auspices 
of  the "48th  High] anders  Jockey  Club”  instead.  It 
was  a  wonderfu]  idea.  Lucki] y  we  had  the  necessary 
equipment  too  for  when  on  Jeave  I  bought  the  oJd  Bace  game 
that  we  used  to  pJay  on  our  billiard  tab] e  at  home.  You 
remember  the  one  with  the  Jitt]e  iron  horses  on  the  strings 

which  wind  up  from  a  box.  All  there  remained  then  to  do 
was  to  give  the  scene  of  the  party  a  Fort  Erie  atmosphere 
and  we  did  that  with  a  vengeance.  We  fixed  up  a  betting 
ring  in  a  true  pari-mutuaJ  sty] e  a] ong  with  big  p]  acards 
on  which  were  painted  the  names  of  the  different  horses 
Sc  jockeys  of  each  race.  But  the  finishing  touch  which 
added  a  ] ot  of  local  go] ouring  was  the  bar  called  "The 
northern  Lights"  which  was  a  work  of  art.  Captain  Butcher 
otherwise  known  as  "Old  Futch"  was  the  chief  bartender 
&  from  his  actions  he  was  no  apprentice.  His  actions 
were  good  f or  a  laugh  at  all  times..  The  bar  itself  was 
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a  revelation  &  complete.  The  brass  foot  rail  with,  spi toons 
at  each  and  &  the  fl  oor  covered  with  sawdust  to  give  a 
home  1  ike  appearance.  On  the  shelves  behind  the  bar  were 
flocks  of  empty  "Vin  bl  ink"  bottles  &  a  11  sorts  of  signs 
such  as  "The  Northern  Lights"  "dutches  Place",  "Bev/ars 
of  Pickpockets"  "Valuabl es  may  be  deposited  in  the  Bar  Safe 
“Somain  Cocktails  our  speciality"  Then  also  he  had 

rustled  up  a  bis;  cardboard  (imitation  bronze)  medal  of 
Reubens  the  Artist  which  was  hums;  up  with  a  sign  under¬ 
neath  "awarded  for  mixing  drinks"  St. Louis  Pair  19O6". 

It  was  all  light  up  with  lamps  &  candles  &  wonderful  to 
behold.  After  all  the  betting  was  finished  the  bar 
closed  while  the  race  was  being  run.  And  then  you  should 
have  heard  the  yel  l  ing  &  cheering.  I  am  sure  everyone 
thought  they  were  at  a  real  race  track.  After  the  race 
?/as  won  there  was  a  wil  d  rush  to  cash  in  &  see  what 
the  odds  were.  I  made  the  books  and  as  we  had  seven 
races  you  can  easily  imagine  I  was  kept  pretty  busy.  Every 
thing  went  without  a  hitch  &  to  fill  in  the  time  between 

races  we  played  a  Prench  Hurdy  Gurdy  which  came  in  just 

right.  The  Colonel  says  it  was  the  best  night  the 
battalion  has  ever  had.  He  enjoyed  himself.  He  noticed 
the  sign  about  Valuables  being  deposited  with  the  Barf 
Tender  so  every  cigar  he  smoked  he  would  give  the  butt  to 
putch  for  safe  keeping.  Gee  he  v/as  funny.  Bil  1  Maybin, 
putch  &  I  formed  the  syndicate  &  no?/  the  7/hole  brigade 
is  demanding  we  put  on  another  meeting  of  the  Jockey  Club 

on  St.Andre7/s  night.  I  hope  it  will  be  as  good  a  success 
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as  this  was. 

How  is  everything  going  along  in  Toronto? 

I  have  received  flocks  of  .letters  from  you  as  we]]  as 
Magazines  &  parcel s  of  undercl o thing  &  socks.  They  will 
be  great  for  this  winter.  We  have  been  having  fairly 

dirty  weather  lately,  rain  most  of  the  time.  I  am 
mighty  g] ad  we  are  out  of  the  ] ins  &  fixed  in  nice  com¬ 
fortable  billets  in  this  town. 

We  had  more  or  less  of  a  ditty  tour  last  time. 

Hot  much  fighting  but  an  awful  lot  of  marching  &  1 iving 
out  in  the  rain.  We  gained  an  awful  lot  of  ground  &  had 

i 

a  great  time  going  through  the  liberated  Towns  but  I  was 

mighty  glad  to  get  under  a  good  roof  again. 

I  hope  you  &  Mother  had  a  good  time  &  a  splendid 
rest  at  Atlantic  City  &  I  guess  you  both  needed  it  all  right. 

I  must  close  now  as  its  just  after  10  o'clock 
&  the  gang  are  just  beginning  to  have  the  odd  shack  before 
going  to  bed. 

With  all  sorts  of  iove 

God  bless  you  &  Mother 
Your  1 oving  Son 


Gera! d. 


My  Dear  Frank 


&  O  /v]  A  Wv/ 

France  Nov. 2nd  1918. 


I  received  yours  of  the  30th  September  the 
other  day  &  you  dont  know  how  £3  ad  I  was  to  hear  from  you. 

Sayl  Just  take  it  from  me  the  o3  d  war  is 
on  her  3ast  3egs  right  now  &  the  betting  is  100  francs 
to  pretty  near  nothing  that  we  wi3  3  a3  3  be  home  intime  for 
the  exhibition  next  yearwith  no  takers.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
we  wont  be  surprised  to  hear  of  an  armistice  on  our  own  terms 
any  time  now  &  many  of  the  optimists  are  betting  we  never  go 
into  the  line  again.  I  am  afraid  l*m  a  bit  of  a  pessimist 

on  that  score  but  they  cant  make  me  mad  if  the  Hun  quits  now. 

My  God  what  a  reversal  of  form  we  have  shown  in  the  3ast 

eight  months.  Yes  even  in  the  3ast  three.  They  have  been 

wonderful  months  and  rather  stirring  at  times  but  never  so  bad 
as  some  of  those  batty  War  Correspondents  3ead  you  to  believe. 
V/e  have  had  some  tough  scrapping  a3 right  &  a  lot  of  the  very 
best  boys  in  the  Country  have  been  na-pooed  which  is  the  worst 
feature  of  it  a3  3  but  the  part  that  the  o3 d  timers  marve3  at 
is  the  comp3ete  change  from  Trench  to  open  warfare  in  five 
minutes.  At  4.20  A.M.on  the  8th  August  we  3 eft  Trench 
warfare  behind  us  &  since  that  moment  we  have  never  he3d 
an  organized  Trench  system.  The  Hun  has  been  running  ever 
since  &  we  have  been  so  busy  chasing  him  that  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  rest  in  one  p3ace  long  enough  to  think  of  Trenches. 
This  is  a  rea3  War  now.  Our  mora3e  is  at  its  very  height  & 
his  on  the  contrary  is  rotten.  Just  take  one  squint  at  the 
prisoners.  Ho  more  pep  than  a  rabbit  &  at  the  same  time  the 
most  satisfied  3 ot  of  things  you  ever  could  see. 
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The  best  thing  I  ever  saw  happened  today.  The  town 
we  are  now  resting  in  has  been  in  the  Huns  hands  for  the 
past  four  years  until  we  marched  in  a  little  over  a  week 
ago f&  during  that  time  the  poor  French  civilians  didnt 
have  much  fun.  Today  a  batch  of  prisoners  arrived  &  were 
put  in  the  cage  here.  Col. Bent  who  is  acting  Brigadier 
for  the  time  being  to3d  us  to  "make  the  buggers  work  for 
their  grub'1 .  So  we  supplied  a  guard  of  25  huskies  armed 
with  rif3e  &  bayonet  &  made  them  c3  ean  up  the  streets. 

Talk  about  pleased,  you  should  have  seen  the  civilians. 
What  they  didnt  say  to  those  Huns  wasnt  worth  recording. 
The  beauty  of  the  thing  was  that  a  great  number  of  the 
flat  heads  had  made  the  civilians  do  the  very  same  thing 
day  after  day  for  four  years.  Well  they  got  a  bit  of 
their  o wn  back  today.  Tomorrow  they  are  going  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  cleaning  up  a31  the  latrines  in  town. 

I  am  a  very  busy  person  these  days  for  I  am  one 
of  the  promoters  of  a  meeting  of  the  48th  Jockey  C3ub  to 
be  he] d  on  Tuesday  night  in  the  Town  Ha3  3.  You  know  the 
o3  d  game  with  the  horses  on  the  strings.  We  he3d  one  meet 
about  a  week  ago  &  it  was  such  a  wonderful  success  that 
the  other  batta3ions  are  demanding  another  •  The  who3e 
Brigade  wi3  3  be  present  this  time  8c  we  expect  about  150 
Officers  on  hand.  she  is  going  to  be  a  darb  of  a  party. 

I  am  looking  after  the  decorating  and  accommodation 
&  its  some  job  too.  It  sure  was  a  happy  thought  when  we 
bought  that  game  in  London  on  leave. 
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I  have  had  my  arm  in  a  s3 ing  until  today 
sines  the  last  meet,  much  to  everyones enj oyment  for  the 
radiator  hit  me  a  wallop  on  the  elbow  during  an  exciting 
moment  but  its  jalce  again  now  &  all  ready  for  the  next 
spasm. 

Say  your  description  of  arriving  in  Blighty  on 
leave  is  no  pipe  dream.  Someone  must  have  been  talking 
to  you  who  had  been  through  it  before* 

Give  my  best  to  Mib. 

Your  affectionate  Brother 


Gerry. 


V  Q-  c*-»t  *ri  £:-  r  nJfc  r  -xr  v  "  »V£-  : 

-V^r  wo  0-  '  Oirr  9$*+m  inrZ  p'  i  #>onJt8 

•  -  -  O  io  *  .  ri  *.: 


•  '2£<..r 


•  l  i:  -; ’ijjpx  ^*8 
^  -  r  -  -  . 

*  "  '  -  i  -  *  ' 

.  I .  c-  :  •J"  *viL 

* 

•r 

^  •  ‘I  •  :  c  - »  o  ■ 


